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CHAPTER I. 

Louis Philippe*8 tendency to Retrograde. — Lafayette in his 
relations with Foreign Patriots. — The Belgian Deputies 
make open Overtures to Him. — His Disclosures respecting 
Russia and Poland. — His Communications with the Italian 
Patriots. — His Letter to Them. 


It is evident that the system of non-interfer- 
ence, as marked out ‘by Lafayette, at least gave to 
France an attitude favourable to her interests and 
her glory. However, it was easy to perceive that 
the Palais-Royal would utterly reject the conse- 
quences of the principle which had been proclaim- 
ed, and that its policy was no longer dictated by 
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^HpjPy and interests of^F^ce.*' Lafayette, 
HSfneheld this retrograde t^j|ency with alarm, 
assumed a steady opposition to that individual* 
ism which had so rapidly taken place of the revo- 
lutionary enthusiasm and republican sentiments 
he credulously invested with the civic diadem. 
The error was too palpable, the disenchantment 
too prompt, 2md the responsibility too great, not 
to occasion lively remonstrances. Lafayette ex- 
pressed them openly, and with all the authority 
which an honest man derives from the conscious- 


ness of his rights, and indignation at unexampled 
deception. His complaints were frequent and 
severe. " I know,” said he, one day, to Louis- 
Philippe, “ only one man who caii now bring 
France to a republic; and you are that man. 
Continue to disavow the principle of your origin, 
and I will answer for it that the republic, or I may 
perhaps say the demagogic system, can desire no 
better auxiliary than your Majesty.” ” Wait,” 
replied the king, on another occasion, “ wait till 
such or such a time, and you will see.” “ Wait 
till that time!” resumed Lafayette; “ but are 
you sure that you will reign till then ? For my 
part, I doubt it.” 

; It may easily be conceived, that observations of 
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this nature were heard with the more impal&i^nji)^ 
as they came from a man who had so good a rig^t 
to make them. A speedy emancipation from the 
ties of troublesome gpratitude was therefore ear- 
nestly desired. Lafayette was inscribed on the 
condemned list by the Palais- Royal — by that Pa- 
lais-Royal where, while in public, filial reverence 
was shewn to the veteran of liberty. It was whis- 
pered in private, that there were three troubles to 
be got rid of — Lafayette, Lafitte, and Dupont de 
I’Eure. It was now evident, that all that was 
desired was a plausible opportunity for the re- 
moval of Lafayette. That opportunity occurred, 
and we shall soon see how artfully it was brought 
about, and how eagerly it was seized upon. 

I will now return to the diplomacy of the early 
period of the revolution, in its relations with La- 
fayette. 

At the first breaking out of the insurrection in 
Brussels, the Belgians opened an intimate corre- 
spondence with the friend of Washington. Their 
deputies proposed to him successively the accept-' 
ance both of the presidency and the crown. 
** That, at least,” said he, in allusion to the latter, 
“ shall be a civic crown.” Lafayette received these 
important overtures with respect and gratitude, 

B s 
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J^ut he declined the signal honour intended for 
hiin, and recommended the Belgians to choose, in 
either alternative, one of their fellow-citizens to 
be the head of the new government. As to him- 
self, he observed, that even for the interest of 
foreign liberty, his presence would be more useful 
in France than any where else. 

It was Lafayette’s wish that Belgium should 
become a federal republic, so as to form a northern 
Switzerland, in the close alliance, and under the 
immediate guarantee of France. In like manner, 
he had ardently desired that Greece should be 
transformed into an eastern Helvetia, in the hope 
that the moral action of these two democratic 
constitutions, and the example of order and public 
prosperity presented by them, would overthrow 
many prejudices, and introduce many salutary 
modifications in the social and governmental ideas 
of Europe. 

However, when it appeared to him certain that 
the majority of the Belgians were not inclined 
for a republic, but only for a republican monarchy, 
like that whose first principles had been accepted 
in France, Lafayette warmly urged the cabinet of 
the Palais-Ro3^l. to abstain from exercising any 
.influence on the Behans, in the choice of either 
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their constitution or their prince. In his opinion, 
it was the policy of the French government merely 
to protect the sovereignty of the people of Belgium 
against direct interference, and the influence of 
the intrigues of foreign powers. After the choice 
of the Duke de Nemours by the Belgian congress, 
Lafayette declared himself decidedly for the ac- 
ceptance of that young prince, whose election, as 
he stated in the tribune, he regarded as the lawful 
exercise of the national sovereignty. But all 
these views, which the cabinet of the Palais- 
Royal pretended to adopt, were suddenly changed 
by the mission of M. de Talleyrand to England,* 
the renewal of the Holy Alliance, and the resur- 
rection of the Congress of Vienna, disguised under 
the title of the Conference of London. It is, 

* The appointment of M. de Talleyrand as ambassador to 
London^ is a fact so important^ and one which has exercised so 
fatal an influence on the destiny of the revolution of 1830 ^ 
that the circumstances which attended it cannot fail to interest 
my readers. That appointment^ which was required by the 
king^ was warmly opposed in the council by MM. Lafitte, 
Mole^ Dupont de I'Eure^ and Bignon. M. Lafitte dwelt par- 
ticularly on the unpopularity of such a choice^ but the intrigues 
of the Doctrinaires^ and the obstinacy of Louis-Philippe^ tri- 
umphed over the opinions of the friends of the revolution. 
The Grand Chamberlain of Louis XVIII. was accordingly sent 
to London : the spirit in which he conducted matters there is 
well known. 
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however, certain, that Lafayette’s influence se- 
cured to Belgium that previous independence and 
protection which saved her rising revolution, and 
by the aid of which she was enabled to exercise 
at least a semblance of popular sovereignty. 

The commotion of July was felt in every point 
of Europe. The name of Lafayette was in some 
sort, the conductor of the electric stroke. In 
Dresden, Brunswick, Hanover, and in many other 
towns of Germany, the people were roused to 
liberty by cries of Vive Lafayette ! Absolute go- 
vernments were plunged into consternation, aris- 
tocracies into stupor. The revolution of Poland 
broke out on the 29th of November. There, also, 
the name of Lafayette, invoked by the patriots of 
Warsaw, resounded through all the insurgent dis- 
tricts. Only a few months had elapsed since the 
friend and companion of Kosciusko, being present 
at a (tte to commemorate the birthday of that great 
man, had rendered homage to the national perse- 
verance of Poland, and prophesied the speedy 
emancipation of that noble country. When the 
result verified his predictions, his name became, 
as it were, a symbol of redemption, by the aid of 
which Poland summoned all her sons to arms and 
to liberty. 
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Oa ' hearing of the great events of Paris, the 
Emperor Nicholas determined to raise up the 
standard of the Holy Alliance. War with France 
was decided on in the cabinet of St. Petersburgh. 
Preparations were making for forming magazines 
in Poland, and arranging a plan of campaign, by 
which the Polish regiments were to form the ad- 
vance-guard of the Imperial army.* The Belgian 
revolution afforded fresh food for the rage of the 
Autocrat, and promoted the activity of the mea- 
sures adopted by the Russian Ministry, in the 
expectation of a speedy and general war. These 
measures are attested by the documents found in 
the portfolio of the Grand Duke Constantine, 
which he left behind him in his cabinet, on the 
night of the 29th of November. Among these 
important papers, copies of which were sent to 
Lafayette, was the first letter which Louis-Philippe 
addressed to the Emperor Nicholas, announcing 
to him his accession to the throne of France. 
Lafayette, though justly offended at the term 
catastrophe, which the new king applied to the 
revolution of J uly, wished, nevertheless, to with- 

* In reference to these military arrangements^ Lafayette said^ 
one day^ in the tribune^ that the advance guard had turned 
round against the main body. 
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hold this letter from the kno^rledge of the public. 
Copies of it had, however, been transmitted to 
England, and it was published in the London 
papers, and copied into those of Paris. 

When, at a subsequent period, the French mi> 
nisters attempted to deny in the tribune the hos- 
tile intentions of Russia, and the existence of the 
warlike preparations denounced by Lafayette, the 
latter conceived it to be his duty to produce proofs 
of these facts, and he communicated to the Cham- 
ber some extracts from the important correspond- 
ence in his possession. This disclosure, which 
was made on the 22d of March, excited the ut- 
most astonishment and indignation throughout 
Europe. 

The following is the speech which Lafayette 
delivered in reply to the explanations of M.M. 
Sebastian! and Guizot, on the system of non-inter- 
ference, and the extraordinary assertion that not 
to consent did not imply the obligation of prevettiing, 

“ The declarations which have just been made 
respecting the manner of explaining the system 
of non-interference, appear to me very different 
from those which were first made with reference 
to Belgium, and which had the ministerial assent, 
and were lately included in despatches which the 
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ministiy will not disavow. It therefore appears 
to me. Gentlemen, that on this subject the king’s 
government has changed its maxims. This was 
the phrase employed by Cardinal Richelieu, when 
he entered the council of Louis XIII. ; but the 
difference is, that the change of maxims then had 
for its object to prevent the Austrians from enter- 
ing Italy. 

“ Proofs have been required on points respect- 
ing which my testimony has been invoked. I 
have to defend myself against the charge of error, 
when I said, in the tribune, that in the Polish in- 
surrection, the advanced guard had turned against 
the main body, in other words, that Russia was 
then preparing to attack us. These proofs. Gentle- 
men, are in my hands, and for that obligation I am 
indebted to the Grand Duke Constantine, who, on 
his departure, left many of his papers behind him. 

I shall say nothing, Gentlemen, of the sin- 
gular letter which the Emperor of Russia sent in 
reply to that of the King of the French, who, 
though doubtless animated by those sentiments 
and emotions naturally excited in his mind, by 
the glory of the great week, ought not to have 
provoked such a reply. I should have wished the 
letter of our monarch to be made public, for I am 
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sure it would have made the language employed 
by the Emperor of Russia, appear still more out 
of place. 

** I am also enabled to state that there existed 
in Poland no magazine of arms or ammunition, 
and that all which have been found there were 
brought from Russia after intelligence of our re- 
volution was received. 

“ Such are the facts of which I have received 
assurance from all parts. 

“I will now. Gentlemen, read some extracts 
from letters, which will make you acquainted 
with the intentions of Russia.” 

Letter to Prince Lubecki, Minister of Finance. 

St. Petersburgh, Aug. 6, (18) 1830. 

“ My Dear Prince, 

“ His Majesty, the Emperor and King, autho- 
rizes me to acquaint you that the Polish troops 
are at present in a condition to march, and that 
you are requested to collect, without delay, the 
necessary funds, on which the public treasury 
may rely, if needful, to defray the expences of 
transporting the army, and carrying on a campaign. 

Turku L, 

“ Counsellor of State.” 
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In reply to this letter, Prince Lubecki, on the 
3d of Sept., 1830, rendered an account of his re- 
sources. “ Poland,” said he, “ possesses in her 
treasury eight millions of florins, and one million 
of crowns in Berlin. She is, therefore, ready to 
undertake the necessary preparations.** 

Extract from a Utter addressed to Prince Lubecki, 
by Count Grabowski, Minister of State at St. 
Petersburgh. 

“ St. Petersburgh, Oct 15 (27), 1830. 

“My Dear Prince, 

“ The official correspondence which I have had 
the honour to communicate to you, by order of 
His Majesty, and which directs that the Polish 
army should be placed in a condition fit for service, 
has doubtless proved even more mortifying to you 
than to me. I am deeply grieved to see all our 
progress thus checked. (It is true that Prince 
Lubecki had the superintendence of the finance 
department.) We should soon possess a superb 
budget, were it not for those extraordinary ex- 
pences which must prove fatal to us ; for on this 
occasion, our geographical position places us in 
the foremost line.” 
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Fr<^ the same to the same. 

"Oct 6 (18), 1830. 

** Raving this day learned from His Excellency, 
Aide-de-camp Chernicheff, that orders have just 
been issued to His Imperial Highness, the Gzare- 
witsch, to prepare for immediate service all the 
troops under his command, without excepting 
those of the kingdom of Poland, and that this 
order must be carried into effect by the 10th (22d) 
of December, I have the honour, my dear Prince, 
to inform you, by order of His Majesty, that the 
necessary funds must be supplied, without delay, 
to the minister of the war department.” Further 
down, he says : — “ I merely, my dear Prince, re- 
quest you, by order of His Majesty, that you 
will supply His Imperial Highness, the Czare- 
witsch, with the sums requisite for rendering the 
Polish army fit for service. 

“ Grabowskt.” 

Count Grabowski to Prince Lubecki, Minister of 

Finance. 

St. Petersburgh, Nov. 20, 1830. 

“ The return of Field-Marshal Diebitsch* will 

* Field-Marshal Diebitsch was then in Berlin, whither he 
had been sent to engage the Prussian cabinet in an offensive 
alliance against France. 
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decide the measures which it will be necessary to 

adopt. He has received orders to proceed, on 

his return from Berlin, to Warsaw, to consult the 

* 

Grand Duke, Constantine, on all that respects 
the march and subsistence of liie army. The 
emperor desires that .yoq'win ’iiee the marshal as 
soon as he arrives in Warsaw, to consult with 
him upon these subjects;' ar^ he authorizes you 
to execute whatever measures* may be determined 
on, without waiting for ulterior orders from His 
Majesty. You will also conform with the wishes 
of His Imperial Highness, the Grand Diike. Fi- 
nally, His Majesty orders me to invite you to 
come to St. Petersburgh, as soon as the army 
shall be put in movement, and t\\& general 'war 
shall be declared, in order to receive the com- 
mands of His Majesty in person.” 

“ In another part of his letter he says : — “We are 
now in the month of November. The distances 
are great. Our forces cannot be in readiness till 
the spring ; and events succeed so rapidly, that 
Heaven knows what may happen before that time. 
No courier has hitherto equalled in rapidity the 
current of events. This has placed the affairs of 
Belgium in so fatal a situation. But I am enter- 
ing upon another useless political topic. The 
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first courier may bring us other intelligence, for 
the despatches succeed each other with a rapidity 
which exceeds all conception.” 

“ Would you like to know, Gentlemen,” con- 
tinued Lafayette, “ the conversation which Gene- 
rals Field-Marshal Diebitsch and Binkendorf had 
with Colonel Wylezynski, the envoy from the 
Polish Dictator to the Emperor Nicholas ? This 
conversation took place after the colonel’s short 
interview with the monarch, at which, as being 
initiated in the secret affairs of the empire, the 
two Russian dignitaries were present. It was to 
this effect : — 

“ Well, Poles ! your revolution at least has not 
the merit of being well timed. You rose in in- 
surrection at the moment when all the forces of 
the empire were marching towards your frontiers, 
for the purpose of bringing to reason the revolu- 
tionists of France and Belgium.” On the Colonel 
observing that Poland conceived herself able to 
stem the torrent for a period long enough to rouse 
Europe, and prepare her for the conflict, Marshal 
Diebitsch replied — “ Well, and what would be 
the result? We intended to make a campaign 
on the Rhine ; we shall make it on the Elbe, or 
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even on the Oder, after having put you down* 
Reflect accordingly.” 

“ I shall abstain,” said Lafayette, “ from reading 
the statement made to the Diet of Warsaw by the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. It displays the 
noblest sentiments of patriotism and courage. It 
proves the confidence which the Poles reposed in 
France, and their determination to perish for the 
liberty of Europe ; for, gentlemen, it cannot be 
denied that the standard which we planted in 
July, at the head of European liberty, has passed 
from our hands to those of the Poles. It is now 
in Warsaw. 

“ I shall say but little of a private affair, re- 
specting which my evidence has been invoked, 
because I dislike to enter into personalities. 1 
can certainly afiirm that 1 have seen letters from 
the French Consul at Warsaw, written in a favoui'- 
able tone ; but it is nevertheless true that that 
Consul committed the great error of consulting 
the Grand Duke Constantine, whether he should 
take the oath of fidelity to the new government. 
1 find it stated in a letter from the Czarewitsch to 
Prince Lieven, then at St. Petersburgh, dated 
6th (18th) of September, 1830, that in determin- 
ing the Consul to take this course, the Grand 
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Duke had in view to prevmt the Frmch govern- 
ment from superseding him by an individual imbued 
with the ideas which are now the order of the day in 
France. Such an agent would not fail to involve us 
in all sorts of trouble, by bceking to propagate among 
the Poles opinions which are incompatible with public 
order and tranquillity. 

“ To be assured that this formality was duly 
fulfilled, the Grand Duke Constantine sent to 
Count Mole the Consul’s reply, ‘ of which,' says 
the Prince, * I had a copy taken at the post-qffke.' 

“ The sentiments of the Court of St. Peters- 
burg on this subject may be judged of from the 
reply, dated the 17th of September, which Count 
Nesselrode wrote in the name of the Emperor, 
‘ who,’ he says, ‘ was much interested in the contents 
of the document of the Qth (18<A) of September, and 
who orders him to inform the Czarewitsch, that the 
advice given on that occasion to the French Consul 
met with the full approval of the Emperor' 

“ These, gentlemen, are the facts on which my 
opinion was founded when I suspected his Ma- 
jesty the Emperor of Russia of entertaining hos- 
tile intentions towards us. I leave you to judge 
of these facts. 

As to other places in the neighbourhood of 
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Poland, 1 shall mereW observe that there is now 
at Breslau a Russian agent, and that he has him- 
self declared that he can determine, as he pleases, 
on the fate of all individuals passing through that 
country on their way to or from Poland. Every 
one is arrested; money is taken not only from 
the bank, but from private persons ; and outrages 
are practised which are neither compatible with 
the law of nations, nor the principle of non-inter- 
ference. 

I wish I had not to say that vexations are at 
present exercised in France towards foreigners 
against the right they possess of travelling in the 
country and departing from it. I cherish the be- 
lief that this is not with the consent of the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs ; for I recollect that some years 
ago, when appeals were made by three great 
powers respecting a distinguished Piedmontese, 
he addressed to the Minister of that time a letter 
full of patriotism and energy. 

“ I must, nevertheless, observe, that M. Vis- 
conti, who was proceeding to his country, and 
who had nothing to do with the Italian recruiting, 
has been brutally conducted in exile to Macon : 
that another Italian, M. Mislei, who was not even 
among the number of the proscribed, cannot ob- 

VOL. II. c 
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tain permission to embark on his return home: 
that General Pepe is similarly situated ; and that 
other Italians are condemned to the same cap- 
tivity on the frontiers of France. I inquire whe- 
ther, under the government of free France, such 
vexations can be tolerated? I proclaim these 
facts, being persuaded that the Ministry, were it 
only to prove their neutrality, will eagerly put a 
stop to them. 

“ Gentlemen, I wish to tell you my opinion re- 
specting the two hundred millions for which I 
voted, because I conceived it necessary and urgent 
to defend the vital principle of our existence 
against the aggressions of the system of Pilnitz, 
of the Congress of Vienna, and that combination 
of infernal policy with absurd mysticism, known 
by the appellation of tae Holy Alliance. I recol- 
lect that all the declarations made by the absolute 
governments, especially that of 1816, were at va- 
riance with their real intentions ; consequently I 
cannot now rely on the assurances of peace which 
we receive from the President of the Council. 

** I voted those two hundred millions twice, be- 
cause 1 conceived it to be necessary and urgent 
for our own security, for our own national happi- 
ness, to practise in its full extent the system of 
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non-interference, such as it was declared by the 
government at the commencement of the revolu- 
tion, and oi^ the occasion of the Belgian insur- 
rection; such as it was defined three several 
times, in this tribune, with at least the silent 
assent of the king’s ministers (the rules of parlia- 
mentary decorum prevent me from speaking more 
precisely) ; such, in short, as it was declared, if 1 
am not mistaken, in recent despatches of the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs^^ when he said that if 
the Austrians should enter the insurgent territo- 
ries of Italy, it would never be with the consent 
of France. 

What do these expressions mean on the part 
of a great nation ? The words, ‘ No, 1 do not con- 
sent,' at the same time suffering her honour to be 
violated, may be all very well in a burlesque 
poem, but certainly they ill befit the diplomacy 
of the victorious French people, the people of 
July. 

** I neither know, nor do I pretend to know, 
much of the diplomacy of Agnats, and the 
pretexts alleged for the occupation of Modena. 
All 1 know is, that we cannot abandon the vital 
principle of our existence. The President of the 
Council seems to think that the revolution of July 

c 2 
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merely repelled the aggression of Charles X. It 
went still further : it has changed every principle 
of our government ; it has substituted the prin- 
ciple of the national sovereignty for that of divine 
right and a conceded charter. On this account, 
gentlemen, notwithstanding my respect for the 
Chamber, and my regard for my colleagues, I 
have always conceived that we should be super- 
seded by a Chamber of an origin posterior to the 
» •* 

revolution of July, seeing that even in the most 
praiseworthy of its antecedent measures, as, for 
instance, the celebrated and important address of 
the 221, this Chamber has professed sentiments 
and doctrines absolutely at variance with the fun- 
damental basis of our new social order, upon 
which, whatever may be the accidental changes 
of a family, the genuine and unique title of one of 
the highest powers of the state rests now and for 
ever. 

Gentlemen, I will await the precise explana- 
tions with which it may be thought fit to favour 
us with respect to the intentions of government 
towards Italy. I request at the same time to be 
informed, what intentions and principles are en- 
tertained on the question which has been raised 
respecting Luxemburgh. Finally, I appeal, once 
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more> for the efforts of the government in favour 
of Poland, of that glorious Poland which has a 
claim upon the sympathy and concern of all Eu- 
rope, and for whose sake, in rising to the height 
of the reign of Louis XY., the government should 
do something more than it has hitherto done.” 

After a speech from General Sebastian!, the 
minister for foreign affairs. General Lafayette rose 
and spoke upon a fact of a personal nature. 

“ Gentlemen,” said he, “ the violence of the 
reproaches which have been just uttered, calls for 
some explanations on my part. We have been 
described, as eager for war, and prodigal of the 
blood of Frenchmen. It is ridiculous that this 
reproach should be directed against a man, who 
when in the vigour of his age, and in 1792, 
entrusted with the most important military com- 
mand, was of that party which was for waiting 
the declaration of war from the foreign powers. 
Yet, at that time our principles, our friends, Sur 
natural allies, were not to be found in other coun- 
tries as they are now. 

“ Some time ago, in this tribune, I lamented 
the vague use of the terms republic and monarchy, 
thinking they contributed to mislead our ideas 
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u^.O^ the essential conditions and inviolable laws 
of liberty. Now, I have to lament, that a proper 
distinction is not drawn between the friends of 
war and the friends of peace. I will not attempt 
to follow the honourable minister in the eloquence 
of his harangue, but I like not discussions which 
are maintained by reproaches. 

** For example, when we are reproached with 
desiring war at any price — of inflicting upon our 
country all kinds of misfortunes, while our only 
wish is to defend her independence, her liberty, 
her vital principle and national honour, — may we 
not with equal justice, or, rather, with equal 
injustice, accuse in their turn, the friends of peace 
at any price, with wishing to purchase a pardon 
from the courts of Europe for our popular revolu- 
tion of July, of deadening the spring of liberty in 
the interior of our country, and stifling its efiects 
abroad ? 

Let us desist from these accusations on both 
sides. I persist, however, in inquiring of the 
minister of foreign affairs, whether it be true, that 
he oflScially declared the French government would 
never consent to the entrance of the Austrians into 
the insurgent districts of Italy.” 
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General Sebastiani rose and said, Yes, but 
between opposing and making war, there is a great 
diflfierence.” 

“ And T,” pursued General Lafayette, “ per- 
sist in affirming, that after that official declaration, 
to allow its spirit to be violated and to be content 
with exclaiming * no Ido not consent,’ is a proceed- 
ing incompatible with the honour of the French 
people. 1 imagined, when the French people 
said, ' No, 1 will not consent,’ the meaning was, 
‘ I will prevent you from doing it.’ The conduct 
which has succeeded this declaration is in con- 
formity with the manifestations of reaction to 
which, in every case, I trust the French people 
will render justice.” 

The doctrinarians have made a great noise 
about certain letters which Lafayette is said to 
have written to Poland, before the revolution of 
the 29th November, for the purpose of exciting 
the people to insurrection, 1 can pledge myself 
that every word of this is completely false, and 
that the report has been got up with the per- 
fidious intention of throwing upon this distin- 
guished patriot, the responsibility of the disasters 
which accompanied and have followed the defeat 
of the Poles. 
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. 'The same may be said, of the pretended secret 
correspondence, by which he is reported to have 
excited the movements in Italy. This second 
accusation is as unfounded as the first, Lafayette 
was an entire stranger to the Italian insurrections 
up to the moment of their breaking out. He bad 
even declined to enter into a plan of conspiracy 
in which the Duke of Modena was engaged, and 
whose object was said to be to relieve Italy from 
the Austrian yoke and the Papal authority. When 
solicited by the agents of that petty tyrant to 
engage in this conspiracy, and lend the infiuence 
of his name to the Italian patriots; Lafayette re- 
plied, that he distrusted the Duke of Modena too 
much, to consent to have anv communication with 
him, under any pretext, or, for the furtherance of 
any purpose. 

However, when the insurrections in Modena 
and the Roman states began to develope them- 
selves, Lafayette attached the highest importance 
to their progress, and took the liveliest interest in 
the success of the cause of the patriot Italians. 

His first care was to urge the expediency of im- 
mediately forming an army-corps upon the Alps, to 
keep the Austrians in check, and also to protect the 
free progress of the popular insurrections. He -re- 
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quired also, that the government should notify the 
principle of non-interference to the cabinet of 
Vienna, and that it should declare the formal de- 
termination to enforce its full application with 
regard to the affairs of Italy. In fact, notes 
drawn up in this spirit were addressed to the 
courts of Vienna, Russia, Naples, and Turin, after 
having been previously communicated to La- 
fayette. Then, also, M. Sebastian! declared offi- 
cially to the Pope’s Nuncio, that France would 
not permit the Austrian troops to aid his holiness 
in repressing the patriotic movements in the lega- 
tions. Finally, Marshal Gerard received orders 
to take the command of an army corps upon the 
Alps. 

On the occasion of the adoption of these dif- 
ferent measures, the king said to Lafayette, “ How 
can we get to Italy without traversing the neutral 
states of the King of Sardinia?” The general 
answered, “ If that should embarrass your Ma- 
jesty, I will require but twelve days to open two 
passages larger than your columns will require. 
Sire, you have only to say through what part you 
wish them to pass.” Indeed, nothing at that time 
could have been more easily obtained, not, cer- 
tainly, from the King of Sardinia, but from the 
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inhabitants of Savoy, Piedmont, and Grenoa, than 
safe debouches for a French army marching to 
the succour of Italy. I shall recur to this point 
of our external policy when I come to treat of the 
parliamentary conduct of Lafayette subsequently 
to the revolution of July.’ But his letter, in reply 
to a deputation of patriotic Italians, who had 
written to him to ascertain the real sentiments of 
the French government towards them, has been 
the object of so much vile insinuation within, as 
well as without the Chamber, that I feel it my 
duty to record this important document here. It 
is as follows : — 

To Messrs. Misky, Fossati, Maroncelli and Linati. 

Paris, 26th February, 1831. 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ I received with a warm feeling of gratitude, 
the letter with which you have honoured my fide- 
lity to the cause of general liberty, and our mutual 
wishes for Italian independence. It is in pe- 
rusing the history of your fine country, the first 
study of our boyhood, that our hearts first learn 
to beat at the recital of republican actions and 
virtues. Twice, as you observe, has that sacred 
flame blazed in Italy. But in the present pro- 
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gress of political civilization, disentangled as it is 
from the old meshes of slavery and aristocracy, 
emanating from the sovereignty of the people, 
and founded upon the representative system, — 
now that the imprescriptible rights of men and of 
society are clearly defined, it remains for your 
beautiful language to proclaim to your intelligent 
population, the practise of the principles of true 
and complete liberty, in their fullest extent. 

“ Too long, gentlemen, has Italy been the pro- 
perty of certain families, an object of traffic be^ 
tween them, the theatre of the intrigues of foreign 
diplomacy, the sport of false and constantly vio- 
lated promises. Every friend of human eman- 
cipation hopes that your liberty may at length be 
established upon the bases of perfect independ- 
ence and nationality. 

“ To the spontaneous impulses of your patriot- 
ism are due your recent revolution of which I 
pride myself in being the ardent admirer. We 
Frenchmen, in our barricades of July, claim 
but the merit of having set a good example of 
courage in combat, and of generosity in victory. 
We are far from rejecting this glory. It imposes 
on us, in my opinion, towards our brother patriots 
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of other nations, sentiments and duties more im* 
portant than those of ordinary sympathy. 

** But if it also gives us some claims upon you, 
gentlemen, permit me to avail myself of them to 
recommend that national and truly Italian union 
which must assure the success of your noble 
efforts, and the independence and welfare of your 
beautiful country. 

“ You may yourselves convey to your fellow 
countrymen a sincere testimony of the vivid and 
deep simpathy cherished for them by the French 
people. You have had the opportunity of wit- 
nessing their admiration of your country, their 
wishes for your success, and their desire to seeing 
noble and classic Italy conquer and consolidate 
her liberty and independance. My colleagues 
in opinion, in the Chamber of Deputies and else- 
where, namely those who have formed themselves 
into a special committee on the affairs of Poland, 
are imbued in the highest degree, with these sen- 
timents and they direct me to express them in 
their behalf. 

“ As to the constitutional government which 
regulates our internal affairs, I must refer you to 
the professions made in the national tribune, and 
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to the assent thrice tacitly given in the Chamber, 
by not gainsaying, my definitions, of the French 
system pf non interference, I may add that 1 have 
had cognizance of official letters which accord 
with these principles. 

“ Receive, gentlemen, the every expression of 
my gratitude, my good wishes, my zeal, attach* 
ment and high consideration. 

“ Lafayette.” 
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CHAPTER II. 


Lafayette in his relations vith Spain. — His demands in favour 
of that Country.— The French Government plays the part of 
the Propaganda.— Enlistment of the Spanish Refugees.— 
Louis Philippe supplies them 'with Subsidies — ^Nocturnal 
interview between M. Guizot and a Spanish Refugee. — That 
Minister pays to him in quadruples^ a sum destined for 
General Valdez. — Proofs of the above Pacts. — Change of 
System.— The Government sacrifices the Refugees.— First 
Diplomatic overturefrom Austria. — Causes of the Resignation 
of M. Lafitte. — The King's dislike to M. Perier — Important 
Dispatch secreted from the knowledge of the Council. — Par- 
ticulars respecting the formation of the Ministry of the 13th 
of March.— Lafayette's Conduct during all these Intrigues. 


In taking a retrospect of the different acts of 
the external policy of Lafayette, subsequently to 
the revolution of July, I should have commenced 
with his connexion with unhappy Spain. Of all 
the nations of Europe, Spain is that for which 
he contended with most interest and solicitude. 
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From the impious war waged by the restoration 
against the constitution of the Cortes ; from the 
sacrilegious triumph of the French soldiers who 
had the misfortune to be the instruments of crush- 
ing Spanish liberty, amidst the plaudits of the 
despots of Europe, Lafayette incessantly de- 
nounced that crusade a national crime ; and de- 
manded for the oppressed Spaniards the repara- 
tions due to them. Neither in Europe nor in America 
did he omit any opportunity of branding the name 
of Ferdinand VII. and rendering justice to the 
memory of the victims of his tyranny especially 
the unfortunate Reigo. From the disasterous day 
of the capitulation of Cadiz, he advocated the in- 
terests of the Spanish refugees particularly those 
who capitulated at Alicante and Carthagena; 
and this in defiance of the clamours in the Cham- 
ber and of the vociferations of the absolutists 
without. 

Never were a people so shamefully deceived. 
Never did tyrant so shamelessly violate his &ith 
and the rights of man. The government of the 
restoration proved treacherous to the Spanish con- 
stitutionalists ; but Ferdinand acted the part of 
an atrocious miscreant, stained with peijiury and 
with the blood of his countrymen who had- been 
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SO merciful, to the crimes of his whole life. La- 
. fayette made France and the world ring with the 
recital of the horrors which for nine years he in- 
cessantly pointed out to the indignation of all who 
possessed the feelings of human nature. 

The capitulation of Santana signed by Prince 
Hohenlohe, provided that if the Spanish officers 
possessed property in Spain, the possession of it 
should be secured to them, and that no person 
residing in the garrison, should be persecuted on 
account of his political opinions. Yet these very 
men had their possessions confiscated, and all who 
manifested any sympathy for the constitution were 
thrown into prison or led to the scaffold. The 
capitulation of Granada, signed by General 
Monitor,- that of Barcelona, signed by Marshal 
Moncey, that of Carthagena by General Bonne- 
main, all stipulated the same guarantees ; and yet 
the defenders and the inhabitants of these different 
towns suffered the same fate as those of Santana. 
The protocol of the conference held at Santa- 
Maria on the 7th September 1822 between 
Gmieral Aalva on the part of the Spanish govern- 
ment and Generals Bordesoult and Guilleminot 
on the part of France stipulates, in express terms 
.that it is t^eed that in fourty eight hours after 
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the King of Spain shall be at perfect liberty, a 
proclamation shall be issued offering to the nation 
a constitutional government in unison with the 
intelligence of the age, since even the interest of 
France requires that the same system of goveVn- 
ment should be established in Spain, as exists in 
France.” 

And how were these stipulations fulfilled ? First 
came the Decree of the 1st May, 1824, which 
excluded from all amnesty the commanders of the 
constitutional army, the authors of the conspiracy 
of Madrid, the leaders of the insurrection of 
Ocana, the judges in all cases in which traitors 
had been condemned for conspiring against the 
constitutional system, the leaders of the constitu^ 
tional guerillas, the authors of all the books and 
journals which had attacked the Catholic religion; 
in a word, all who had paid allegiance to the 
government of. the Cortes. 

Lafayette never ceased representing the general 
violations of the treaties concluded under the 
auspices, and with the participation of France, as 
so many insults to our national dignity. He also 
denounced particular cases of a still more atrocious 
character; for example, that of a Catalonian, named 
Joseph Pepemorcare, who was included in Fer> 

VOL. II. x> 
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dinand’s anlnesty of 1828 . The letters of pardon 
declared that Pepemorcare was free, both in per- 
son and property; nay, the general-in-chief, 
commanding in Catalonia, sent to the proscribed 
individual the original copy of the amnesty in 
which he was included; and the unfortunate man, 
furnished with that document, entered Barcelona, 
where, two hours after his arrival, he was shot, 
hanged, and quartered. 

In 1826 , Ferdinand VII., having proceeded to 
Catalonia, for the purpose of suppressing the for- 
midable insurrection which had broken out in that 
province, he granted an amnesty, which included 
generally all the insurgents and insurgent chiefs. 
Under the protection of this amnesty, which was 
dated from Tarragona, the two principal promoters 
of the insurrection, Vidal and Olivier, presented 
themselves before the king, who not only received 
them with apparent kindness, but even ordered 
three months’ pay to be given to Vidal and his 
comrades from the royal treasury. Five days after 
this, Vidal, and the other chiefs of the insurrec- 
tion, were arrested, put to death without trial, 
and to the feet of each victim was attached a label, 
with the inscription— Hanged by order of the 
kiBg.” 
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With a generous pertinacity, Lafayette conti- 
nually revived the recollection of these royal 
crimes. Restore,” he used to say, “ the Spa- 
nish Constitutionalists to the situation in which 
they stood at the commencement of your iniquitous 
war, and you may then maintain your neutrality 
as long as you please.” These were not the only 
services he rendered to the patriots of the Penin- 
sula. He maintained a correspondence with the 
different fractions of the national party, who, 
though unfortunately disunited among themselves, 
still reposed entire confidence in him. Lafayette 
even made pecuniary sacrifices, scarcely consis- 
tent with his fortune, to promote the success of 
their cause, and to alleviate their individual suf- 
ferings. 

Such was the relative situation of Lafayette 
and the Spanish patriots, when the revolution of 
July broke gut. That great event he thought 
must decide the fate of Spain. The moment was 
critical for both countries : Lafayette felt this, and 
wished to attach the cause of France to that of 
the neighbour country. By this means, he thought 
we might wipe away some portion of the' disgrace 
which the war of 1821 had drawn uponu«i, while, 
at the same time, a revolution in Spain, aided by 

D 2 
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US, iu the cause of liberty and our principles, 
would singularly simplify our foreign policy, by 
enabling us to dispense, in case of war, with the 
maintenance of an army of 30,000 or 40,000 men 
on the frontiers of the Pyrennees, for. the purpose 
of preventing Ferdinand and the Carlist emigrants 
from exciting counter-revolutionary movements in 
the south of France. Such a course would have 
been warranted by the law of self-defence, even 
though the attitude of the cabinet of Madrid 
had not plainly indicated its necessity to the 
new government which directed the affairs of 
France. In fact, Ferdinand VII. had down- 
rightly refused to recognize the revolution of J uly, 
and the king, whom it created. His prime minis- 
ter even went so far as to dispatch officially, to all 
the authorities of the kingdom, a circular, couched 
in terms the most insulting to Louis-Philippe and 
hostile to the principles of July. Thus the power 
of the barricades, as yet insulated in its usurpa- 
tion, and never dreaming of the tardy and dis- 
graceful consecration it has since sued for and 
obtained, seriously entertained the design of fo- 
menting abroad, revolutions analogous to that on 
which its own safety depended. In fact the system 
of propagandism was decreed in principle, and 
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secretly executed by the council of Louis-Philippe. 
These are facts which' it is necessary, once for 
all, to prove by incontrovertible evidence, as well 
for the benefit of governments/ as] for the edifi- 
cation of nations. They are proved by the docu- 
ments which I have now before me, and which I 
will freely communicate to ministers, if their 
memory should fail them. 

It is said, that immediately after the revolution 
of July, the Spanish constitutionalists spontane- 
ously flocked to Paris. This assertion is not 
exactly correct. Doubtless, the revolution of July, 
lighted up in the hearts of these brave, but unfor- 
tunate men, the hope of reconquering their coun- 
try. But the greater number of them, tied by 
absolute poverty to the places where they had 
taken refuge, left them only at the tacit solicita- 
tion of the French government. Thus, for in- 
stance, that government invited into France all 
the Spaniards who had found an asylum in Eng- 
land. If this be untrue, the minister then in 
office will doubtless inform us why Colonel Valdez, 
M.M. Llafio, Navarelle, Inglada, and some other 
Spanish chiefs, known through all Europe by their 
constant opposition to the government of Ferdi- 
nand VII., having, at the beginning of August, 
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1830, landed at Havre, without passports, ob- 
tained them from Paris, on the application of the 
sub-prefect, for the purpose of repairing to the 
frontier of the Pyrennees? Why, two hundred 
Spanish refugees, who also landed at Havre, were 
organized into detachments, commanded by Spa- 
nish officers of their own choice, and thence 
directed upon Bayonne and Perpignan, with 
routes, specifying the allowance of pay and other 
indemnities granted to French troops on a march ? 
Why, in short, did the same things take place at 
Calais, at Boulogne, and Paris ? 

The government has shamelessly denied these 
facts in the tribune, and contended that the Spa- 
nish patriots had only passes to go to their own 
country, such as are granted to the poor. Passes ! 
and to go where ? To Spain! To seek in captivity 
and torture some alleviation of their misery ! One 
word will suffice to prove the falsehood of this 
assertion. From the 1st to the 30th December, 
1830, detachments, each consisting of from thirty 
to forty Spanish refugees, set out daily from Paris 
for the Pyrennees, provided with collective pass- 
ports; and these passports were remitted by 
government to a commanding officer, who was 
directed to receive and distribute the pay of the 
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common soldiers. I have at this moment lying 
before me the route of a detachment of thirty 
seven men, who left Paris on the morning of the 
7th December. This paper contains the desig- 
nation of the halting stations, such as Arpajon, 
Etampes, Orleans, Beaugency, Blois, Chatelle* 
rault, (Vienne), Poictiers, &c. 

Is it not true that these routes were delivered 
by M. Girod de I’Ain upon the mere application 
of one of the members of the Spanish committee, 
who acted with the positive consent of the govern- 
ment, and in concert with M.M. Guizot, and 
Montalivet. Is it not true that the principal 
condition on which those gentlemen granted as- 
sistance and protection to the Spanish consti- 
tutionalists, was the ultimate union of the crowns 
of Spain and Portugal on the head of Donna 
Maria, who was to marry the Duke de Nemours ? 
Is it not true that the two ministers just named 
had every week two secret interviews with one 
or more members of the Spanish commmittee, to 
deliberate on the best means of bringing this bu- 
siness to a successful issue ? Is it not true that 
of all the then ministers, M. Sebastiani was the 
only one who opposed this scheme ? Is it not true 
thUil in one of these secret interviews, a pro- 
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mise was made by M. de Montalivet to dismiss 
certain prefects and sub>prefects who impeded the 
measures of the committee? Is it not true that 
the Spanish Ambassador, Count Oifalia, having 
addressed urgent remonstrances to the Palais 
Royal, relative to certain dep6ts of arms, M.M. 
Montalivet and Guizot caused the Spanish com- 
mittee to hold a meeting, in which it was agreed 
to form false depdts of arms, that is to say, of 
arms unfit for service; and that these depdts 
should be indicated by our agents at Marseilles 
and Bayonne, to the prefects, who were to order 
their seizure, taking care to spare the real depdts ? 
Was not all this going on in the two towns 1 have 
just mentioned ? Is it not true that the subscrip- 
tion of government formed a great portion of the 
million collected by the Spanish committee, and 
that it was only on the faith of ministerial pro- 
mises that M. Calvo, a Spanish banker in Paris, 
advanced 500,000 francs ? Is it not true that it 
was with the tacit authority of the government, 
and the support df a banking-house at Marseilles, 
to which it had recommended the agent of the 
committee, that the latter despatched men and 
arms from Mhrseilles to General Torrijos ? Is it 
not true, that whilst on the one hand the refugees 
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were required immediately to enter the Spanish 
territory. Marshal Gerard, on the other, enjoined ' 
Mina to delay the expedition as much as possible ; 
and hence arose the unfortunate divisions vrhich 
broke out among the Spanish patriots ? Is it not 
true that M. Guizot sent at midnight for M. In- 
glada, formerly aide-de-camp to General Torrijos, 
and paid him a hundred and eighty quadruples 
for Colonel Valdez, who had established the de- 
pdt of his troops at Ustaritz? Is it not true that 
on his arrival at Bayonne, with M. Sanchez, M. 
Inglada received from the sub-prefect of that town 
the following authority : — 


“ Bayonne, Sept. 30, 1830. 

“ The sub-prefect of Bayonne authorizes the 
Sieurs D. Francisco Sanchez, and D. Emmanuel 
Inglada, Spanish subjects, to proceed whenever 
they choose from Bayonne to Ustaritz. 

Signed, Grouay.” 

Is it not true that the Parisian volunteers, 
who at a subsequent period fell into the hands of 
the Spaniards, and were thrown into the dungeons 
of Parapeluna, departed with the permission of the 
government, and were furnished with routes by 
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its orders f Finally, is it not true, that the day 
before the Moniteur published the order for de- 
taining the Spanish refugees, even by force, if 
requisite, M. de Montalivet affirmed to the Spanish 
committee that he had just despatched a tele- 
graphic order for favouring the expeditions of 
Mina, Valdez, and Torrijos ? Why the change ? 
It was, because in the interval of a few hours, the 
injunction of European diplomacy for repressing 
the patriotic efforts of the Spanish constitutional- 
ists arrived at the Palais-Royal, along with the 
threatening and disgraceful recognition of Ferdi- 
nand VII., and because the royalty of the barri- 
cades, proud of this dishonourable adoption, did 
not hesitate to pay for it by an act of perfidy. 

I have documents in my hands which prove 
the truth of all the statements I have here made. 
Yet the ministry impudently presumed to deny 
them. M. (luizot maintained in the tribune, that 
if the ministry, of which he formed a part, was 
indulgent to the Spanish patriots, it was because 
the government at that time yielded to an influence 
which it could not resist. Lafayette disdained 
these hints, which he perfectly understood, and 
declared himself to be the object of the ministerial 
allusion. But it is easy to perceive, from the 
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constrained tone of his speech, that while in 
possession of an important fact, he would not 
compromise any but himself in the affair. This 
fact I will disclose ; first, because it is important 
that France should know it, and next, because, 
since it took place in council, and in the presence 
of eight individuals, it cannot now be regarded as 
a state secret* The crown granted one hundred 
thousand francs, to aid the success of the Spanish 
constitutionalists, and this sum was converted 
into two letters of credit, of fifty thousand francs 
each, one of which, drawn upon a banker at Mar* 
seilles, was given to the unfortunate Torrijos. 
Thb is the real truth. 

It is well known what odious persecution suc- 
ceeded to this exalted protection, on the faith of 
which so many victims were hurried to the scaffold. 
The refugees were brutally dispersed, and their 
most trivial proceedings reported to the Spanish 
authorities ; the brother of the unfortunate Riego 
was expelled from Paris ; Torrijos, old Lopez 
de Calderon, General Pinto, and fifty other mar- 

• I may here declare, upon my word o£ honour, that not- 
withstanding my urgent solicitations to induce M. de La&yette 
to confirm the truth of this fact, I could never prevail on him 
to do so. The general always avoided an avowal, by undecided 
answers. 
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tyrs of liberty were entrapped, executed without 
trial by Spain, and without remonstrance from 
France who had placed arms in their hands. 
Such have been the results of the confidence 
reposed by those victims in the government of the 
barricades ; — such too is the responsibility which 
rests on the heads of certain men; political 
machaivelism may perhaps absolve them ; but 
while humanity is any thing more than an empty 
word, will it not demand a strict account of this 
bloodshed and suffering. 

The ministers of the 13th of March declared in 
the tribune that the insurrections in Italy broke out 
without their concurrence. This to be sure was 
so far true, that the French government shrank at 
first from the necessity of openly promoting the 
political interests which those insurrections had 
created for it in Italy ; and that it did not ven- 
ture to support by force of arms, the struggle and 
the public opinion so favourable to France, which 
had risen up among our trans-alpine neighbours. 
But a falshood was stated in the face of France and 
the world, when the ministers affirmed they had 
never taken cognizance of the revolutionary 
movements of the Peninsula, and had entered in- 
to no promise or guarantee to the Italian patriots. 
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With regard to Italy as well as Spain, propa- 
gandism was a part of the early policy of the 
French cabinet. A few facts will suffice to de- 
monstrate the truth of this assertion ; and these 
facts, be it remembered, are incontrovertible. 

What the new monarchy had done for the 
Spanish constitutionalists, it also did, but more 
timidly for the Italian refugees. A great number 
of the latter had secretly directed their course 
upon Lyons and various other points of the fron- 
tier of the Alps ; pecuniary and other aids were 
granted to them ; a considerable quantity of arms, 
was collected with the perfect knowledge of the 
government at Lyons and Grenoble, a central 
committee whose operations were communicated 
to the ministry, was established at Lyons, where 
it acted freely and was protected by the local 
authorities civil and military. Finally, Louis, 
Philippe having written in vain to the late King 
of Naples, and to his young successor, to induce 
them to enter into an alliance with new France, 
and grant a constitution to the Neapolitans ; and 
being well aware that his good advice would be 
disregarded, if not backed by the alarm with 
which the patriots of the Two Sicilies might in- 
spire their government. General Pep^ was invited 
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to present to the Palais-Royal the plan of a con- 
stitution which was transmitted to the Neapo- 
litans. However, as it is right to render justice 
to every one, I must add that Pep6 having in- 
timated to Louis-Philippe his intention of pro- 
ceeding to Naples, the king informed him that he 
would not advise him to carry that design into 
effect, because he could not answer for his per- 
sonal safety. 

Lafayette, who wisely distrusted these private 
assurances, and wished to obtain a public decla- 
ration on the subject, thrice appealed to the 
ministry in the Chamber, and thrice obtained the 
official assent of the government to his definition 
of the system of non-interference; a definition 
which left no doubt as to the course which France 
would pursue with respect to Italy. But not 
satisfied with the public approbation of the 
Cabinet, Lafayette wished also to obtain that of 
the king. He accordingly waited upon Louis 
Philippe, and thus addressed him. ** Have you 
read my speech on the system of non-interference, 
and do you approve of the definition I have given 
of that system? “ Yes, certainly,” replied the 
king. Then it has your majesty’s assent, resumed 
the General. ** Without doubt,” added the king. 



GENERAL LAFAYETTE. 


47 


Meamrhile the insurreetion of Modena, and 
afterwards that of Bologna broke out. The 
patriots |of central Italy, not doubting the concur- 
rence of France, but anxious to know how far 
they might rely on her support in certain circum- 
stances, sent deputies to Paris to ascertain what 
would be the conduct of the new government, in 
the probable hypothesis of an attempt at armed 
interference by Austria in the affairs of Modena 
and the Legations. These deputies, in several 
interviews with the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
received the formal and reiterated promise that 
France would never permit the interference of 
Austria, and that if a single regiment of the Em- 
peror’s troops should pass the frontiers of the 
Duchy of Modena, or the Papal States, a French 
force would be simultaneously marched into Italy. 
Lafayette, to whom the Italian deputation was 
also sent, and' who fathomed more accurately than 
any one the abyss into which false confidence 
might precipitate the Italian patriots, waited upon 
M. Sebastian!, and having entreated an explana- 
tion of the intentions of the Cabinet on this point, 
received from him the same protestations which 
had been made to the deputation. On the faith 
of these guarantees were brought about the insur- 
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rectioRs of Modena and Bologna, whose issue, 
ably directed, might have thrown into the hands 
of France all the moral and physical power of 
Italy. 

Such was the state of things when Louis-Phi- 
lippe’s government indignantly repelling all idea 
of its concurrence with the Italian patriots, and 
even the suspicion of havmg in ‘any way patro- 
nized the foreign exiles, sent General Bachelu 
to Lyons, with orders to dissolve the Italian com- 
mittee (which had been organized with its con- 
sent), to disperse the refugees who had assembled 
on the frontiers of the Alps, and to paralyze every 
insurrectionary movement which the French go- 
vernment had excited them to make, in th^ hope 
of restoring their country’s liberty. 

In order to point out the object of this shameful 
abandonment of princ%le, it will be necessary to 
explain the causes which brought it about. 

The sovereigns of Europe, terror-struck by the 
extraordinary event of July, beheld their domi- 
nions exposed to the invasion of the revolutionary 
torrent ; and, in their first alarm, they looked for- 
ward to the counter stroke with which their 
thrones were menaced, as the consequence of a 
decree of.^e. The daily course of events ap- 
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peared to justify this presentiment. Already Bel- 
gium, Switzerland, and Poland had ranged them- 
selves between the French principle of popular 
sovereignty a’nd the foreign dogma of legitimacy. 
Even Germany saw the gathering of the clouds, 
which foreboded the tempest. Cordial sympathy 
with our revolution was the prevailing sentiment 
throughout the nations of Europe. In short, the 
absolute monarchies of Europe could not possibly 
flatter themselves that France, whatever might be 
her moderation, would neglect to profit by the 
embarrassment into which her enemies were so 
suddenly thrown. It was evident that a modifi- 
cation, more or less important, in the treaties of 
1815, must be the natural and inevitable conse- 
quence of the downfall of the monarchy of which 
those treaties had guaranteed the existence. No 
one did or could foresee th^ we ourselves should 
have a Cabinet capable of condemning the France 
of July to be a quiet spectator of the events 
which were about to ensue on the continent of 
Europe. Truly, it is one of the miracles of the 
present age that there should have existed men 
capable of abandoning the position in which the 
revolution of July placed their country, and blind 
to the palpable necessity of conduci^ all our 
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negotiations in such a spirit as to obtain compen- 
sation for tba painful sacrifices imposed on France 
by the treaty of Paris. 

Austria very well understood the logical conse- 
quences of this situation. That power had at 
stake the preservation of the brightest gem in her 
crown ; viz. Lombardy, which threatened to fol- 
low the example of the insurgent states of central 
Italy. Piedmont was already harassed by the 
rising of Parma ; and the German troops scarcely 
sufficed to repress the Austro-ltalian population 
from the Lake of Como to the Lagunes of Venice. 

The Cabinet of Vienna clearly understood that 
the appearance of a single French flag on the 
southern side of the Alps would kindle a flame 
throughout all Italy. 

In this state of things, Austria, while she was 
marching her best regiments into Italy, where 
she expected to engage with us, was the first to 
open with France negotiations with the view of 
preventing, or, at least, of adjourning a conflict, 
the issue of which might involve the loss of her 
possessions in Italy. M. d’Appony then presented 
to the Cabinet of the Tuileries, a verbal propo- 
sition, which M. Sebastiani reported to the Council, 
and the ^ject of which was. 
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1st. To permit Austria to occupy immediately 
the Duchy of Modena^, by right of the reversibility 
of that duchy to the house of Hapsburgh, after 
the extinction of the reigning ducal family. 

2d. To concur in inducing the Holy See to 
grant a representative constitution to the £ccle> 
siastical States. 

3d; To deliberate respectively, and with com- 
mon accord, on the means of effecting a general 
disarmment on the continent of Europe. 

This triple proposition excited warm discussions 
in the council. The king, who, even before the 
question respecting the Duchy of Modena was 
broached, had declared himself for the occupation 
of that state, by right of reversibility, now again 
urged that concession. M. Lafitte warmly op- 
posed it. That minister represented, in support 
of his opinion, 1st., that the succession of the 
Duchy of Modena was not open ; 2d., that even if 
the right of reversibility claimed by Austria, were 
actually established, the interests of France, and 
especially the moral interests of the revolution of 
July, would render it impossible that the exercise 
of that right could be permitted. With regard to 
the c<mstitutional institutions to be o]|)itained for 
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Romagna, the president of the council saw the 
al^rdity and impossibility of such a project, as 
long as the temporal power of the sovereign 
Pontif should continue unseparated from his spiri- 
tual power. “ Only imagine,” said he, “ a cham- 
ber of peers, composed of cardinals, and an elec- 
tive chamber filled with cur^s and vicars !” As to 
the proposition of disarming, M. Lafitte regarded 
it merely as a lure or a delay, intended to plunge 
France into false security, and to paralyze her 
activity. Finally, the president of the coun- 
cil, regarding the propositions of Austria alto- 
gether as an intended deception upon France, 
and the order of things risen from the barricades, 
requested that a note, having for its basis, the 
reasons he had adduced, should be immediately 
forwarded to the cabinet of Vienna, to notify the 
positive refusal of Frwce to accept its proposi- 
tions, and her resolution to exact, by all means in 
her power, the rigid observance of the principle of 
non-interference, proclaimed by her as the basis 
of her foreign policy. Such was likewise the 
opinion of M. Lafayette respecting the affairs of 
Italy, and he expressed his opinion with a degree 
of warmth which had the effect of overawing, at 
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least, in appearance, the weak men who had 
already begun to conspire for the sacrifice of the 
principles and the men of July. 

The other members of the cabinet, and even the 
king himself, seemed to yield to the opinion of 
M.M. Lafitte and Lafayette. M. Sebastiani read 
to the council a note drawn up in accordance 
with the opinions expressed on the preceding day, 
by the prime minister. 

Was this note transmitted to the court of 
Vienna? We must presume it was : but be this 
as it may, serious suspicions of the existence of a 
secret correspondence, between the Palais Royal 
and foreign diplomatists, arose in the minds of the 
patriotic ministers who then formed part of Louis 
Philippe’s cabinet. M. Lafitte, with grief sus- 
pected that despatches of primary importance, 
and the results of which might involve his respon- 
sibility, had been concealed from the knowledge 
of the council, when an accidental circumstance 
converted this suspicion into certainty. 

This circumstance occurred a short time after 
■ the discussion on the affairs of Italy above de- 
scribed, that is to say, on the 5th of March, 1831. 
A courier from Vienna had brought to Sebastiani 
a despatch from Marshal Maison. iThe Marshal 
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itcquRiitted bis goTeramentthat he had just leaneied 
'fiom M. de Metternich, that the Austrian cabinet 
did not recognize the principle of non>interfeFence> 
and that its firm determination was to interfere, 
by force of arms, not only in the states of Parma 
and Modena, but in all the Italian provinces into 
which insurrection might spread. "Hitherto,** 
said M. Mettemich, " we have allowed France to 
set up the principle of non-interference, but it is 
time she should know that we do not recognize it 
as far as regards Italy. We will carry our arms 
wherever insurrection may extend. If this inter- 
ference should bring about war. Let war come ! 
We would rather incur every chance of it than be 
exposed to the risk of perishing in the midst of re- 
volution.” 

“ You know,” said Marshal Maison, in his note, 
"that no one has declared more decidedly for 
peace than I have ; but I now feel convinced, that 
to avert the dangers which threaten France, we 
must, without delay, and before the levies of 
Anstria are organized, take the lead in preparations 
for war, and throw an army into Piedmont.” 

This important despatch arrived at the office of 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs on Saturday^ the 
5th of March. A copy, written by the hand of 
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M. Sebastiani’s son in law, was immediately trans- 
mitted to the king ; and yet, on Tuesday the 7th 
of March, no communication on the subject had 
been made to the Council of Ministers. M. 
Lafitte himself only heard of it through a breach 
of confidence, made in the offices of the Hotel des 
Capucines ; he immediately proceeded to the 
PaIaii>-|ioyal, to ask the king whether he knew 
any thing of a despatch from Vienna, which was 
said to have arrived within the last three days at 
the office of the Minister for Foreign Affairs? 
The king replied that he did, and, on the astonish- 
ment expressed by M. Lafitte, the Prince ex- 
plained this strange silence by observing that he 
sometimes found it necessary to take precautions 
against the indiscretions which were committed 
in the Council. At this moment the War Minister 
arrived, and M. Lafitte having put to him the 
same question which he had addressed to the 
king. Marshal Soult replied that he knew nothing 
of the matter, and expressed the utmost indigna- 
tion against M. Sebastiani, whom he called a 
traitor. At length the Minister for Foreign Af- 
fairs made his appearance, and being interrogated 
by the President of the Council, stammered out 
the confession that he had indeed received a 
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letter from Marshal Maison, but that it was of no 
great iroportahce, and that he had not had time 
to communicate it to his colleagues. At the 
desire of M. Lafitte, the Minister who had not 
yet deposited the despatch in his portfolio, went 
to the office to procure it, and it was at length 
submitted to the Council. The opinion of the 
members who had not been informed cf the 
arrival of this document was, that the king and 
M. Sebastiani intended to keep it from their 
knowledge. 

From that moment, though a promise was given 
that this sort of mystification should not be re- 
peated, M. Lafitte determined to retire. 1 can 
affirm that the principal cause of his retirement 
was the opinion the king entertained respecting 
the foreign policy of France. The king was for 
maintaining peace at any price, and loudly de- 
clared that whatever might be the opinion of his 
Council on this subject, his was irrevocably fixed. 
However, Louis-Philippe used, or feigned to use, 
every endeavour to oppose M. Lafitte’s design of 
retiring, by which he said his friend would do 
bim more harm than he had done him good when 
he helped |t> place the crown on his head. How- 
ever, at the termination of an audience in which 
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he again explained his system of govetnment, a 
system which was diametrically opposite to that 
in which the king declared his intention of per- 
c^ting, M. Lafitte requested his Majesty to re> 
ceive his resignation, and earnestly entreated him 
to appoint M. Casimir P6rier President of the 
Council. The king still hesitated to accept the 
resignation, and evinced the most decided dislike 
of the individual whom M. Lafitte had recom- 
mended as his successor. Louis-Philippe said at 
that time, that the imperious character, the con- 
stant ill health, and even the countenance and 
complexion of M. Casimir P^rier, were exceed- 
ingly disagreeable to him. 

In spite of all this, M. Lafitte resolved, at 
all events, to extricate himself from the false 
position in which he stood, and which was so un- 
worthy of his political good faith ; he next day 
convoked a ministerial Council, in which, after 

* This aatipathy, real or pretended, to M. Cassimir. Perier, 
was not the only sacrifice which the monarchy of the barri- 
cades imposed upon itself in the choice of Ministers. It 
is certain that in their intimate communications the king and 
the -Duke of Orleans professed, at that time, the most sovereign 
contempt for Marshal Soult, and often laughed the clumsy 
endeavours of that minister to get himself choseO^President of 
the Council. 
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reprej^ting the system hitherto porsaed as &tal 
to the' principles of the revolution of July, and to 
the interests and honmir of France, he again 
explained his governmental opinions, and urged 
his colleagues to decide without delay on one 
two things, the adoption of his system or his 
immediate retirement. His colleagues were si- 
lent ; he renewed his demand still more urgently, 
and at length, after a pause, M. Montalivet ob- 
served that he, for his part, would more readily 
adopt the system of M. P^rier than that of 
M. Lafitte. On hearing this M. Lafitte declared 
the Sitting ended. This was on the 11th of 
March. On the 12th the resignation of the 
President of the Council was offered for the third 
time, and was accepted by him who, a few days 
previously, had observed that “ St. James and 
St. Philip were united on earth as in Heaven.’’ 

Such are the circumstances which brought 
about the formation of the ministry of the 13th of 
March. 

Here a question presents itself, which has given 
rise to doubts very unfavourable to the citizen 
monarchy, but for the solution of which, histhry, 
as yet, rests only on the evidence of probabilities. 
It has been asked, whether the regret expressed 
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ftHT the letirennent of M. Ltrfitte, and the dusolu- 
tion of his cabinet, were really sincere ; or whe* 
tfaer, on the contrary, the temporary emphiyment 
of a fhw patriots in public affairs, had been consi- 
dered merely as a transitory necessity, and their 
removsd premeditated, from the day of their ap- 
pointment, and prepared by an intrigue of which 
the ordinances of the 13th of March, were but 
the natural denouement? However ready one may 
be to give credit to all sorts of political hypocrisy, 
yet it is difficult to admit a supposition which 
would render the throne of the barricades a mere 
stage, on which even the confidence of friendship 
was but a theatrical performance. I am unwilling 
to believe that the king’s demonstrations of affec- 
tion, gratitude, and repugnance, were merely 
feigned ; yet it is a positive fact, and I leave it 
without commentary to the judgment of the 
reader, that before M. Lafitte became President 
of the Council, some one who was endeavouring 
to get M. P6rier appointed to that office, received 
from him the following very significative reply : — 

It is of no use : the moment has not yet arrived. 
Lafitte must have his turn first.” 

I have dwelt upon some facts relative to the 
ministry of the 3d of November, because they 
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bear the same character of political apostacy as 
those circumstances that caused Lafayette’s remo- 
val from public affairs. Still it would be a great 
mistake to suppose, from this circumstance, that a 
perfect union of principles existed between the 
Commander-in-Chief of the National Guards of 
the kingdom and the ministry of the 3d of No- 
vember. On the contrary, I shall shew, in a 
future chapter, that Lafayette and this cabinet, 
collectively considered, manifested a decided dif- 
ference of opinion on some of the most essential 
points of our foreign and domestic policy. For 
instance, they never could agree upon the ques- 
tions of the pecuniary qualification for a deputy, 
the liberty of the press, the securities required 
from the proprietors of newspapers, the monopoly 
of the press, &c. They were, however, confounded 
together, and equally reprobated by the Court, 
and by those intriguers who are always to be found 
in Courts ; and the short account which 1 have 
given will be sufficient to shew the false position 
in which those patriots were placed, who, though 
differing as to the means, were united as to the 
end — the triumph of the revolution of July, and 
the interesttand honour of France. 

In the midst of all the difficulties which he had 
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to struggle against at the council and at the tri^ 
bdne, in order to preserve the honour of France 
and the liberty of her natural allies, he was not 
forgetful of those other objects which he had 
always had deeply at heart, however remote might 
be the sphere in which they would be serviceable. 
Under the regime which had just perished, he had 
for ten years past in vain urged the recognition of 
the States of South America, and the old govern- 
ment, influenced by family considerations, and 
blind to the commercial and political interests of 
France, had allowed England to obtain, by the 
establishment of relations with the new States of 
that rich hemisphere, those advantages which the 
conformity in our manners, climate, and religious 
belief, and the circumstance of our carrying on 
commercial transactions in every part of Spain, 
would easily have secured to us. 

The French nation having now thrown off the 
yoke of the Restoration and the Holy Alliance, 
Lafayette thought the time had arrived for a plain 
and frank declaration of the independence and 
nationality of the old Spanish colonies. Accord- 
ingly, soon after the revolution of July, he ques- 
tioned M. Moll^ from the tribune, ao^ ^tracted 
from the government an official declaration of the 
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teoognttion of the South American republics, as 
Independent states, and of their readiness to treat 
with the agents of those states, and to send 
French charg4 d’a£Paires to their governments. 

This was a grand point g^ned in diplomacy ; a 
point which, perhaps, would have been still in 
dispute, had not the hero of the two worlds fit- 
fected its settlement, more by the force of cir-. 
cumstances, than from any favourable inclination 
on Jhe part of the individuals in power. Who, 
indeed, would, at the present moment, venture to 
say, that if Ferdinand VI 1. had exacted the non* 
recognition of the independence of his possessions 
beyond the sea, as the condition of his acknow- 
ledging Louis Philippe as King of the French, 
this concession would have been refused him ? 

Such was the conduct of Lafayette in reference 
to diplomacy and the foreign policy of France, 
after that revolution which ought properly to have 
restored his country to the rank and consideration 
of which it had been deprived by the Bourbons. 

Educated in the great school of revolutions a 
witness of the vicissitudes which bad accompanied 
the emancipation of America, and of the finest 
kingdom of Europe ; by turns an actor and a vic- 
tim in these bloody .dramas, Lafoyette had oon- 
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tracted» from the experience of half a century, 
the firm conriction that the best security for the 
liberty of one nation is the liberty of all the sur- 
rounding nations; and that a revolution, to be 
consolidated, especially upon a continent^ by the 
formation of alliances with those whose iuteresls 
and whose wants are the same, and who, having 
the same enemies to contend with, must necessa- 
rily employ the same means to oppose them. From 
those opinions upon the nature of government 
which he has held for the last fifty years, has 
sprung Lafayette’s unquenchable attachment for 
every nation which has conquered, or attempted 
to conquer its freedom. This is also the cause of 
the filial affection, the unlimited confidence, and 
the religious veneration, with which the veteran of 
the cause of nations is regarded by all the patriots 
of Europe and America. 

The almost universal naturalization of Lafayette 
is, indeed, a real phenomenon in the history of the 
world. It must be admitted that the man, whom 
all the South American States, from Chili to the 
Isle of Palma, have constituted the arbiter of their 
destinies ; whom North America considers it one 
of her greatest glories to claim as fier adopted 
son : and to whom the nations of Europe manifest 
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the same sentiments of affection and respect, in 
proportion as they desire to be free, it must be 
admitted, I say, that such a man occupies a 
peculiar position in the political world : a posi> 
tion, which, to use his own expression in a letter 
of his constituents, he is far from wishing to 
resign. This universal patriotism is a source of 
terror and affright to the aristocracy and the des- 
potism, which bears so cruelly upon the world, 
but the fnends of order and true liberty .only 
perceive in it a moral power, which may be of 
immense utility in the emancipation of Europe 
and in the introduction into public law of an 
influence which should work out the true prin- 
ciples of equally, liberty and order, with the least 
possible disturbai|da’«nd misery. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Trial of the Ministers.— Expectations of all parties excited.— 
Distress of the Palais-Royal.— The whole hope of the Court 
in Lafayette. — Flattery and Prbmises resorted to. — ^Lafayette 
piroposes the Abolition of Capital Punishment.— State of the 
Public Mind.— Lafayette endeavours to save the Lives of the 
accused. — Compromises his Popularity. — Result of the Trial, 
— The Court’s Ingratitude. 

The difference in opinions and political views, 
which separated Lafayette from the men of the 
7th of August had gone on continually increasing, 
when the approaching trial of the ministers, 
induced the Court to exhibit a more conciliatory 
disposition towards the Chief of the National 
Guards of the kingdom. The unmerited suspicion, 
absurd jealousy and low sarcasm, with which 
the noble general had hitherto been treated, all at 
once gave place to marks of the most unlimited 
confidence and respect, and a display of almost 
filial affection. 

Lafayette did not attach to those attentions. 
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greatet value than they deserved. He pitied the 
feeling which dictated them, and though he fore- 
saw that they ag^uld soon have an end, he did 
not, on that account, allow himself to be moved 
from his resolution of performing his duty in every 
particular ; and, if necessary, of sacrificing his 
popularity, to preserve the honour of the revolu- 
tion of July. His attachment to this revolution 
approached almost to fanaticism ; and the object 
of all his thoughts was to make it descend to 
posterity as the beau ideal of popular omni- 
potence. 

To any other than Lafayette, the design of 
saving the lives of men, whose hands were still 
red with the blood of thousands of patriots, slain 
but a few days l^, would have presented insur- 
mountable difiiculties. The popularity of any one 
but himself would inevitably have perished in the 
attempt. The name of the ministers, whom he 
wished to snatch from the vengeance of the 
people, was associated with a sentiment of their 
mortal and unconquerable hostility to our liberty. 
They were the instruments of the oligarchy, who had 
selected them on account of their being most offsn- 
siveand odious to France, in preference to the other 
accomplices in the counter revolutionary plots. 
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which hiad been concocted during the last forty yean. 
They were the promoters of all the intrigues, and 
the executors of all the acts or#ISence, by which 
the country had been harassed under the restora- 
tion. T^y possessed no quality which could re- 
deem ’the vices of their character. By nature, 
both slavish and despotic, ferocious and weak; 
the issue of the dens of Coblentz, or of the sinks 
of the empire ; they presented the most extraor- 
dinary picture of inconsistency that had ever in- 
sulted national probity. Besides, it was they 
who conceived, prepared, and signed the ordi- 
nances. It was they, who directed the capital to 
be fired upon for three whole days, and made 
twenty thousand families mourn the death of their 
dearest relations and friends. And to what class 
did their victims belong ? Precisely to that which 
possessed all Lafayette’s predilections, and which 
enjoyed his sincerest affection and respect. 

Nearly all the national guards, too, required 
that the law for the punishment of high treason, 
iriiould be executed against the ministers with the 
greatest severity. 

The trial of the ministers presented a point 
of attraction to the most opposite parties, the 
most hostile passions, and the most contrary 

f2 
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litres; and the period of its commencement 
inrhs expected trith equal impatience by Gar> 
lists iind Biionapartists ; and particularly by the 
administrations abroad. They all firmly be- 
lieved, that the monarchy bf July would not sui> 
vive the experiment. 

The difficulties of this state of things were still 
further increased, by the number of liberated 
felons and malefactors present in the capital ; who, 
having made no harvest in the grand week, were 
in hopes that fresh disorders would give them an 
opportunity to make up for the sacrifices they had 
been obliged to submit to by that scrupulous 
regard of probity, which threw such splendour on 
the days of July. To these elements of confu- 
sion, must be added, the secret but active co- 
operation of the police, who, having been well 
paid, during the periods of the empire and of 
legitimacy, were disposed to favour any power, 
which offered them greater profit and a better 
guarantee of durability than a throne of yesterday, 
to whom no person could assure continued exist- 
ence. 

With respect to the young men of republican 
‘sentiments, already dissatisfied with the tortuous 
progress of the new, government, it is but justice 



OENEBAL LAFAYETTE. 


69 


|» that whether in obedience to a conscien- 
tiouB feeling for legal order, — ^whether fearful that 
any disturbance might be favourable either to the 
Carlist or Imperial interests, or whether it was, 
that their affection for Lafayette was stronger 
than their resentment, they sacrificed every feel- 
ing to public tranquillity, and actively seconded 
the efforts and the zeal of the national guards. 

In the mean time, the capital was the scene of 
the greatest agitation. In the court, the ’change, 
the saloons, in counting-houses, and shops, in short, 
in all quarters, those very men, who when the 
moment of danger had passed, most ardently 
desired and urged Lafayette’s dismissal, were 
now the loudest bawlers in his favour, and again 
proclaimed the Saviour of the country, and the 
iBgis of the monarchy. The Pa]ais-Royal, the 
asylum in which all the apprehensions which were 
in vogue, took refuge faring the storm, was in a 
trembling ecstacy when in the presence of the 
unique man, as he was called, whose virtues 
eclipsed the finest characters of antiquity. When 
the name of Lafayette was another word for loy- 
alty, patriotism and disinterestedness. I recoUect 
some of the amusing witticisms of the Prince 
Royal, prompted by the curious spectacle of pale 
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viai^B, groteaque confusion, and doctrinaire agony; 
vllich hi» father’s palace presented. ** It is 
enough to make one die of laughing,” said his 
jRoyal Highndss. 

. Such was the state of the public nund, when 
the king’s council communicated to Lathyettr, 
that he was invested with the fullest powers^ 
during the continuance of the trial of the minis- 
ters. The police of the Palais-Royal, of the 
JLuxembourg, and of the Chamber of Peers, the 
command of the troops of the line, concurrently 
with that of the national guard, were exclusively 
confided to him. His duty being thus clearly 
defined, it was impossible for Lafayette to hesU 
tate. He willingly undertook to bear all the 
responsibility which was heaped upon his septua- 
genarian head, resolved to protect the regular 
course of justice, and secure the strict execution 
of whatever sentence ipight be passed upon the 
ministers. 

The following is the order of the day which be 
published with this view, and which I only give 
as a starting point for the measures which w^e 
afterwards to be taken. 
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** Order of the Day, Dec. 1830. 

** The Greneral> Commander-in-Cliief of the 
National Guards, having by the king’s orders also 
assumed the command of the troops of the Line 
on duty during Ihe trial of the Ministers, directs 
as follows : 

“ The Chief of the Staff of the National Guards 
and General Fabvier will make arrangements for 
the execution of the measures ordered by the 
General-in-Chief, for the removal of the prisoners 
to the Luxembourg, and the maintenance of public 
order. 

** The Generals Fabvier and Carbonnel must 
transmit the General-in-Chief’s orders to the 
troops, whether belonging to the National Guards 
or to the Line, and likewise to Lieut.»Colonel 
Lavoent, second in command. 

“ In the absence of the Chief of the General 
Staff, Aides-de-Camp 6. W. Lafayette and Jou- 
bert will discharge the duties of under officers of 
the Staff; and one of them will remain at the 
General Staff, with the General-in-Chief, for the 
purpose of signing the orders. 

“ From the 14th of the present month, until fresh 
orders, the Assistant-Major-Generals, Colonels, 
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the superior Staff-officers, and officers of the le- 
gipps, and all the citizens composing the National 
.Quard of Paris, and its precincts, must not, under 
any pretext, put off their Uniform, 

** The National Guards, forming part of the 
battalion of reserve in each legion, may attend to 
their private business, on leaving at their re- 
spective dwellings precise directions where they 
may be found, in the event of their assistance 
being required. 

“ Those composing the guard at the Luxem- 
bourg must not quit their posts without the written 
permission of the superior officer. 

“ From the period mentioned above, a chief of 
battsdion will be upon duty at the principal town 
of each arrondissement, and will see to tlie execu- 
tion of the orders given by the General Staff, or 
by Generals Fabvier and Garbonnel. 

“ Particular instructions will be sent daily to 
the chief of each legion, or to the superior officer. 

“ Lafayette.” 

From the period of the arrest of the ministers 
(which was perfectly fortuitous, and not certainly 
in conformity with the wishes of Louis-Philippe, 
who anxiously desired their escape), Lafayette 
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had done eYery thing in his potrer to save these 
great criminals from the fate yrhich threatened 
them* and vrhich seemed almost inevitable. He 
wished them to be the object of a severe example 
of national justice ; but he was anxious that the 
people of the barricades, who had shewn so much 
generosity to Charles X., should not prove vin- 
dictive or implacable towards the executors of the 
counter-revolutionary projects of that despot; and 
he did not think himself the less bound to act 
upon these sentiments, from the knowledge that 
he, in whom now consisted their only safeguard, 
had been a short time ago ordered to be arrested 
and shot by these very men. Besides, Lafayette 
idolized the revolution of July ; and the very idea 
of a. return to the system of the scaffolds, would, 
in his mind, despoil it of all its romantic purity, 
and, as I have already said, of its beau ideal. 

With this view (which he publicly avowed, 
notwithstanding the popular ill will which he knew 
it would necessarily create against him), Lafayette, 
who had, moreover, at all times manifested a dis- 
like to the infliction of capital punishment, espe- 
cially for political ofiences, supported, on the 17th 
Auguirt, M. de Tracy’s proposition for the imme- 
diate abolition of that' species of punishment. 
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LafSi^etUi-did not conceal that the iqtpMMusbing 
importaiit trial was with him m, additional motive 
Ibr asking the Chamber if adopt the proposition of 
his honourable friend; he did not fail to 
observe that it was a point of great importance in 
his consideration that, after the termination of the 
conflict, the list of victims should be cloe^. 
When he was told by some of his friends, that 
the anxiety which he manifested for the criminal 
ministers, at a time when the relations and friends 
of six thousand victims were calling loudly for 
justice on the heads of those who had caused so 
much blood to flow, he replied, that “ popularity, 
though the most precious of treasures, and the 
only one that is worthy of amlntion, must, never-* 
theless, like all other treasure; be given up by 
every patriot when he thinks that the public good, 
the justice of the case, and the national interests, 
demand the sacrifice.” 

The following speech on this subject was spoken 
by him, three months before the trial of those 
Ministers who, only twenty-eight days before that 
period, had pointed him out as a victim to the 
assassins of Charles X. 

' look upon the question of capital punish- 
ment to have for its ground an isolated principle. 
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Of fcther sctolimonty wfait^is independent of those 
judicial teformsof which 1, as well as the honoum 
able gentleman^ seethe i^cessity. 1 shall continue 
to support it, until' I<<tia convinced of the in^ 
fallibility of the human jodgment^f* This question, 
gentlemen, is not a new one. At all periods has 
the abolition of capital punishment been advocated 
by tho most eminent statesmen. It was pro* 
posed in the Constituent Assembly by several 
Deputies, the names of three of whom I will 
mention: Adrian Duport, one of the most en- 
lightened magistrates; M. de Tracy, the lather 
of my honourable friend, the author of the ad- 
mirable commentary upon Montesquieu; and 
lastly, the virtuous Larochefoucauld, that true 
type of a great and excellent citizen, so cruelly 
and so basely murdered at Gisors, after the 10th 
of August. The Senate of the United States is 
at present occupied with the consideration of this 
question, which has been proposed by Edward 
livingstOD, who is now completing the work he 
began in the legislature of the state of Louisiana. 

How unfortunate it was, gentiemen, that the 
Constituent Assembly did not adopt the abolition 
of capital punishment i What irreparable misery 
might we then have bemr spared I and what 
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would not they who concurred in those innu-* 
mersble and various condemnations which subset 
quently tdok place — ^what woald not they shortly 
after have given, even to the sacrifice of then 
lives, to recal their own act! I confess, geB-» 
tlemen, that ever since the period of our political 
tempests I have felt an invincible horror of the 
punishment of death. Our present revolution 
bears a very different character from all preceding 
revolutions. In it we have beheld a union of 
patriotism and courage, with the greatest gene- 
rosity, and we could do nothing more in character 
with this last revolution than now, at this early 
period, to illustrate it by the great act of hu- 
manity proposed by my honourable firiend. I 
vote for the consideration of the question.” 

I cannot here avoid rendering my homage 
to the sentiments which inspired such language in 
one, who was justly called the legacy of the Con- 
stituent Assembly, and who, forty years ago, had 
supported the eloquent Duport in proposing the 
suppression of this human immolation. The 
inviolability of the life of man has been regarded 
by the most enlightened philosophers of every 
age, as the principle upon which society rests ; 
and' the time is doubtless not far distant when 
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tfani coDservatiYe principle will be held sacred^ 
aad^con8ideration&. of temporary utility will cease 
to prevail against‘< eternal justice. As M. de 
Tracy justly olxserved, there is nothing truly preg> 
nant with good consequences ex(%pt what is just 
and true. 

Still it may be disputed whether the most fit 
period* was chosen to submit this grave question 
ta -'the legislature, since, to proceed in a logical 
manner, it was necessary in the first place to 
direct a revision of the entire penal code, which 
still bears the stamp, in its Draconic severity, of 
the most intolerable despotism. Was it rights 
for the purpose of saving a few great criminals, to 
debate isblatedly a question which, in the general 
opinion, required much consideration and discus- 
sion, and a period of tranquillity for its dis- 
cussion? Finally, the punishment of death being 
the existing law at the time of the trial of the 
Ministers, and the commission of the enormous 
crimes of which they were charged against that 
which is dearest to man — his liberty, was it not 
to be apprehended that the depriving the criminal 
code of its severest part might tend to weaken tlie 
nuthority of the national sovereignty, and subject 
it to the charge of an aristocratic partiality? 1 
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myoym opinion, lUce tbali of* every oon* 
seimtkms is that th^^nisfatnent* of deaih 
ought to be abolished ; and I»«i>nfesB, too,^^ that 
having contributed by my fiiSble endeavours 
to save the Ministers of Charles X. from the 
punishment which the vengeance of the people 
might have inflicted upon them, 1 feel great pfea> 
sure m the recollection that they were not sublet 
to the. severe execution of national justice. I^t, 
when 1 reflect on the considerations which ap> 
peered to call for a striking example, such, for 
instance, as the necessity of associating the cause 
of the new monarchy with that of the revolution 
by some decisive act ; of terrifying all who might 
be disposed to follow in the track of di^criminal 
cabinet, and of proving to Europe that an im« 
passable abyss separated the restoration from the 
new order of things; above all, when I reCoU 
lected the state of the public mind, and the loud 
cries raised for the punishment of these great 
criminals, and when 1 see that the executioner’s 
axe has fallen upon the neck of the people, after 
ceasing to be suspended over the heads of thdr 
most implacable enemies, I cannot avoid saying 
that, in this terrible ordeal, Lafayette benevolehdy 
staked bis immmise popularity to satisfy an ex^ 
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i^ted sentuneot «£ g^erosity and humaoity . M. 
de Po^nac had /,aal(eeted Lafayette for deatb>^ 
l^afoyette deten^aed to save the life of M. de 
Poligaac. Hisfory will doubtless declare what 
there was of the man in this conduct; 4»f a. 
virtuous man, undoubtedly; but has not even 
virtue its own pride ? 

this period the whole of Europe had its eyes 
fixed upon Lafayette. His enemies waited the 
result with the liveliest expectation, and his friends 
with the most distressing anxiety ; for they both 
believed that it must necessarily cause the des- 
truction of his popularity, and put a termination 
in consequence to his political existence. Indeed 
symptomf of the greatest discontent at the soli- 
citude displayed in favour of the prisoners 
of Vincennes, appeared even in bis own staff;. 
There, as among the people, the national guard; 
and the youth of the schools, a feeling of indigi 
nation was created by the thought that the insti- 
gators of the ordinances of July, the promoters of 
the massacre of 7000 patriots, should enjoy a 
scandalous impunity, while the graves were a» 
yet scarcely closed over their victims. One loud 
cry for vengeance proceeded from every quarter, 
and the truth must be tohl» that it. was only in the 
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expectation of procuring veng^ance.from the la^s 
that th eyrefrained from obtai|l&g it for themselves. 

This exasperation of the pubH^mind, which was 
well known to Lafayette, and wbjph was exagge* 
rated by his friends and enemies, only served to 
strengthen him in the determination of opposing 
the storm, and, at every sacrifice, of enforcing 
obedience to the law. He consequently employed 
all the influence of his vast authority for the main- 
tenance of public tranquillity, the preservation of 
the lives of the accused ministers, and the. inde- 
pendence of the high court which was to sit in 
judgment on his friends. 

In 1789, as in 1830, Lafayette in his efibrts 
to maintain public order always aote4 on the 
principle of avoiding sudden and violent movei* 
^ents, of preventing rather than repressing, of per- 
suading rather than coercing. His system- was 
constantly to oppose to^the torrent of commotion, 
patience, and the steady power of masses, in pre-' 
ference to those murderous attacks and fierce 
demonstrations which in general appeared to him 
calculated only to sow the dangerous seeds of 
hatred and revenge amongst the citizens. He 
said himself, what he most dreaded was to excite 
the animosity of the workman’s jd:cket against the 
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uniform of thcF^'Da^nal guard. All po^^crful as 
these ’Circumstebcssi^ere in hi^ eyes; stilt they 
never- divested of firmness in the discharge' of 
his dutyj howevH^ painful it might be. 

This ' prudence, at once politic and paternal, 
always had its adv,antage. I have had frequent 
opportunities of knowing that the zeal of his fellow 
citizei^ of all parties, procured him information, 
and enabled him to adopt measures which antici- 
pated the tardy communications transmitted by 
the police to his head quarters. This system of 
firmness and conciliation was at all times his rule 
of conduct. On referring to the journals of the 
period one perceives that in the most difficult 
crisis of onf • first revolution, it frequently hap- 
pened that in order to avoid compromising the 
national guard with the rest of the population, 
he would rush alone into the midst of a popular 
commotion, appease the tumult, rescue the victims 
and himself deliver the guilty into the hands of 
justice.* 

* A circumstance mentioned by M. de Montlosier in his. 
Memoirs (a work nevertheless very partial and inaccurate) 
attests the generous solicitude which always characterised the 
conduct of La&yette even towards his enemies. M. de Montlo- 
sier relates that on leaving the constituents assembly, after a 
very strong sitting, in which the right side had violently at- 

VOL. Jl. O 
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The Doctrinaires have hadthe insolence to tax 
Lafayette with weakness and, with capitulating to 
sedition. This false imputation, has not failed to 
produce some effect upon supernal minds, who 
prefer adopting an idea offered to them to observ* 
ing and thinking for themselves. If it were 
necessary I could easily prove that at no time, 
and least of all during his command in 1830, did 
Lafayette purchase his popularity by misplaced 
concession. Let any one compare the troubles 
which arose out of the first efiervescence of the 
revolution of July with the insurrections provoked 
by the re-actionary policy of the 13th of March, 
and state candidly whether they bear any propor- 
tion to each other with respect to their intrinsic 
importance or disastrous consequences. I do not 
now speak of the deplorable conflict which covered 
the streets of Paris with blood — those melancholy 
days will find a place in this work which was not 
reserved for them. 

tacked Lafayette he observed some national guards following 
him« and having inquired the cause from an officer who more 
particularly appeared to watch his movements, he heard with 
gratitude that on all such occ^ions, Lafayette ordered the na- 
tional guards secretly to protect the members of the right side 
from any insult on the part of the people, whose irritation they 
had excited. 
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M. Odillon Barrot has reminded the present 
ministers, in alldSion to the late events at Lyons, 
that at the cdtnmencement of the revolution, 
when popular ‘^l^tation was at its height, nu- 
merous and formidable bodies having advanced 
unjust claims, Lafayette and the prefect of the 
Seine, men of the revolution and the movement, 
repressed these tumultuous demands with a very 
different kind of firmness from that which the men 
of the juste milieu have since exhibited. Then 
also, the workmen of different trades, men who 
were still covered with the dust of the barricades, 
loudly demanded an increase of wages, and others 
called for the destruction of machinery, which, in 
their ignorance, they considered prejudicial to 
their interests. Well ! shall we be told that the 
Commander-in-Chief, or the first magistrate of the 
department of the Seine, surrendered in this crisis 
any one of the true principles of justice and poli- 
tical economy. 

I recollect, that some time before the trial of 
the ministers, M. de Montalivet being present, 
some ardent patriots informed Lafayette, that a 
numerous assemblage was about to proceed to the 
triumphal arch of the Tuileries, for the purpose 
of tearing down the trophies of the Trocadero. 

G 2 
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What was the answer of the Comraander-in- Chief? 
That he detested as much as ihy one could do 
those impious trophies, but thai'he did not wish 
them to be destroyed illegally. He went out to 
the mob, which retreated at the voice of La- 
fayette. It is true, that Lafayette had in the in- 
terim, strongly urged the minister of the Interior 
instantly to efface those bas reliefs — the odious 
monuments of a sacrilegious victory. M. de Mon- 
talivet promised that they should be immediately 
destroyed ; but nevertheless, these playthings of 
the restoration were allowed to stand until, after 
Lafayette’s resignation, the people a second time 
demanded their removal in the presence of the 
king, the new Coramander-in-Chief of the Na- 
tional Guards, and the commander of the first 
military division, who were then reviewing four 
battalions in the court-yard of the Tuileries. 

In the same manner were effaced those dear 
fieurs de It/s, for the preservation of which so 
much solicitude was expressed. It required two 
popular meetings to effect the removal of these 
emblems from the pediments of the Palais-Royal, 
and the pannels of the Citizen-King’s carriages. 
Lafayette, to whom Louis Philippe complained 
bitterly of the demands of the people, said, “ You 
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know, I always wished these memorials of Go- 
blentz and thovT^pration to be effaced. 1 would 
have done it befPfC^or any day since you have 
done it.” 

The patriots attached much importance to re- 
moving to the Pantheon, the remains of Manuel 
and Foy. Six thousand young men, accompanied 
by a body of national guards, procured the busts of 
those great citizens, and in their generous impa- 
tience to pay the debt of their country, went in 
procession towards the temple. M. Odillon 
Barrot hastened to meet them, and having repre- 
sented that by their proceedings they were vio- 
lating the law, he prevailed upon them, without 
difficulty, to deposit their two busts in the great 
hall of the Hotel de Ville, until a bill, which he 
promised to introduce should be passed, to le- 
galize the removal of the remains to the Pantheon. 
The government lost no time in ratifying the 
engagement of the prefect of the Seine, by 
appointing a committee, composed of Marshal 
Jourdan, M. M. de Schonen, Jacqueminot, and 
Gasimir Delavigne, with Lafayette as President. 
This committee drew up a project of law which 
was approved of, and presented to the Ghamber 
by M. Guizot. But still this was only bargaining 
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with danger, it was a trick, a deception, a base- 
ness on the part of the men of the 7th of August, 
who, after the lapse of eighteen months, have 
succeeded in excluding from the sepulchre in- 
scribed, Avuv Grands Hommes la patrie recormois- 
ante, the ashes of those men to whom France 
incontestably owes most gratitude. Every one 
remembers the petty artifices and miserable in- 
trigues which compelled the honourable M. de 
Salverte to withdraw his proposition, in order to 
avoid fresh outrages on the memory of the de- 
fenders of our liberties. But it is not equally 
well known, and it may perhaps appear incre- 
dible, even at this period, so fertile in monstrosi- 
ties, that the only cause of the repugnance evinced 
in a high quarter to the memory of Manuel, was 
the anathema pronounced by that great orator on 
the elder branch of the Bourbons. In certain 
places, people were shocked at the bare idea of 
seeing a French Chamber bequeath to immor- 
tality, a tribune, who had dared in the face of the 
world to affirm, that an uncontroulable repug- 
nance separated France from the men of Gob- 
lentz and Quiberon. How could the dynasty 
of the barricades conscientiously pardon this in- 
solent contempt for the Lord’s anointed ? 
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It may be well to recal these circumstances to 
the recollection of those who, for these last 
eighteen months, have represented men of popular 
principles as the promoters of trouble and anarchy. 
Unskilful statesmen, who allege that their own 
unpopularity is owing to their talent for governing ; 
who affect not to know what is precisely that 
popular fibre, that instinctive sympathy between 
the mass and certain men which enables them 
the more readily to rule, by persuasion or force, 
the most violent passions ! “ True popularity,” 

said Lafayette, “ is not to be judged of by a com- 
plaisance in doing what will please the multitude, 
but by the success with which we persuade the 
people that they ought not to do that which is 
wrong, and the firmness with which, when neces- 
sary, we prevent them from doing wrong without 
losing any of their affection.” 

This is true popularity, and not that which has 
recently deluged the streets of Lyons, Grenoble, 
and Paris with blood ; which is always armed 
with the lighted match and the axe; arms the 
citizens one against the other; spreads on all 
sides hatred and revenge ; fills the land with con- 
spiracies and plots, and divides France into five 
or six factions, for the purpose of keeping itself 
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suspended amidst their divisions. This popularity 
belongs neither to Lafayette nor his friends. The 
moral power of their .popularity;.has enabled them, 
during eight months of storms hnd political con* 
vulsions, to settle an empire shaken to its very 
foundations ; to defend French society against the 
greatest dangers which have ever menaced it ; to 
refer to a doubtful and suspected tribunal great 
criminals who had called down popular vengeance 
on their heads ; and to save, in spite of itself, a 
monarchy which was hurrying to its ruin. All 
this, as M. Lafitte .observed, has been effected 
without causing any one to put on mourning. 
This, however, is the popularity which the doc- 
trinaires’ doctrine designate governmental inca- 
pacity. But sides are changing, and ministers 
also : let us have patience. 

To return to the trial of the Ministers. From 
the moment the first troubles occurred in Paris, 
after the events of July, Lafayette, admirably 
seconded by the prefects of the Seine and of the 
police, and more immediately by, Jlhe chief of the 
general staff, made arjrangementby which 15,000 
of the national guard could at any moment be 
assembled under arms at given points, the interme- 
diate spaces being qonstantly occupied by troops 
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of the line, equally well distributed by the judi- 
cious care of General Fabvier. 

These precautions for the public safety did not 
however appear to Lafayette sufficient to stem 
the torrent which threatened to overwhelm the 
capital from all parts. In fact, he had not to put 
down mere partial risings, but an insurrection, 
which was the more formidable, inasmuch as it 
was augmented by the discontented of all parties, 
and even by numbers of excellent citizens, who, 
strangers to all factions, were animated only by a 
laudable feeling of indignation against the im- 
punity promised to the -Ministers of Charles X. 
All men, however different their opinions, united 
in a single call for death and revenge. The Lux- 
embourg. the Palais Royal, the prisons, the public 
establishments and private property, might be, 
and were equally menaced. The prudence and 
activity of the Commander-in-Chief were propor- 
tionate to the multitude and the imminence of the 
dangers he had to oppose. His first care was to 
agree upon an4 establish constant communications 
with the President and the Grand Referendary of 
the Chamber of Peers, the War Minister, and the 
Minister of the Interior, the prefects of the depart- 
ments, and the police. Generals Pajal and Fabvier, 
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and the respective commanders of the legions of 
the national guards. 

After having secured to hinuielf the assistance 
of all the citizens and soldiery, and combined 
their movements with those of the troops of the 
line ; having anticipated all accidents, and divided 
the general command of Paris into four principal 
sections, entrusted to the inspector-general and 
the major-generals of the national guards ; after 
having specially provided for the safety of the 
Palais Royal and the Hotel-de-Ville, Lafayette 
directed all his solicitude to the Luxembourg, 
against which the tide of popular commotion was 
about to turn. 

Colonel Fisthamel was made Commander-in- 
Chief of this central point of attack, and the second 
command was given to Lieut.-Golonel Lavocat. 
This officer had been a few years before tried and 
condemned to death by the Cours des Pairs, and 
Lafayette conceived it would be granting him a 
noble compensation, to place under his safeguard 
the judges who had lately sentenced , him to capital 
punishment. 

These arrangements being determined upon, 
the ex-ministers were transferred from the Cha- 
teau Vincennes to the prison of the Luxembourg, 
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where the generosity of Lafayette had provided 
for these great criminals every consolation which 
could alleviate their misfortune. 

The government wished that their removal 
should take place during the night; Lafayette, 
on the contrary, insisted that it should take place 
in open day, and this confidence had the desired 
effect. The objects of so much hatred and me- 
nace traversed at noon, without insult, the most 
populous quarters of the capital, thronged by an 
irritated, but silent multitude. 

But no one could misunderstand the feelings of 
the people. The death of the ministers was evi- 
dently wished for, as well as expected ; and it 
was certain, that if the people consented not to 
execute justice themselves, it was because they 
had a perfect conviction that the Court of Peers, 
whatever might be its partiality, would never dare 
to spare the lives of the guilty. 

Lafayette perceived the necessity of no longer 
encouraging this delusion, and of preparing the 
public for what he well knew would be the issue 
of the trial. Then, in spite of the solicitations of 
men who honestly feared, and of those who hear- 
tily desired, the loss of his popularity, he declared 
in an order of the day, that whatever might be the 
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sentence of the high court, he would cause it to 
be respected. The following is the. document, 
which, while it embodies the principles of his long 
political life, attests the .abnegation which he 
always made of himself in^he- greatest crises of 
our two revolutions. 

Order of the Day, Dec. 19 , 1830 . 

“ In circumstances which different passions and 
different interests, at the expence of public peace 
and legal order, attempt to render critical, the 
Commander-in-Chief commences by returning 
thanks to the national guards and the troops of 
the line, who, by the services they have for some 
days performed under his orders, have shewn, by 
their Eeal, excellent spirit, and union, that the 
cause of liberty has good defenders against anar- 
chy and contempt of the laws. The marks of 
confidence and affection which he lately received, 
on visiting the posts, both from the troops under 
arms and other citizens, have excited his warm 
gratitude. These sentiments arer^e^rocal. 

“ The Commander in-Chief, ab th'b .commence- 
ment of this week, when the glory of the great 
work, is in danger of being tarnished by disorders 
and violence, thinks himself bound to lay before 
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his fellow citizens the principles and experience of 
his whole life. 

“ He will hot nddress himself to counter-revo* 
lutiohists, to the partisans of the fallen dynasty, 
to the old followers^ of all aristocracies, and all 
despotisms who not content with the protection 
granted them by a generous people, and by the 
rights of true liberty would wish, as in the first 
revolution, and the risk of being themselves the 
victims, to bring about a third restoration by dis- 
order, and, under a hypocritical mark, to substi- 
tute for liberty, licentiousness its mortal enemy, 
to soil by anarchy and murder our unstained 
revolution, to encourage our foreign enemies, to 
disenchant the admiration of the world and 
thus to frustrate the effects of the example we 
have set them. The Gommander-in-Ghief has 
never had any thing in common with these men. 

“Still less does he address himself to those 
who are accustomed to crime, and eager for 
pillage, who regret that the rapidity and the 
purity of oar^A^otory did not afford them time to 
execute thmi^ wicked intentions. It is certain 
that, let them disguise^ their objects under what 
pretext they may, they cannot seduce a virtuous, 
industrious, and intelligent people, who, even in 
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the heat of combat, maaifested its horror of such 
excesses and persons. 

" But if, even amidst this population itself there 
should be well intentioned, although misled citi- 
zens who imagine they Hrve justice by com- 
mitting against her the greatest of offences, that of 
menacing judges, or of executing, as it is called, 
justice with their own hands ; who suppose they 
serve liberty by employing nieasures which liberty 
reprobates ; who finally, for partial disatisfaction 
would desire to destroy their own work at all 
risk, I will remind them that at a former period 
the French people plunged into the horrors of 
that anarchy and sanguinary tyranny, which gave 
birth to bankruptcy, famine, and the maximum i 
and afterwards passed through despotism to an 
odious restoration imposed by foreigners. 

“ However, the confidence of the Commander- 
in-Chief in the Parisian population, in the brave 
and generous conquerors of July, in the energetic 
youth, of whom he prided himself in being the 
constant friend, in his dear brot|^l$-in-arms of 
the national guard, has not been 'fbr a moment 
shaken. They will always find him what he was 
at nineteen years of age; what he was in 1789, 
and is in 1830, he will continue to be during the 
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few years which he has yet to live,. viz., the man 
of liberty and public order, loving popularity more 
than life, but determined to sacrifice both rather 
than fail in his doty, or suffer the commission of 
a crime ; and deeply persuaded that no object 
can justify means which public or private morality 
disavows. 

"He thought, during the barricades, that the 
present government," founded on the sovereignty 
of the people, and having at its head Louis-Phi- 
lippe the First, was the best, which under the cir- 
cumstances of France and Earope we could adopt. 
He thinks so still, and defends the government, 
not only because he has promised to do so, but 
also because he has not changed his opinion. As 
to the other combinations of our political exist- 
ence, as to the secondary measures of adminis- 
tration, it is in the tribune, or anywhere, rather 
than in an order of the day, that it becomes him 
to express his opinion. A popular throne, sur- 
rounded by republican institutions,, was the motto 
adopted at t^t^otel-de-Ville, by a patriot of 1789, 
now become' a citizen-king. Both people and 
king will prove themselves faithful to this contract. 

" The Gommander>m-Cbief, quite sure of being 
supported by his patriot fellow-citizens, and his 
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brothers -in-arms, (of the former of whom, some,r 
and of the latter, he ventures to say, all, are his 
friends), in his adherence to those principles of 
liberty and public order, which he will never 
abandon, even if he stood alone, relies now for 
their co-operation in the strict and faithful dis- 
charge of all their duties. 

“ Lafayette.” 

This language roused against the Commander- 
in-Chief, all those parties whose hopes it thwarted, 
or whose passions it irritated. These parties did 
not consider themselves beaten, and their, loud 
outcries for vengeance and death were a prelude 
to the scenes which accompanied those memorable 
proceedings in the Chamber of Peers. Paris 
appeared to be on the eve of one of those in- 
evitable catastrophes, of which it is impossible 
for human foresight to calculate the results. . The 
Republic, the Empire, the Restoration, the Con- 
vention, Napoleon the Second, Henry the Fifth, 
anything, save the security of Lp|is-Philippe's 
throne, appeared, in the eyes of the- people, pos- 
sible to rise out of this chaos. 

« Amidst this general panic, the trials commenced. 

The peers, themselves were terror-stricken, and it 
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was only after long hesitation, and the reiterated 
assurance given by Lafayette that he would 
answer for their inviolability with his life, that 
our conscript fathers, witnessed the opening of 
those proceedings on which their dearest affec- 
tions were at stake. 

Lafayette had formed the garrison of Luxem- 
bourg of national guards, and troops of the line, 
among whom he had endeavoured to establish the 
most perfect harmony. Numerous battalions of 
the Parisian militia defended the avenues of the 
palace ; others guarded the Louvre, the Palais- 
Royal; and the Chamber of Deputies, or were 
stationed on the various points of the capital, 
where popular meetings might be formed with 
most facility. The legions of the banlieu oc- 
cupied the outer Boulevards, as corps of reserve, 
and were connected by close posts, with the force 
specially destined to cover the Louvre. Finally, 
numerous patroles paraded Paris in every direc- 
tion, dispersing in their rounds the groupes of 
people, whose'ij^^berswe^ncessantly augment- 
ing, and whos'^ object was to march to the Lux- 
embourg. 

But in spite of all the precautions which pru- 
dence and energy dictated, vast crowds had col- 
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lected in every point of the capital ; violent tumults 
arose ; the streets and places adjacent to the Lux- 
embourg were soon filled by an insurgent po- 
pulace, which, and this fact was then the more 
alarming, was not the populace of the barricades. 
The danger was imminent ; the close ranks of the 
battalions which defended the advance-posts 
were broken ; the people had already attacked 
the great gate of the palace ; frantic shouts re- 
sounded in the interior of the tribunal ; a few 
more efforts on the part of the insurgents, and the 
sanctuary of Justice would have been sullied by 
the blood of the accused, perhaps of their judges , 
the revolution would have been dishonoured, and 
Heaven knows w'hat . storms might have gathered 
over France ! 

Lafayette, who at the commencement of the 
trials had established his head-quarters at the 
Luxembourg, did not hesitate, according to cus- 
tom, to venture forth from the protecting ranks of 
the national guards, and to mingle with the insur- 
gent mob. He would allow only a few aides-de- 
camp to accompany him : I was one of the num- 
ber. In vain we represented to him the imprudence 
of this course, observing, that the crowd to 
whose discretion he trusted himself, was not com- 



GENERAL LAFAYETTE. 


99 


posed of the men of July. It was indeed a disor- 
derly assemblage of the lowest of the Paris popu- 
lace, and the dregs of political factions, presenting 
nothing in common with the stern but honest 
character of the champions of the barricades. It 
was not, indeed, those honest workmen, whose 
brawny arms, covered with dust and blackened 
with gunpowder, had been exerted in defence of 
their country’s liberty, but a set of the most 
abandoned characters, felons, thieves, and police 
agents, who are ever at the service of the best 
payer, and whose shabby appearance and tattered 
clothes formed a striking contrast with the aristo- 
cratic air and fine apparel, quand mhne, of their 
instigators, among whom were to be seen several 
clergymen in disguise. Lafayette did not, however, 
hesitate to go into the midst of this lawless mob, 
who offered him not the slightest insult, and who 
at once desisted from their riotous proceedings, at 
the instance of the very man who had been held 
out as an object of popular odium ; and who, it 
had been said, had endeavoured to save the lives 
of the enemies and butchers of the poor people. 

This bold and venturesome conduct saved the 
Luxembourg. But the mob, who were not to be 
so easily diverted from their object, soon com- 
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menced a fresh attack. The national guards, 
however, opposed all their attempts and cries for 
the death of the Ministers, with such determined 
firmness and courage, th^t the Chamber of Peers 
were enabled from that moment to proceed with 
their discussions in perfect security. The mad 
cries of the mob no longer reached them, and 
their sentence was pronounced without causing 
the shedding of a single drop of blood, or the pil- 
lage of a single house. 

At this period of difficulty Lafayette published 
the following order of the day : 

“ Order of the Day, Dec. 21. 

The General-in-Chief cannot find language 
sufficiently strong to express his express his ad- 
miration and gratitude for the zeal, firmness, and 
devotion, which his comrades of the national 

I 

guards and of the Line manifested at a time of so 
much difficulty as yesterday. He knows very 
well that his confidence in their patriotism will 
be justified on every occasion; but he deeply 
regrets the fatigue dnd inconvenience to which 
they are exposed. Not being able, as he would 
wish, to save them this trouble, all that 
he can do is to take a share of it. We all 
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equally feel the necessity of protecting the capital 
against the efforts of malevolence and anarchy, of 
maintaining the security of property and person, 
and of preventing our revolution being sullied by 
the commission of crime and the compromise of 
our honour. We are all of us determined, as one 
man, to execute these sacred duties ; and in the 
midst of the grief which he feels for the tumults of 
yesterday, and those which are threatened to-day, 
the General-in-Chief finds much consolation and 
satisfaction in the sentiments which he entertains 
for his dear and brave comrades in the cause of 
liberty and public order. 

“ Lafayette.” 

As had been anticipated, the tumults of yester- 
day were renewed on the 21st of December, but 
anarchy, in its nature always powerless, was on 
this occasion, as on the preceeding, obliged to 
submit to the authority of the faw. 

However, the Palais Royal, which was still 
threatened by serious danger, thought it right to 
impart, if possible, new zeal to its defenders. 
The king accordingly addressed a letter to the 
General-in-chief, who communicated it to the Na- 
tional Guard in the following order of the day. 
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“ Order of the day, Dec. ^2nd. 

“ Every order of the day, at this critical mo- 
ment, cannot fail to contain a repetition of the 
theGeneral'in-chiePs thanks to his dear brothers in 
arms, because every day gives them a fresh claim 
to his public and personal gratitude. Their con- 
duct under existing circumstances must have its 
effect, in promoting the general cause of liberty 
and public order. It shews the excellence of 
institutions, founded on an enlarged and complete 
confidence in French rights and sentiments: it 
points out our duty which we are resolved to 
perform ; and the revolution of July, which sug- 
gests to the General-in-Chief recollections so glo- 
rious to his dear comrades, reminds him of the 
many marks he has received of their affection and 
confidence, and forms an indissoluble band of 
union among all of us, who participated in the 
events of July. 

The General-in-Chief is anxious to particu- 
larize all his obligations ; but he thinks that he 
cannot do any thing more satisfactory to the na- 
tional guard than at once to publish the following 
letter, which he has just received : — 
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The King's Letter to Lafayette. 

Tuesday Morning, Dec. 32nd. 

“ It is you, my dear General, whom I select to 
transmit to our brave and indefatigable national 
guard, the expression of my admiration of the 
zeal and energy which they have displayed in the 
maintainance of public order, and the prevention 
of disorder. It is you also, my dear General, to 
whom my thanks are due, for the promptitude 
with which you have come forward, and again give, 
a fresh example of this courage, patriotism, and 
respect for the laws, which you have so often ex- 
hibited in the course of your long and noble career. 

“ Express in my name, the delight I feel at 
witnessing the revival of the beautiful institution 
of the National Guard, for the origin of which we 
are chiefly indebted to you, and which, distin- 
guished by vigour and patriotic sentiments, has, 
since the defeat of the plots, formed for its anni- 
hilation, in the glorious days of July, become 
more beautiful and numerous than ever. It is 
this great institution, which assures us of the 
triumph of the sacred cause of liberty, as much 
by making our national independence respected 
abroad, as by securing the uninterrupted execu- 
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tion of the laws at home. Let us not forget that 
there is no liberty without law, and nQ law 
where any power whatever succeeds in paralyzing 
its operation, and rising above it. 

“Such are, niy dear general, the sentiments 
which 1 beg you will express for me to the 
national guards. I count on the continuance of 
their efforts and yours, so that nothing may disturb 
that public tranquillity, of which, Paris and France 
stand so much in need, and which it is so essential 
to maintain. 

“ Receive, at the same time, my dear General, 
the assurance of the sincere friendship which you 
know I cherish for you. 

“ Louis Philippe.” 

Almost all the inhabitants of Paris, and that 
same citizen guard, which had so courageously 
defended the lives of the ministers against the 
summary justice of the populace, confidently 
hoped that the high court would pronounce upon 
them sentence of death. The enemies of the new 
order of things, who were aware of this disposition 
of the public mind, and wished to profit by a 
violent reaction, had, some hours before the sen* 
tence was passed, circulated a report, that the 
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peers had doomed the prisoners to capital punish- 
ment 

This report which was actively spread through 
every quarter of Paris, was received with general 
enthusiasm ; even those who had expressed most 
horror at any attempt against the lives of the 
prisoners, or the independence of their judges, 
were satisfied with the terrible verdict which they 
supposed had been pronounced. But great was 
their disappointment and indignation, when it was 
ascertained, that instead of the forfeiture of their 
lives, perpetual imprisonment, (if there could be 
any thing perpetual in politics) was the only pu- 
nishment awarded to the men, who for three long 
days, had deluged ^he streets of Paris in blood. 

On the sentence being made known great 
agitation was manifested among the batalions 
of the national guards, on duty in the court- 
yard of the Luxembourg ; they insisted on being 
immediately relieved. These honest citizens had 
suffered every fatigue and privation, and braved 
every threat to save the prisoners from being 
assassinated in their prison, and to secure to them 
every guarantee of a regular trial, but they never 
imagined it possible that the authors of so many 
massacres and calamities could escape that pun- 
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ishment which the law irremissibly assigns to less 
guilty criminals. 

Thb explosion of dissatisfaction, which was so 
serious, considering the social position of the men 
among whom it was manifested, might have 
spread abroad and occasioned incalculable mis- 
fortunes. Lafayette, who was still at the Luxem- 
bourg, hastened to his comrades, and delivered to 
them a feeling and persuasive address. So 
powerful was the affection which bound the 
National Guard to its old General, that at the 
voice of the latter the rage of these brave citizens 
was appeased, as if by enchantment. 

It was necessary to reconduct to Vincennes the 
prisoners, whose sentence, severe as it was, 
produced on the public mind the effect of a bill 
of impunity. Government had proposed that 
they should be secretly removed on the night 
preceding that on which sentence was pro- 
nounced. Lafayette was of a different opinion ; 
he thought that the Ministers ought to be taken 
back to Vincennes in the same way as they had 
been brought to Paris, viz. — in open day, and 
that they should not be removed until after the 
sentence, whatever it might be. However, as 
the forms of the Court of Peers did not require 
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that the accused should be present on the delivery 
of the sentence, it was determined, with the con- 
currence of Lafayette, that their removal should 
take place immediately on the close of the trial. 
Lafayette accordingly arranged with the Pre- 
sident that the accused should be conducted back 
to that portion of the palace which served as their 
prison, as soon as the legal forms permitted ; and 
with the Minister of the Interior that they should, 
be conveyed to Vincennes as privately and as 
speedily as possible. The execution of this im- 
portant measure was intrusted by Lafayette to 
General Fabvier, who on this occasion mani- 
fested the intelligence and zeal which have always 
distinguished him in the discharge of his duty. 

It was four o’clock in the afternoon. The troops 
of the line and the national guards who defended 
the Luxembourg, those who were on duty in the 
interior of the palace, the crowds who surrounded 
the building, in short, every one, save the judges 
and a few privileged confidants, were under the 
impression that sentence of death 'had been pro- 
nounced on the ministers of Charles X. As 1 
have already observed, this intelligence had been 
received with almost universal satisfaction. No 
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one dreamed of the virtual acquittal of the pri- 
soners, who themselves, on being conducted* back 
to their place of confinement, were haunted by 
the fear of falling victims to the vengeance of the 
people, even more than by the dread of forfeiting 
their beads upon the scaffold. 

When Lieutenant-General Lavocat announced 
to them that they were to be conducted back to 
the castle of Vincennes, the impression produced 
on their minds evidently wa« that the»r last 
hour was at hand. Colonel Lavocat, however, 
assured them that he could answer for their lives, 
and they then prepared to follow him to the 
vestibule, where the guard of the prison was 
waiting for them under arms. Profound anx- 
iety was depicted in the countenance of M. Po- 
lignac; resignation and courage were apparent 
in the calm and expre-sive fe.'.tures of M. Peyron- 
net ; M. de Chantelcuse looked like a man strug- 
gling to overcome the painf' 1 feelings by which 
he was agitated : he inspired sentiments of regret 
and pity : M. Guernon de Ranville endeavoured 
to appear indifferent, but he was only resigned. 
It must be confessed that all of them, at that awful 
hour, behaved with dignity and courage. 

The ceremony of Lieutenant-Colonel Lavocat 
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consigning the prisoners to Colonel Fisthamel, 
who >^aited for them at the head of the national 
guard on duty in the interior of the prison, was a 
truly dramatic scene. What would be the con- 
duct of that guard at the sight of the great crimi- 
nals, who they supposed had been condemned to 
death, and whom they now saw escaping from the 
swo.d of justice ^ If, at the recollection of a father, 
a brother, a son, or a friend, whose blood had been 
shed at their hands, a single national guard had 
greeted the -ippioaoh by a cry of vengeance, 
what niighi not have been feared from the exaspe- 
ration jf thirty or forty thousand furious men, 
who were onlv at a hundred paces distance, and 
who had been foi four days past loudly invoking 
the death of tl.<. ministers ! But the conduct of 
the brave citizen guard was that of men of honour. 
The prisoners passed tin > igu their ranks in si- 
lenco, and there was uot a w. d, a look, or a 
gesture, calculated to wound or alarm them. 

The prisoners arrived at the carriage destined 
to convey them. It was surrounded by a detach- 
ment of cavalry, under the command of General 
Fabvier, who had echeloned numerous posts along 
all the road to Vincennes. Seated in a light ca- 
leche, at each side of which General Fabvier and 
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the Minister of the Interior rode on horseback, 
the prisoners were rapidly transported to their 
destination : and it may be questioned whether 
the moment when the drawbridge of the old for- 
tress of Vincennes closed upon them, was not one 
of the happiest of their whole lives. Be this as it 
may, no attack, no accident, no tumult, inter- 
rupted their short, but perilous journey. 

1 have described what took place at the Luxem- 
bourg, when the sentence and removal of the pri- 
soners were made known simultaneously ; what 
would have happened had these two circumstances 
been known some moments sooner, I do not pre- 
tend to say. 

Next day tranquility prevailed throughout the 
capital, and Lafayette, impressed with the im- 
portance of the service the national guards of Paris 
had rendered to all France, testified his gratitude 
to them in the following terms ; — 

Orefer of the Day, Dec. 24. 

The critical moment, announced as the ren- 
dezvous of all plans of disorder, is happily over. 
The revolution has issued pure from this new trial, 
and has refuted the falsehoods of its calumniators 
in all countries. The law remained unviolated. 



UENERAL LAFAYETTE. 


Ill 


the accused were protected, and their sentence 
respected. The judges have thanked us through 
the medium of their president. The approbation 
of the Chamber of Deputies was proclaimed in 
the sitting of yesterday; and acclamations of 
affection answered the personal acknowledgment 
of the king. The inhabitants of the capital, 
whose safety was secured by prudent firmness, 
are satisfied with us ; and the same feeling per- 
vades the whole of France. Business, like our 
duty, is resuming its ordinary course ; confidence 
will be restored, and industry revived. Every 
thing has been done for public order ; our reward 
is, to hope that every thing will be done for 
liberty. 

“All the legions of the national guard, artillery, 
infantry, and cavalry, and the legions of the ban- 
leiu, have vied with each other in zeal and punc- 
tuality, in patience under fatigue and privation, 
courageous opposition to tumultuous efforts, calm- 
ness under provocation, and in the exercise of that 
moral energy and activity which overcome all 
dangers. 

“ Already the national guards of Senlis, St. 
Germain-en*Laye, Dreux, St. Cloud, Beaumont- 
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sur^Oise, and Crecy, aro hastening to join their 
brethren in arms of the Seine. Other offeni of 
service are momentarily arriving. The pupils of 
the public schools have illso received the just 
thanks of the Chamber of Deputies. 

The General-in-Chief cannot too highly com- 
mend the services of the troops of the line of the 
first military division ; and while he particularly 
thanks Generals Fabvier and Carbonel for the 
manner in which they seconded him, he feels 
pleasure in remkrking the fraternal feeling which 
prevails between the whole National Guards and 
the troops of the Line, who are united by one 
general and patriotic sentiment of duty. 

“ The General-in-Chief would wish to publish 
in detail all the services that have been performed. 
The post of his old companion in arms, General 
Dumas, was at the Hotel de Ville. The Adju- 
tant-Majors and Generals on duty have fully jus- 
tified his confidence, and it has been seen how 
well the Colonels and Lieut.-Colonels have justi- 
fied the choice of their fellow-citizens. The wound 
of Colonel Sussy. did not prevent him from re- 
maining with his legion, and earning the share of 
honour which that duty has assigpied to him. 



GENE&AI. EAFATETTE. 


ns 


*' Colonel and Lieut-Colonel Lavo* 

cat kave acquired stmig clums to the gratitude 
of the General-in-Chief. 

*' The battalion of th^fth legion, which had a 
most delicate duty to perform at the prison of the 
Luxembourg, is also entitled to congratulations 
on its excellent conduct. 

• •> 

•* Here the General-in-Chief must stop ; for, in 
every instance, he found in all the officers of the 
different corps, in that^of the general staff, of 
which Colonel Gabriel -Delassort l^d the special 
comm'and ; finally, in all tl\e national guards and 
troops of the Line, indefatigable zeal, devoted 
patriotism, and incontestible claims to the public 
gratitude and to his, gs well as to that confidence, 
whose reciprocity* is the most valuable bond of 
life. 

** Lafayette.” 

Order being every where re-established, the 
danger over, and all apprehension removed, no 
obstacle remained to oppose the manoeuvres of the 
enemies gf the programme of the Hotel-de-Ville. 
The diplomatic intrigues, and the suspicions which 
previous to the trial vrere directed against one 
who never deigned to take a step or speak a word 

von II. 
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ilk filfc defence re*cominenced with the period of 
trhnqaility ; and it will- be seen in the following 
diapter with what ind^cnt ingratitude attempts 
vf&ce immediately madel^calumniate and blacken 
the character of this saviour, to whom a few days 
before, the deepest gratitude was preferred for 
the security of the crown, and the preservation of 
re&pectfor order and the law, which can alone 
give the crown its gjrace, value, and permanence. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


The Courtj the Chamber of Peers and Deputies, the Ministry, 
and Foreign Ambassadors leagued against Lay&yette. — Mo- 
tives of this combination.-— Calumnies .dirculated in otlier 
Countries. — The insincerity of the Ministry of £he Srd of 
November to Lafayette — Proofs of this Ministr 3 r '8 duplicity. 
— Exceptions.-— Sitting of the 24th l^ecember.— Lafhyette's 
Resignation. — Unpublished Letter of iiaftyette to the King. 
— Their explanations on the System of Government.— La- 
fayette's persistance in his f esolution to resign. — Another un- 
published Letter of La&yette to the King. 

The 'seiSence, subjecting the ministers of 
Charles X. to perpetual imprisonment, was pro- 
nounced at half-past’ ten o’clock of the 21st day 
of December. The exasperation of the enemies 
of the citizen-monarchy was at its height. Fresh 
disordem broke out on the 22nd equally serious 
as the ttattiults of the three proceeding days ; and 
the attacks of the 4il|iContented were now *aU 
directed against the Palais-Royal, whefe the 

1 2 
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gteat^st coi^rnation and terror prevailed. But 
these new efforts of impotent rage were again re- 
pressed by the determined firmness of Lafhyette, 
the zeal of the national guSrd, and the frank and 
decided co-operation of the youth of the schools. 

' On the 2Sd, order was restored, and, as I have 
just said, nothing remained to oppose the de- 
velopment of the machinations which the dark 
suspicion of t^e Court, the intriguing ambition of 
the doctrinaires, and the hateful interest of fo- 
reign diplomatie agents, had prepared against 
Lafayette. 

This combination of the contemptible refuse 
of every regime against the purest and most 
devoted patriotism, had been some time hatching. 
For a long while the fine gentlemen of the doc- 
trine, in conjunction with certain ambassadors, 
had taken care to have it published in some 
English and German newspapers, that Lafayette 
was greater than the king, and that Louis-Pliilippe 
was only an instrument in the hands of the Com- 
mander-General of the armed nation, for the 
establishment of a vast republic, and the implant- 
ing of his dear American institutions throughout 
the whole of Europe. The most insidious carica- 
tures were placed before Louis-Philippe’s eyes. 
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representing the Prince with the,,prown in his 
hand, and Lafayette saying Sire, ^ covered 
and some deputies affected to stile him, in the 
saloons, and even in the king’s cabinet, the Mayor 
of the Palace! 

The Court was, on its part, well disposed to 
listen to these insinuations. Nay, the uncoQ* 
querable dislike which it entertained for La* 
fayette needed not their aid for its'lnanifestation. 
Indeed, notwithstanding the sincere affection 
which he had felt for the royal family, ever since 
he became acquainted, as he thought, with their 
private life, and the simplicity of their domestic 
habits, which he believed afforded a guarantee 
for the liberality of the national sentiments;’ 


* To one who saw^ during the early period of the monarchy 
of July, the family of the king, sitting in the most simple and 
domestic manner round a work-table, Lafayette’s delusion will 
appear perfectly natural. The spectacle which the palace 
offered, then only guarded by the men of July, to whose 
fidelity the most honourable posts were entrusted; the liberty 
and respectful familiarity which prevailed in the household 
caused even Americans to say, that it was an exact picture of 
the domestic life of the President of the United States. What 
a difference between this confidence and familiarity and the 
distrust and foolish pride which have surrounded the monarchy 
of July with the forms of the restoration. Who, tten, would 
have predicted the resurrection of that swarm of gentlemen of 
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ndtwithsta^dipg his respectful behaviour and lan- 
guage to the king, in the Tribune and in every 
other place ; notwithstanding the al>parent sin^ 
eerily of the respect which Louis Philippe shewed 
him both in public and private, it is evident ’ that 
a Court which was already dreaming of the re- 
turn of the royal etiquette, a corrupt court of 
juste-milieu, quasi-restoration and quasi-legiti- . 
macy, must Necessarily view with impatience and 
humiliation the influence of a citizen, whose pre- 
sence unceasingly called to mind the programme 
of July, and the republican conditions of a mo- 
narchy of the barricades. 

The repugnance of the Crown was strengthened 
by that of the old European aristocracies, who for 
half a century had professed abhorrence of La- 
fayette, whom they regarded as the most per- 
severing enemy of right divine, of privileges, and 
of all the abuses for the maintenance of which 
cabinets were leagued against the emancipation 
of nations. After their efforts to ruin Lafayette 
in 1792 ; after raising every obstacle to his re- 
release from Olmutz ; after seeing him, in 1816, 

honour, ladies in waiting, aides^le-camp, hooadiold officers, 
Cmirders, of cup-hearers, of chamberlains, and that crowd 
valets which now separate the king ftom the rest of the people. 


S, S, 
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tl^e ppiut gf heading a renewal of the move* 
mept of 17^9; after witnessing ’Ih^ mortifying 
spectacle of his triumphant journey through 
Anrerica, and the daily attacks which for fifteen 
years he directed agai^t them from the Tribune, 
his enemies became the more implacable in pro- 
portion as they were humbled. They now be- 
held him anew at the helm of a purely popular 
revolution, acknowledging no thrones but those 
based on institutions essentially republican ; and 
during the first days of that revolution giving 
a haughty impulse to French diplomacy, by 
obliging it to proclaim the system of non-in- 
terference ; a system which would obviously se- 
cure the emancipation of nations, and the de- 
struction of the treaties on which the Holy 
Alliance rests. 

Nothing was more natural than that all the 
old cabinets should combine to the overthrow 
of Lafayette, and to neutralize the decisive in- 
fluence he was ordained to exercise on the new 
destinies of Europe. Thus diplomacy armed 
herself with eyery precedent to prove, to the 
satisfaction of Louis-Philippe, the impossibility of 
any connection between a cabinet under the 
control of such a man and the old governments. 
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of which h^:|ij|d shewn himself the irreconcileable 
enemy for forty-five years. His removal was 
represented as a concession, at the price of which 
the friendship of foreign cat>inets might be pur- 
chased by the new dynasty, and it was signified 
that if that concession were refused, it would be 
necessary to prepare for all the consequences of 
the displeasure of the Holy Alliance. 

Fear produced more effect than diplomacy had 
hoped for, to use the expressions of a certain am- 
bassador. The disgrace of Lafayette was wil- 
lingly conceded without reflecting that this scan- 
dalous sacrifice would turn to the advantage of the 
enemies of France, without altering the real ques- 
tion: viz, the radical incompatibility existing 
between absolute governments and revolutionary 
monarchies. 

On the other hand, as soon as the Chamber of 
Peers, whose influence was all powerful at the 
new court, felt itself secure, that body beheld in 
Lafayette only the declared adversary of heridau 
tary rights, to which he had already given a 
mortal blow, and would never assuredly allow 
them to recover from it. 

In fine, the doctrinarian portion of the elective 
chamber — the men who supported the double 
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vote — the partis&ns of the overtt&ned dynasty, 
all whom fear, or honest conviction, or the love of 
aristocratic institution threw into the ranks of the 
juste milieu, bitterly Remembered that during the 
revolutionary movement of July, the patriotic 
solicitude of Lafayette had allowed them no time 
to declare against the deposition of the ex-royal 
family (the primary principle of the sovereignty 
of the people), the arming of the Whole -nation, 
electing its sixty thousand officers, the programme 
of a popular throne, surrounded with republican 
institutions, and the repeated and formal adoption 
of the principles of that programme by the Duke 
of Orleans. All these things were proclaimed 
and consummated before the Chamber ha*d time 
or power to oppose them. 

Independently of these causes of regret, the 
immense majority of the Chamber had been deeply 
mortified at the opinion frequently expressed by 
Lafayette at the Hotel de Ville, in favour of the 
convocation of primary assemblies, and of the 
election of a constituent congress. Besides, the 
storm being once laid and public order re-esta> 
blished, the existence of so great a power and its 
pretended rivalry of influence with the royal 
authority, would have thrown into the shade not 
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only the cloQii of ambitions intriguers who be- 
sieged the new throne, but even many of the well- 
intentioned members of b^ Chambers. 'Thus, 
that patriotic susceptibility^ considered alpne and 
disengaged from the suspicions and bad*/eelings 
which accompanied it, appeared so much the 
more natural to Lafayette, inasmuch as he had 
himself in some measure provoked its manifesta- 
tion, by declaring publicly that the post which the 
actual state of circumstances made it incumbent 
on him to accept, seemed to him in 1830 as it 
bad done in 1790, a bad institution, and one which 
ought to last as short a time as possible. 

As to the ministry of the 3rd November it did 
not conceal its displeasure at the power with 
which Lafayette was invested ; and though it 
heaped eulogies on the patriotism and loyality of 
the great citizen, and the illustrious general, yet it 
is matter of record that that ministry never was 
at its ease until rescued from the controul of La- 
fayette, which, added to the influence be exer- 
cised over Uic men of July, oppressed the cabinet 
like the weight of the night-Uare. This strange 
fact may perhaps appear somewhat improbable, 
considering the circumstance of the unamimity of 
principles which now exists between Lafayette 
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•and many of the members of the administration 
of the 3rd November, but it is nevertheless a fact, 
the truth of which will attest. 

ThuS) then, the ofownj the two chambers, 
foreign idiplomacy, the afldtopracy, the king’s 
council, and, generally, intriguers of all parties, 
parasites of every system, conspired together for 
the removal of Lafayette from public affairs, for 
the object, as they themselves avoai^, of outlaw- 
ing the revolution. None, however, could ven- 
ture to take lead in this delicate question. It was 
rather judged prudent to adorn the victim with a 
new civic crown, for on the eve of the sacrifice, 
that is to say, in the sitting of the 23d December, 
M. Dupin, the elder, moved that the thanks of 
the Chamber should be voted to the national 
guard, and to its illustrious chief. 

Those who opposed the continuance of Lafayette 
in the post of commander-in-chief, had long re- 
solved to avail themselves, as the first step towards 
his removal, of the presentation of the law for the 
final organizatieos ef the national 'guards. But 
the discussion ofthe project having commenced in 
the committee, prior to the trial of the ministers, 
care was taken not to allow a design to transpire 
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in public^ which might hare prodoced fearful dis> 
asters. It was accordingly decided, in the first 
committee appointed by..tj|bie government, and at 
which the Duke de Choiseul presided, that La- 
fayette should contifine commander-in-chief the 
national guards, but that he should be the last 
appointed to that post. This article was after- 
wards read in the presence of the general, at a 
meeting of the committee, and several of the mi- 
nisters and generals, specially convoked at the 
house of M. Guizot, then Minister of the Interior. 

However, when the project thus worked up by 
the commission, was carried to the king’s council 
a pretence was made of discussing it seriously, 
and even of opposing it. Three members of the 
king’s cabinet objected to it, because the inter- 
diction of the power of appointing a new com- 
mander<in-chief, after the death of Lafayette, was 
an interference with the exercise of the royal pre* 
rogative. But in spite of this pretence, it was 
determined at an after meeting, composed of two 
ministers, the* Commander-in-Gbief and the In- 
spector-General, deputed by the king’s council to 
arrange the respective functions of the General 
and of the Ministers of War and the Interior, in 
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all that coBceroed the national go^irds^'^that M. 
de Montalivet should attend the coininl^e of the 
Chamber of Deputiesy had declare that the king’s 
government considered tife continuance of La- 
fayette as Commander-in-^ief of the national 
army as a measure of absolute necessity. La- 
fayette, who attached no importance to these per- 
sonal considerations, and who, besides, had 
expressly reserved to himself the power of re- 
signing, as soon as he could do so without danger 
to the revolution, concurred in ^n arrangement 
which seemed favorable to the principles of July, 
already menaced on all sides. 

But this was only a base manoeuvre. The ar- 
rangement agreed on between the ministers and 
Lafayette was not carried into effect, and the pre- 
sident of the council, in proposing to the Chamber 
the absolute suppression of the generalship, ad- 
hered, in the name of the government, to a measure 
to oppose which, a pledge had been given when it 
was suggested in the committee. 1 shall merely 
observe, that the ministry of the 3d of November, 
consented to the dismissal of Lafayette ; for if the 
proposition which it then made, of conferring on 
that distinguished patriot the nominal title of 
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had been reflected , on, it 

j'l?" ^ 

must have'been considered an absolute insult.* 

In this sitting of the.i24th of December, the 
government and the ClU^iaber presented to the 
world, an exapple of the blackest ingratitude 
towards the nfhn',; who ^ome hours earlier, had 
compromised fifty years of popularity, to save 
both the one and the other. A more scandalous 
scene was never performed in the national tri- 
bune. The 50th article of the government project 
says : — 

“ In those communes or cantons where the na- 
tional guards may form several legions, the king 
shall have power to appoint a superior command- 
ant, but he cannot appoint ^him superior com- 


* This pitiable farce was enacted in the Chamber of Depu- 
ties on the 24th of December. Some days previously, the 
lionest Du|>ont dc I'Eure, had resolved to prive in his resigns^ 
tion, on account of the crooked conduct of the council. La- 
fayette, influenced by the expectation tliat his honourable friend 
might still do some good to the cause, prevailed on him to 
delay that step. Odilon Barrot was of the same opinion as 
Dupont de I’Eurc, both as regarded the minister of justice and 
himself personally, and both determined to give in their resig- 
nations, if tlie power created by the revolution of July persisted 
in its retrograde career. This explanation is necessary to 
absolve these two patriots from all participation in the male- 
volence or the weakness by which Latjwette was assailed at this 
memorable conjuncture. 
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mandant of the national guards of a depart- 

ment, or even of an arrondissement o^'a sub-pre- 
fecture.” 

This formula, virtuftPy implied the dismissal of 
Lafayette. In vain viere five^endments pro- 
posed to extenuate the atrocify 6f such conduct. 
These amendments, which were proposed by 
M.M. de Vaucelles, Jules de Larochefoucauld, 
Eus6be Salverte and Pelet de la Loz^re, and which 
had for their object the excep|mnal continuance 
of Lafayette as Commaoder-in-Chief of the Na- 
tional Guards, were successively rejected, after 
being opposed by M. Charles Dupin, who closed 
a very long speech in these remarkable words ; — 
“ General Lafayette cannot remain all his life the 
living law, at least, unless the political law be 
defunct.” These few words were the expression 
of the feelings of the court. 

The ministry, which it is to be hoped, felt 
itself disgraced by the part it had played on this 
occasion, sought to palliate its misconduct by pro- 
posing that the honorary command of the national 
guards should be conferred by a new ordinance 
on the creator of the civic militia.* The Cham- 

* 1 have already oj^rved, that It is only the absence of all 
reflection that can exempt this proposition from the charge of 
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ber, however, pronounced the final and total abo- 
lition of the post of Coramand-in-Chief, or in other 
words, the dismissal of Lafayette. 

This deliberation took place on the evening of 
the 24th of December, ^ the absence of the 
General-in-Chief, whom the precarious state of 
the public tranijuillity detained at his head-quar- 
ters. I know not whether this involuntary ab- 
sence entered into the calculations of his adver- 
saries, but it is certain, that the press, and honest 
men of all parties were of opinion, that the hurry 
of the Chamber to decide this great question. 


being an insult to Lafayette. What value could be attached 
to the inniicnse services which Laiayette had just performed, if 
it was supposed a vain title, conferreil by ordinance, was the 
recompense they merited ? I appreciate the value which this 
ordinance must have had in the eyes of Lafayette; it it4 
necessary to compare it with the ordinance of the 23d of August^ 
by which he w'as made ("omniander-in-Chief This latter 
ordinance says ; (Lafayette) is entrusted with the direction of 
every thing relative to the distribution of the national guards, 
conformably with the territorial division, the discipline, the 
instruction, the arming and equipment of the natiomd guards, 
the execution and transmission of the orders which will be 
given him.*^ The 3d article declared, that " The commandant- 
general shall transmit to the minister of the interior the instruc- 
tions which he may have given: and the minister of the 
interior shall on his part, inform the commandant of the mea- 
sures he may have taken,’* Sic, 
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without the participation of the individual most 
interested, was a want of decorum and respect, 
which excited the highest degree of public indig- 
nation. 

On the following day, Lafayette wrote to Louis- 
Philippe the subjoined letter, which a feeling of 
delicacy towards the king, whose ministers had 
just conspired to bring about his dismissal, pre- 
vented him at the time from making public 

“ Sire : 

“ The resolution yesterday adopted by the 
Chamber of Deputies, with the concurrence of 
the ministers of the king, for the suppression of 
the command in chief of the national guards, 
occurring in coincidence with the law about to be 
voted, sufficiently expresses the sentiments of 
two of the branches of the legislative power, and 
above all, that of which I have the honour to be 
a member. 1 should conceive myself wanting in 
respect to the king, if I awaited any other forma- 
lity before tendering, as I now do, my resigna- 
tion of the powers which his ordinance had con- 

• The author of this work being, at the period here alluded 
to, the editor of a political journal, abstained, at the solicitation 
of General Lafayette, from publishing the correspondence, 
which the nature of Ilia employment at the head-quarters 
caused to pass through his hands, 

VOL. II. K 
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ferred upon me. Your majesty knows, and the 
correspondence of the staff will prove, if neces- 
sary, that the exercise of those powers has not, 
up to the present time, been of so illusory a 
description as stated in the tribune. The pa- 
triotic solicitude of the king will enable him to 
see the importance of removing, by ordinances 
which the law leaves at his disposal, the alarm 
which has been produced by the division of the 
rural battalions, and the dread of seeing that very 
useful corps, the civic artillery, reduced to serve 
in the garrison of fortresses or sea-ports. 

“ The president of the council has kindly pro- 
posed to confer on me the title of honorary com- 
mandant. lie himself will feel, and your majesty 
will also be of opinion, that such nominal deco- 
rations arc neither suitable to the institutions of a 
free nation, nor to me. 

“ In restoring, with respect and gratitude, to 
the hands of the king the only ordinance which 
gives me authority over the national guards, I 
have adopted precautions for preventing any de- 
rangement of the duty. General Dumas will 
receive the orders of the minister of the interior ; 
General Carbonel will superintend the duties of 
the capital, until such time as your majesty shall 
be pleased to supersede him in any way you 
please. 
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“ I pray your majesty to accept the very cor*' 
dial homage of my attachment and respect. 

(Signed) “ Lafayette.” 

Will it be believed ? On the 25th, at mid>day, 
Loiiis-Philippe knew nothing of the discussions of 
the previous evening in the Chamber of Deputies, 
on a question which, for two months, had fixed 
the attention of the court and of the capital. Be 
this as it may, the following was the king’s re- 
ply 


“My t>far Generai, : 

“ I have this moment received your letter, and 
am as much grieved as surprised at the resolution 
you have taken, f have not yet had time to 
e//e Jounials. The council of ministers assembles 
at one o’clock : after tliat, T sliall be at leisure — 
that is to say, between four and five. I hope to 
see you there, and to prevail on you to retract 
your determination. 

“ Accept, my dear General, &e. 

“ Loi'is-Phimppe.” 

Lafayette accepted the king’s invitation, and 
was received with the most cordial testimonies of 
affection. Louis-Philippe seemed inconsolable 
for what had passed in the Chamber of Deputies, 

K 2 
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894 especially at the part which his ministers had 
acted y maladroitly,’* as he said, and widiout 
any ill intention. “ But,” added the king, “ the 
unfortunate article has ^t yet become law, and 

I know well ”-7-“ Sire,” interrupted Lafayette, 

the distrust of my colleagues, and my dismis* 
sal, which they have pronounced as much as it 
was in their power to do, make it a point of deli’ 
cacy with me no longer to retain an authority 
which is offensive to them, and the principle of 
which, notwithstanding its transient utility, has 
been at all times condemned by myself. Besides, 
being bent on promoting to the utmost of my 
power the abolition of the hereditary peerage, it 
would not be consistent in me to await, from the 
Chamber of Peers, a confirmation, which would 
place that assembly in a state of hostility to me ; 
or a favourable amendment, which would place 
me under a sort of obligation to the Chamber. 
Indeed,” added he, “ 1 can assure your majesty 
that 1 regard all this not only as adutjP to be per- 
formed, but also as an opportunity ” — “ Ex- 

plain yourself,” said the king. — “ Sire,” resumed 
Lafayette, “ your system of government is not 
what I approve. 1 feel that the public confidence 
has given me a mission : I will not tell you where 
it is written ; it is, perhaps, in public opinion-— 
perhaps in the air. But, in truth, the French 
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•people', and many patriots of all nations, persuade 
themselves that where I am; there liberty will 
suffer no injury. I find, however, that liberty is 
menaced — compromised^ and I do not wish to 
deceive any one. The policy of your government, 
both with respect to its internal and external 
relations, is not such as I think salutary for the 
interests of liberty ; and I should not be acting 
with sincerity, if I longer remained like an opaque 
body between the people and the government. 
When I retire from my post, every one will better 
see on what he has to depend.” 

The question being placed on this footing, the 
king next endeavoured to overcome what he 
termed Lafayette’s prejudices. But neither the 
assurances of boundless friendship, nor the reite- 
rated offer of retracting the unfortunate article, 
could deceive the general as to the true state of 
things. He closed this conversation in the fol- 
lowing words: — “Sire, you offer me personally 
many concessions, but none for the advantage of 
the public interest. It is the public interest, and 
not mine, that is the subject of consideration.’* 

The king requested twenty-four hours to deli- 
berate upon the questions which had been agi- 
tated between himself and the Commander in- 
Chief of the national guards. Lafayette con- 
sented to this delay, in the hope that it might 
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lead to more mature reflection, and better tiews. 
Bttt ttiis hope was vain ! In the interval, the Pre- 
sident of the Council, the Minister of the Interior, 
and some of the principal bfficers of the national 
guards, came to him to renew the assurances of 
the king’s friendship, and the offers of reparation 
which he had received at the Palais-Royal ; but 
not one word was said about the guarantees he 
had demanded for the acknowledged principles of 
the revold^on of July. Lafayette answered them 
as he had answered the king. “ For liberty every 
thing, for myself nothing.” 

At this juncture of affairs, the prime minister 
having requested a mutual friend to sound La- 
fayette’s disposition, with respect to the formation 
of a new cabinet, the general replied, that if the 
pati'iots he might name, or any other persons of 
the same opinions, should be elevated to power 
by the removal of the men whose conduct he 
thought contrary to the principles and engage- 
ments of July, he should consider subh a change 
as the precursor of better prospects. He even 
wrote to this effect to M. Lafitte, who laid his 
letter before the Council ; a circumstance which 
gave great offence to many of its members. 

Lafayette’s demands did not extend far. To 
set aside all personal consideration ; to consent to 
every insignificant reparation, such as adjourning 
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the execution of the article of the law which con- 
cerae4 him ; and finally, to yield to all that was 
required, in the hope of obtaining, at this difticult 
conjuncture, a better system of government. ^Such, 
in spite of all that has been said, were the extra- 
vagant views of the man who consented to place 
the crown on the new king’s head. But while he 
was loaded with compliments aqd protestations 
of regard, he found there was to be no retrogres* 
sion from the disastrous system of the?quasi>re- 
storation, and it became the duty of Lafayette to give 
the enemies of his influence the satisfaction they 
deserved, by throwing up a command of which 
the chamber and the government had deprived 
him five times in one sitting, and to cease to be a 
cloak for antUFrencb measures, which his conti- 
nuance at the head of the national guards might 
serve to screen from the observance of true pa- 
triots. Accordingly, when the required four and 
twenty hours had elapsed, without any symptom 
of a change of system, Lafayette wrote to the 
king the following letter. 


“ Sunday, 26 Dec. 1830- 

“ Sire, 

“ Your Majesty yesterday told me, that the 
subject of our conversation should be brought to a 
result this day. I have seen M.M. Lafitte and 
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Montalivett vrho have informed me of the amend* 
ment which the President of the Council intmids 
profiosing. But, Sire, youi|iare well aware that 
that (||^e8 not remove objections I took the 
liberty of submitting to you. I have told M. De 
Montalivet, that I consider my resignation as 
having been given in ; and I presume he will issue 
his orders accordingly. However, I think it my 
duty to repeat this to the King, because General 
Carbone^'and my son, as well as Adjutant*Ma> 
jor-General Tracy, having followed my example, 
it will be necessary that orders be issued for to* 
morrow’s duty. Trust me. Sire, the duty I feel 
called on to fulfil is more painful to me than I 
can express ; and now, more than ever, do I feel 
the necessity of joining to the homage of my re- 
spect, that of my profound and unalterable at- 
tachment to you. 


“ Lafavette.’* 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Xafayette did not refuse the comuuuid of the National Ouard 
of Paris.— Falsehoods of the Court and the on 

that subject — Lafayette’s explanations to the Chamber of 
Deputies. — ^The King’s proclamation. — 'The Palais Royal 
insinuates that Lafayette had advised a coup-<U6tat, and the 
Dictatorship. — Lafayette’s explanation with the King on this 
subject. — To what Lafayette’s desires were limited.— His 
farewell to the National Ouard — Character of Lafayette. 

It was found necessary to anticipate the un- 
favourable impression which the retirement of 
Lafayette must necessarily produce upon the 
public mind. Accordingly, the court, the minis- 
try, and the antUFayetteists of both chambers, 
agreed to circulate two falsehoods: — 1st. That 
Lafayette’s demands were such, that the King 
had no other course to pursue, but either to reject 
them, or to retire himself : — 2d. That Lafayette 
bad obstinately refused the command of the na- 
tional guard of Paris, which he had been urgently 
solicited to accept. 

This system of accusation was the more per- 
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fidiouB, because, on the one band, it obtamed for 
Louia|^hillippe the interest which a generous 
nation never withholds from oppressed weakness; 
whilstj^on the other han^' it tended to alienate 
from Lafayette the affection of his comrades, of 
of the national guard of Paris ; that is to say, to 
wound him on the tenderest point. 

Fear and bad faith resorted to every expedient, 
in order to give to this fable the weight of the 
most inccQatestible truth. The truly theatrical 
grief, and the hypocritical tears excited by what 
was called the lamentable obstinacy of Lafayette, 
are not the least characteristic traits of the men 


who now govern us. 

“ Sire,” (said M. de Montalivet, in his report 
presented to the King on the 2Gtk of December), 
‘‘ General Lafayette has offered to your Majesty 
his resignation of the office of Coinmander-in-Chief 
of the national guards of the kingdom. The 
strongest remonstrances have been repeatedly 
made to the illustrious general, to induce him to 


abandon an intention which deeply afflicts the 
heart of your Majesty, and which deprives France 
of the important services which he may yet render 
her. The resolution of Lafayette being irreviki 
cabl^ wo must renounce the hope of seeing hi m, 
retain a post where he will leave behind him 
imperishable recollections.” 
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' Thi* ptttiietic report naturally had for its moral 
the prBposing of Count de Lobau as succesjjor to 
Lafoyette. 

Immediately aflemvlMds came the following 
proclamation, which was profusely circulated and 
posted on all the guard-houses of the capital : — 

« PROCLAMATION OF THE KING. 

December 26th. 

** Brave National Guards! my dear fallow coun~ 
trymen! 

“ You will share my regret when you learn 
that General Lafayette has considered it his duty 
to tender his resignation. I flattered myself that 
I should see him longer at your head, animating 
your zeal by his example, and by the recollection 
of the great services which he has rendered to the 
cause of liberty. His retirement is the more sen- 
sibly felt by me, inasmuch as only a few days 
have elapsed since the worthy General took a 
glorious part in the maintenance of public order, 
which you have so nobly and efficaciously pro> 
tected during the late agitations. I have, how- 
ever, the consolation of thinking, that I have neg- 
Iwrtod nothing to prevent what will be a subject 
of deep regret to the national guard, and a cause 
of real pain to myself. 


“ Louis Phjmppb.” 
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The feader must now see the terfns in which 
the President of the Council expressed faimsalf 
in the sitting of the Chamber of Deputies of the 
28th of December ; that to say, thirty>six hours 
after having voted for the dismissal of Lafayette 

“ The illustrious chief of the national guards, 
who for a long time has intended to renew the 
course he has pursued forty years ago, has re* 
signed his functions in spite of our entreaties. It 
has been*1iis wish to imitate, as far as lay in his 
power, the noble example of Washington. He 
has only done, a little too soon, that which he 
said he wished to do sooner or later. One of our 
colleagues,* distinguished for his virtues, also 
entertained the intention of resigning his share of 
power; but he would not do so on the eve of 
danger ; he did it the day after.” 

The king having assembled at the Palais Royal 
the colonels of all the legions of the national 
guard of Paris, expressed the strongest regret at 
the resignation of Lafayette, still however com- 
plaining of the extravagant propositions which he 
had made. But what will appear more as- 
tonishing is fttat the king, having undoubtedly 
confounded the opposite counsels which wcnre 
simdltaneously offered him, added in a tone of 
displeasure that monstrous {iroposkions had been 
* M. 'Dupont de I'Eure. 
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uiged upon him, such as dismissing the Chambers 
and assuming the dictatorship. It must be sup> 
posed that by mere accident the propositions of 
Lafayette, were indentffied with a wish for a 
coupe-d’Stat and a dictatorship; for when the 
general complained to the king of the absurd re- 
ports circulated respecting him, Louis Philippe 
said, “ 1 should like to see the man who will 
dare assert that these propositions are to be attri- 
buted to you.” “ Indeed” replied Lafayette “ it 
is amusing enough that they should accuse me of 
wishing to invest you with the dictatorship, when 
any constitutional monarch who should entertain 
such an idea, would find me foremost in the ranks 
of his enemies.” 

Be this as it may these intentional manoeuvres 
on the one hand and misunderstandings on the 
other, served as a text for the false accusations 
which active and artful intrigues propagated in 
the capital and the departments, the guard 
houses and the saloons, and by means of which 
many persons obtained credit at court for disin- 
terested loyalty. 

Yet what was there of truth, or even of proba- 
bility in these imputations? Nothing assuredly 
and the most ordinary share of common sense 
wae sufficient to convince any one of the ab(|ur- 
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dity of tbfe data on which this wretched farce 
was founded. 

As to the imperious demands of Lafayette, the 
king had reason to complain of them, if he con- 
sidered as an intolerable condition, a prompt re- 
turn to the principles of the revolution of July, to 
which he owed his crown and from which he and 
his ministers were so evidently departing. Has 
time proved that these fears were ill-founded ? 

Finally, with regard to the refusal of the com- 
mand of the national guard of Paris, one cir- 
cumstance alone is true, namely that before 
accepting that command. Count de Labau asked 
Lafayette whether he persisted in his resignation. 
Hitherto, Lafayette had commanded the na- 
tional guard of Paris only by virtue of powers 
which invested him with the general command of 
all the national guards of the kingdom. Conse- 
quently when the general command was abolished 
he could not be induced to retain the command 
of the capital by virtue of a mandate which the 
(lecission of the legislature and the concurrence 
of government ‘had virtually destroyed. A new 
(M'dinance was necessary; but it was never 
brought forward or offered. 

Bat why should 1 refer to l^al forms for the 
purpose of proving that government never enter- 
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tained.tfae design of confiding the comitaand of the 
capital to Lafayette. Is not this ^roof to be found 
in the very nature of things ? )n fact the umbrage 
taken and the jealou^ felt by the court, the 
chambers, ministers, and foreign diplomatists, 
being the obvious and sole motives for the re- 
moval of Lafayette, did not these motives apply 
particularly to the exercise of the power and in* 
fluence what would accrue to him from the com- 
mand of a hundred thousand armed citizens of 
Paris and its precincts? And if on his part 
Lafayette had entertained scruples of deceiving 
France by appearing identified with the policy of 
the Palais Royal did it not become him to be 
equally apprehensive of deceiving the country by 
exercising the great and imposing command of 
the capital ? Thus then it was evidently neither 
consistent with the policy of the Palais-Royal nor 
of Lafayette that this command could neither be 
made nor refused : and neither offer nor refusal 
ever took place. 

In resorting to this system of slander and 
calumny, the court di| not know* Lafayette well 
enough to venture to rely upon the generosity 
which would make him feel it a patriotic duty to 
prevmit the bad effect his resignation was likely 
to produce in Paris, and in all parts of France, 
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'wbenco he received very strong expressions of 
regret, affection* and confidence. Far, however, 
from wishing to mllke a triumph of his retirement ' 
he did every thing in his power to weaken the 
explosion of discontent which it was calculated 
to produce amongst his numerous friends and to 
prevent the resignations which b^'-gan to be offered 
from all quarters. He, therefore, lost no time in 
publishing the following order of the day : 

«< Orrfer of the Day of the 21th Dec., 1830. 

** On quitting the command of the national 
guards of the kingdom. General Lafayette pro> 
poses to offer them his thanks and to take his 
farewell, but he feels it necessary at the present 
moment on this occasion to give utterance to 
the sentiment which pervades his whole heart 
towards his brothers in arms of Paris. His con- 
fidence iu their attachment and regret is un- 
limited. It will be by redoubling, if possible, 
their punctuality and activity in service that they 
will ensure a continuance of it. He will know 
how to appreciite this ne<^roof of affection, and 
of their indissoluble union with ^im in common 
devotion to liberty and public order. The pa- 
Uiotic foresight of the king has made every 
necessary arrangement. It is with all his soul 
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and not without sorrowful emotions that their old 
and grateful friend addressed these few words to 
' them, 

“ Lafayette” 

I,afayette then presented himself to the king, 
no longer as comme’^der of the 1,700,000 national 
guards, hot as an a^ectionate citizen, full of re- 
spect for the peison and family of the new mo- 
narch. 

The court and 'be capital awaited, with the 
greatest cunosity, the parliamentary explanation 
which Lafayette would give in the tribune, and, 
as is well known, his arrival in the Chamber, on 
the sitting of the 27th of December, created a 
great sensation 

“ Gentlemen,’ sa*' “ it is customary, in a 
neighbouring co.’'.tr'i' lor ' citizens, when they 
quit high offices, *0 explain 'r the Chamber, the 
relation in which they •'d with their late col- 
leagues. Permit me, upon the present occasion, 
to avail mys'^lf of this privilege. 

“ 1 have always thou|||it that the^jsifiice of Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the national guards of the 
kingdom, was not compatible, on general prin- 
ciples, with the institution of a constitutional 
monarchy. Therefore, when 3,000,000 of my 
fellow-citizens, in 1790, proposed to confer this 

VOL II. L 
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csmiiitttid upon me, by tiie aeclamatKna of their 
14,000 deputies, in the field of the federation, 1 
■hastened to preveht the possibility of it, by ob- 
taining, from the constituent assembly, a prohi- 
bited decree. It was not the same wfihn at the 
Hotel de Ville the Lieutenant-General of the king- 
dom, and afterwards the king, proposed to me to 
retain the command. I felt it my duty to do so, 
with the intention of resigning it, sooner in peace, 
later in case of war, when I should no longer see 
any necessity for its continuance. 

** The opinion of the Chamber has anticipated 
this period, and from respect to it, I have not 
waited until the law was submitted to other 
powers. This is simply a question of date ; but 
1 should be deeply afflicted if it should be sup- 
posed, which no person who knows me, or who 
has read the history of the last fifty-four years, 
can believe, that my conduct has been infiuenced 
by the least feeling of personality. I will go 
further^ this opinion of the Chamber has afforded 
me an opportunity of tendering my resignation* 
The great pqper with v^h I was invested, was 
looked upon, as you, geWismen, are aware, with 
jealousy. This was particularly experienced in the 
diplomatic circles. My power is now brokmi^ I 
have no longer the honour of being your colkti^e. 

One word more, gentlemen ; I wmdd not hsive 
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tNuleredniy resignation# which has been received 
by the king, with all the expressions of his wonted 
kindness for me, before the crisis which we have 
just passed through. My comcimce of pubUc order 
is now piriectly satisfied. I acknowledge that.it 
is not the same with my c<mcie$iu of liberty. We 
all know the motto of the Hotel de Ville, — a po- 
pular throne, surrounded by republican institutions. 
This motto has been accepted, but we do not all 
lioderstand it in the same sense. It has not always 
been understood by the councils of the king, as it 
has been by me, who am more impatient than 
others to realise it ; and whatever may have been 
my personal independence in all situations, I fieel, 
in my present situation, more at liberty to discuss 
my opinions with you. 

“ However, there are some points on which we 
shall be always united against internal and foreign 
enemies. 1 think, that in the course we have 
taken since the revolution of July, we have acted, 
only for the best, but in the only way in which 
we- could have dUme. I think so more than ever 
since I have known 1|||. monarch^ho has been 
placed by us on the tl^oe. In qmtting my uni- 
fitriB, 1 do not quit our device^ Uberty and public 
order. We have many legal means of expressing 
our opinions, and making known our demands. 
Wa have for ourselvea the tribune; our fellow- 

L 2 
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cithEeiM have the press, which has performed so 
many services, and the peaceable course of pe- 
titioning. This, gentlemen, is what 1 felt it ne- 
cessary to say to my colleagues, whose esteem 
and friendship I hope I still retain.” 

Thanks to the measures which Lafayette adopted 
in order that his retirement should be attended 
with the least possible inconvenience, all would 
have been tranquil, even if, as he said one day to 
the king, he had not in the execution of this good 
work met with auxiliaries on whom he had not 
calculated. 

Etiquette required that Lafayette should take 
leave of the national guards of the kingdom, and 
particularly of those of Paris. He did so in the 
two following letters. 

General Lafayette to the Parisian National Guard. 

Vans, January Ist^ 1831. 

“ My dear Brothers in Arms, 

” When at the sad moment of my retirement 
I hastened to warn you, not against unexpected 
accusations, vij^ch I consi^^ed to your good sense 
and kindness, but rather against any imprudent 
manifestation of your friendship to me, 1 addressed 
to you a farewell letter, which I annex to this. You 
will find in that, as well as in my speech to the 
Chambers, the explanation of my conduct, wd 
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the^ expression of my sentiments. I, however, 
feel a desire to address myself especially to you, 
whose fathers were my friends and companions 
in 1789 ; to you, who during the last five months 
have so amply satisfied my patriotism, my pride, 
and my affection. 

** In resigning the general command to the 
king, whose ordinance was my only title to it, 1 
have yielded not only to the wish of the sitting of 
the 24th of December, but to manifestations of 
umbrage of various sorts, and to patriotic scruples 
not less applicable, in my personal situation, to 
the important command of the Paris National 
Guard, if it had been drawn out for me, than to 
the functions with which I have been invested. 

It would have been pleasing to me, my dear 
comrades, to present you myself the paternal con- 
gratulations on your conduct during the late crisis 
which flow from all parts ; this will be transmitted 
to the excellent general who so well justifies the 
honourable choice of the king. 

May our motto of July be more and more 
acted upon ! Such is^e wish of^rance ; for it 
is as false to say in Paris that the departments 
look coldly upon the cause of liberty, as it is in 
the departments that Paris is regardless of public 
order. The reality of things will not require a 
passport in any name. 
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** Receive all of you, my dear comradesy chieie, 
officers, sulM>fficer8, national guards, the respect, 
the sympathy, and the wishes of an affectionate, 
grateful, and devoted heart, which continues 
identified with you, and can be separated from 
you by death alone. 

“ Lafayette.” 

General Lafayette to the National Guards of the 
Kingdom. 

** A short time since, ray dear brothers in arms, 
1 was invested with an important command ; now 
1 am only your old friend, and the veteran of the 
national guard. This two-fold title will, until 
I descend into, the tomb, constitute my hap- 
piness and glory. The title which I now no 
longer retsun, invested me, during the great work, 
with the unlimited confidence of the people, and 
placed me in the centre of those glorious barri- 
cades, where was unfurled the tri-coloured flag, 
twice the signal of liberty — ^where were decided 
in three days the present destinies of France, and 
the future de^inies of Ej^rope. The functions 
which 1 had refused in 1790 I accepted in 1830, 
from the hands of a Prince whom we had appointed 
our King. They have been, 1 believe, usefully 
exercised. 1,700,000 national guards, already 
raised and organised at the call of their happy 
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cUe^'iBure Evidence of this &ct ; they might still be 
useftil during a time of ivhich 1 was told to be the 
judge> and of which I would have been the severe 
arbiter. The majority of the Chamber of DepU" 
ties have thought that these functions ought to 
cease at the present moment. This opinion re- 
ceived the concurrence of the principal organ of 
government in the same sitting. Besides, umbrage, 
which I have a right to say recollections would 
not justify, was taken in different quarters. It 
manifested itself in a decided manner, and could 
not be satisfied except by a total and unreserved 
abandonment of power on my part; and even 
when the royal intervention, in its solicitude, 
afterwards adopted measures for prolonging my 
services, an instinct of liberty which has never 
deceived me throughout ray whole life, revealed 
to me that it was necessary to sacrifice that favour, 
these enjoyments and affections, to the austere 
duty of promoting all the consequences of the 
glorious revolution of 1830. 

** My course has not been unprofitable : an im- 
mense correspondence^ confirms this statement. — 
In fact, if the sublime movement of altered France 
was spontaneous; if to guarantee us for ever 
against the future schemes of narrow, malevolent, 
or timid policy, H was sufficient to place our- 
selves freely and in open day under the safeguard 
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of the principles of 1789 and 1791, and -{Murtion- 
larly under the vital and universal principle of 
election, it is not less tnie that a central influence 
and if I may venture to say so, the confidence 
created by certain passages in my past life, use- 
fully contributed to regulate the various organiza- 
tions and wishes, and to surmount the obstacles 
raised by the mischievous , intrigues of a fallen 
party. I am pleased to acknowledge my obliga- 
tions in this respect to the general inspecticm 
which has so well seconded my efibrts. 

I will not enumerate all that has been done 
by us to organize these admirable legions of 
towns, those numerous battalions of cantons, the 
unfortunate parceling out of which you have re- 
cently beheld me oppose in vain; — to concur in 
their instruction, their arming, and their|iif.quip- 
ment, as far as means would allow;— to demand 
from the first moment new and efficient means of 
acquiring, fabricating, and repairing those arms 
which are the patriotic want and the noble cry. of 
the national guards ; — to assist in the formation of 
citizen cavalry, and ofthat .;[irtillery which already 
serves upwards of fifty batteries, and expects 
numerous additions promised by the department 
of war (a civic and fruitful innovation, the great 
importance of which has not been sufficiently 
appreciated in our legislative discussions) ; — 
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finally; ito prelate all that five new months may 
dev^lope’. Thus must be completed that immense 
orgfanization,protective of liberty and public order, 
from whence will arise so many hundred thou- 
sand combatants and the independence of France. 

** Ah I farfrom fearing this vast institution formed 
without hesitation, without disorder, by an ex- 
tensive and sympathetic confidence among the 
national classes, let tis rather hasten to adopt it 
as the model of our other institutions. 

How can I express the gratifying emotions 
of my heart, when at the expiration of some weeks, 
I was enabled to offer to public admiration, to 
the King, to foreigners, to adversaries as well as 
to friends, the Parisian national guard of which I 
was so proud, — which for more than forty years 
'has b^n as it were my own family — now rising 
up more brilliant, more numerous than ever ; and 
speedily presenting with the fine legions of the 
precincts nearly 80,000 men on the Champ-de- 
Mars. Emotions 1 then experienced can never 
be surpassed, except by the happiness of having 
been recently indebted to the national guard for 
the safety of the capital, and the purity of our re- 
volutions. If a single department, Seine-et-Oise, 
has afforded me so much pleasure, what gratifica- 
tion have I not experienced on receiving reports 
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of the formation* the discipline* the instruction 
and the good spirit of the national guards in dif- 
ferent parts of our fine country, and in seeing 
myself surrounded by deputations from the whole 
of France, who brought to the king of their choice 
a second inauguration, and who by the afihc- 
tionate confidence with which thejrimparted to 
me local grievances and general anxieties, ren- 
dered me, as you know, the interpreter to the* go- 
vernment, of the necessities of which the spirit of 
the great week demanded. 

" This duty has been fulfilled. 1 have ex- 
pressed every where, as well as in the tribune, my 
ardent, perhaps impatient, wishes for the com- 
plete realization of the programme proposed when 
the blood of 6,000 citizens was still reeking ; and 
if I had desired that France should have as soon 
as possible a representation posterior to the revo- 
lution of 1830 — if I have said that, in the future 
discusssions relative to the other Chamber, I 
would prefer to its present organization, the prin- 
ciple of an elective presentation of candidates, to 
the nomination of the king — ^if I have felt some 
scruple to sanction by my name the postponement 
or the absolute neglect of things which in my 
opinion are necessary, it is not just to transform 
these opinions into demands for coups-^etatt and 
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a dictatorship, M^ich 1 no more desire to force 
upon other persons, than 1 wish for it myself, as 
history can attest on more than one occasion. 

** But I love better, what it is right every one 
should know, Frenchmen of all parties, as well 
as foreigners of every country, viz. that if the 
constituticmah. order conquered during the great 
days, if the popular throne raised by our hands, 
should ever be men&ed from any quarter what> 
ever, the whole nation would rise to defend them. 

** At this painful moment of a farewell, which 1 
believed more distant, I offer my dear brothers in 
arms my gratitude for their friendship, my confi* 
dence in their recollection of me, my wishes for 
their happiness, my admiration for what they have 
done, my anticipation of what they will yet do, 
my hope that the calculations of intrigue or the 
interpretations of malevolence, will never possess 
any influence in their hearts against me ; in fine, 
I offer them all the sentiments of affectionate re- 
gard, which will terminate only with my latest 
breath. 

“ Lafayette.” 

This new order of things did not at all diminish 
the moral preponderance of Lafayette ; perh£q)8, 
indeed, his personal influence was much augment- 
ed by the disgraceful way in which the creatures 
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of the revolution of July, now become his enemies, 
stigmatised the General’s patriotic inflexibility. 
This species of ostracism reinstated him in all the 
dignity of his political life. Indeed, it was in the 
plain coat of a citizen that in 1789 be received 
Louis XVI. at the head of ^OOiOOO armed patriots ; 
that nearly forty years after he > {traversed in 
triumph the twenty-four States of the American 
Union, passing in review the military bodies and 
the citizen soldiers, who thronged in crowds upon 
the route of the national guest; and that more 
recently he appeared at the Hotel de Yille at the 
head of the revolution of 1830. Finally, it is not 
to his title of General that the confldence and the 
veneration of the people of America and Europe 
have been given for half a century. 

But if Lafayette’s personal condition continued 
the same after his retirement, it was not the less 
unfortunate for public affairs that the national 
guard lost in him a rallying point, around which 
converged all the interests of order and liberty. 
And as to the throne, which, in the madness of 
an\bition and fear, thought that it would strengthen 
itself by being removed from his influence, what 
has it gained by being separated from hun? 
Where could it find more firm and more loyal sup> 
port than in the man who had united it to liberty? 
the only man, also, who was capable of pre- 
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venting the inevitable, perhaps the near*at-hand 
divorce, which for seven months has been sued 
for at the bar of the nation ? A strange fatality 
hovers over royalty of every origin. 

What, however, is not less curious than the 
blindness of the monarchy of July, is the.dffi- 
culty which men who hunt for wealth, titles, and 
power, experience in comprehending such a cha- 
racter as Lafayette. Contempt for these things 
passes the understanding of that sort of persons. 
They can very well comprehend, that a man may 
possess perseverance in principles, tenacity in de- 
termination, and confidence in results unforeseen 
by the most able. They readily acknowledge that 
cool courage which, in the interval of two terms 
of one of the longest political lives, placed him on 
the point most desirable to ambition. But that 
this man, who had only to desire riches in order 
to possess them ; who enjoyed power, and was 
the dispenser of favours ; that the hand in which 
the love and confidence of the people bad placed 
all these bounties, had not courage to grasp them, 
is a circumstance which neither the ambitious nor 
the intriguers can understand. Such a character 
is to them a perfect anomaly, which they cannot 
explain, except by a radical want of judgment 
and energy. They interrogate themselves, and 
they find that there must necessarily be some 
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driag Wanting^ liioagh they do not know very 
well what, in that political ^irit whiok> bold and 
anient a» it may be, appears in thmr eyes timid 
and weak, since after having trampled upon the 
greatest prejudices, it was foolishly checked by 
a scruple of ccmscience. What, in fact, could 
be hoped from a statesman who thinks and says 
on all occasions that m great peraonal queatums it is 
in general safest to decide against ends ouin interest ? 
Such a man, who placed hki glory above vulgar 
ambition, who ranks among the objects of that 
ambition, thrones, presidencies, and conquests; 
for whom the inferiority of his fellow>men, the 
parades of court and of luxury possess no charms 
— Surely such a man does not belong to the fure* 
sent age. 

Thus, wanting sense to comprehend this sin* 
gularity of human nature, the juste-milieu, enter- 
tains profound contempt for this extraordinary 
man, who has been so often placed in a situation 
to gratify all the desires of ambition, and who has 
turned his back on fortune as a child allows a toy 
to slip from its hands. 

Such are the traits in which the enemia of La- 
fhyette have discovered the decay of his political 
faculties and his incapacity for governing. There 
is, however, another symptom which they have 
lost sight of, and from which they might addooe 
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with equal justice : namely, the absurd monoma> 
nia which constantly urges him to the defence of 
the interests of liberty and the public welfiure ; 
and also (here I speak seriously) the fault he has 
sometimes committed, of finding too much grati- 
fication for his self-love in the contrast presented 
by the conduct of a man, who having power to 
do every thing refuses to do anything for himself. 

It now remains for me to describe Lafayette in 
his character of deputy, after the revolution of 
July, that is to say : during the nineteen months 
which followed the resignation of his command. 
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Lafayette was now divested of bis general 
command. This was a great deal towards the 
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gratification of the hatred of his enemies ; but 
not enough for the fulfilment of their projects. 

Having once entered on the course of counter- 
revolution, the nevr royalty could not advance 
with any chance of Access without removing the 
unfavourable impression which its conduct towards 
Lafayette had produced in all generous hearts, 
and explaining its signal ingratitude by the immi- 
nence of a great danger which no longer left fixed 
bases for the throne of Louis Philippe, which the 
French still considered a patriotic result ; for dis- 
afiection had not yet occurred ; the disenchant- 
ment only was taking place. 

At this moment a phantasmagoria of the Re- 
public was adopted as the means of government, 
and the real advantage of the country was sacri- 
ficed without pity to a political object. It was 
not sufficient to have spoken of the general dis- 
order of men’s minds, and to have represented 
property as attacked ; it was further necessary to 
personify anarchy and to exhibit it escaping with 
its scafiblds from the pocket of Lafayette, as 
Minerva formerly issued completely armed from 
the brain of Jupiter. 

Scarcely had the ministers of Charles X. re- 
turned within the turrets of Vincennes, scarcely 
bad the popular rising, at the sound of which the 
doctrinaires had,, as it were, ^ven themselves 
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up for lost, suppireised, tkapi the men of the re* 
stmratioB dared to drag ibrward the disturbances 
of October and December, in order to seek for 
proofs of republican cons^acy, in which they 
did not blush to implicd£^ indirectly, the very 
man who four months previously, when he had it 
in his power to give this form of government to 
his countr3rf sacrificed the inclinations of his whole 
life to what he considered the existing interest of 
France. 

The Jiute-nulieu spoke now of secret engage- 
ments entered into with the agents of disorder, 
it insinuated that the Commander of the National 
Guard, the Minister of Justice, and the Prefect of 
the Seine, had possessed knowledge of certain 
conspiracies which they had not made known ; 
that they were in possession of the means of ex- 
citing and appeasing tumults at will ; that they 
were in league with anarchists, and that greedy of 
power they made a weapon of their popularity in 
order to obtain it. Finally,, the Trissotins, who, 
during the danger, had been prostrated on the 
earth, had .the temerity to accuse Lafayette, Du- 
pont de I’Eure, and Odillon Barrot, of having 
compounded with revolt, and spoken of confes- 
sions when it was necessary to speak only of re- 
pression. They afterwards referred to some pro- 
clamatimis addressed to the people during the 
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storm by the first ms^strate of the capital ; they 
disarranged the general tenour of these docu- 
tnents, and then measuring the bearing of each 
expression, they discovered with much sagacity 
that there necessarily existed a flagrant conspi> 
racy, the object of which was to overthrow the 
king, the Chamber of Peers, and the Chamber of 
Deputies • ; or, at least to provoke iilsurrections 
in order to compel the government to assume a 
course conformably with purely democratic views f . 
Thence they inferred the necessity of establishing 
an inquiry respecting the late tumults, and of 
placing the crown on the two branches of the 
legislature under the safeguard of bayonets. 

In the sitting of the 28 th of December, was ex- 
hibited a strange array of bucklers evidently 
directed against Lafayette, who at the very 
ment was employing influence to calm men’s 
minds, and exacting from his friends as a proof of 
their attachment to his person, absolute respect 
for the monarchy of the barricade, and for the 
men who assailed him by their calumnies and in- 
sults. 

A long time previously to the opening of the 
sitting, numerous battalions of soldiers of every 
description were assembled around and in the 

• M. Laurett’s words in the sitting of the 8th ofDec. 1830. 

* M. Bignon’s opinion in the stone sitting. 



GENERAL LAFArETTE. 


165 


interior of the Palais Bourbon, at the express 
request of the President of the Chamber of De- 
puties. The bridges, the quays, and the adjacent 
streets, were incumbred with troops destined, it 
is said, to prevent a new I8th Brumaire, and to 
defend the doctrinaires against the baton of Crom- 
well, the crosses of Buonaparte, or the rod of 
Louis The anxiety of our brave representa- 

.tives extended so far, that they even dreaded the 
forced ablution, for they said, they, anarchists, 
entertained the brutal design of throwing them in 
the water. 

These affected fears excited great discontent 
amongst the patriotic Deputies, who perceived 
their real object. General Lamarque complained 
in the tribune of the military preparations which 
surrounded the Chamber, and required to be in- 
formed what danger it was menaced with. “ Do 
the modern Gauls wish also to hurl us from our 
curule chairs ? or, have we gone back to the time 
of Phillippe le Bel, when a king of the Basache 
could march at the head of 10,000 students ? In- 
stead of advancing in civilization, we are retro- 
.grading towards the past ? And why should we 
thus fatigue so many worthy citizens, who, while 
we are comfortably seated on our benches, are 
exposed to the rain and the inclemency of the 
season ?'’ M. Casimir P6rier, who then occupied 
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tlili president’s chair, replied, that the govemnMiM 
having informed him that formidable bodies of 
people would concentrate upon the Palais Boar- 
bob, he had considered it his duty to suggest the 
means of securing the inviolability of the nMienal 
representation. 

This scene had been planned, in order, to bring 
about the explanations which would fbffbw, and, 
concurrently with the debate which would arise, 
to terrify public opinion by the phantom of a new 
revolution. 

M. Rambuteau called upon ministers for some 
explanations respecting the cHsturbances of Oc- 
tober and December, in order, as he said, to 
calm the provinces which were in a state of 
great anxiety. The president of the council, 
who, some days previously, had declared to the 
Chamber that conspiracies were hatching in se- 
cret, did not think proper either to deny or con- 
firm that assertion. That minister, after having 
claimed for the cabinet a large share of the merit 
which was due to the re-establishinent of public 
order, and felicitated himself with having tri- 
umphed over anarchy by the arms of liberty alone, 
confined himself to attacking very vaguely the 
instigators who desired to profit by the mistakes of 
Certain minds, and to Unnouncing, that written 
documents would proye that the partisans of the 
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■system which had perished in July, had taken an 
active part in the events of December. ** We 
possess/’ cried M. Lafitte, '* these words written 
by their own hands : we must have a rqtubUc in 
ord^i to drive out the Orleans fatmly." The head 
of die cabinet of the 3rd of November, on the 
subjeci pf the explanations which were demand- 
ed, saidV doubtless by way of amendment to the 
growing alliance between the republic and Carl- 
ism, that all persons had performed their duty, 
the citizens, the government, the National Guard, 
and its illustrious chief. 

The path, however, was opened ; the idea of a 
monstrous union between Carlism and liberty was 
broached, and it became the daily theme of the 
men of the restoration, and of those, who with 
its mortal remains, wished also for the survival of 
its principles. Conventionalists, Imperialists, Car- 
lists, Doctrinaires, all the vestiges of the five or 
six last regimes, whom the double vote of the 
electoral frauds had seated in the Chamber, and 
whom the revolution had imprudently allowed to 
remain there, treated this low accusation as a real 
fact, which would bring France directly back to 
the horrors of 1793. 

As 1 have already said, M. de Lameth with 
difficulty crawled to the tribune, in order to 
denounce a conspiracy, tending at once to 
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overthrow the kingi^ the Chamber of Peers,, aad 
the Chamber of Deputies. The revolutioa was, 
he said, consigned to a directory which endea- 
voured to pervert the public mind in order to ar- 
rive at a republic. Then he indulged in a vio- 
lent sally against the republic, its guillotines, its 
requisitions, its maximum, its assignats, and its 
wars. The anti-democratic hatred of M’.' de La*- 
meth, was not confined to the republic properly 
so called ; it also extended over those republican 
institutions whicH the people had dared to speak 
of at the Hotel de Ville, and which, most cer- 
tainly were incompatible with ^e monarchy. 

The monarchy and the republic ! These two 
systems howled at each other. Yet, what auda- 
city 1 M. Audry de Puyraveau declared on the 
3d of August, that he had heard of a conspiracy 
to obtain republican institutions. “ It is neces- 
sary,’’ said M. de Laureth, in conclusion, “ that 
we should preserve our institutions in all their 
purity." 

This was the moral of the debate : to preserve 
the restoration in all its purity, to engraft Louis- 
Philippe on Charles the Tenth, and the shuffling 
of the doctrinaires on the violence of the men of 
Coblentz ; to prop up, at all points, the tottering 
edifice of 1815, without the temerity which ren*- 
dered its counter-revolutionary measures in some 
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degree amusing, and without J:he dynasty forced 
upmi us, which, owing all to foreigners, had no 
country to betray. 

Had not M. Guizot already explained that the 
characteristic of the revolution of 1830 was ** a 
change of dynasty ^ but that it was necessary to confine 
this change within the narrowest lindts; to interfere 
as little d& possible with established institutions; that 
it was desirable to accept the past, and to deal gently 
with it ; to respect all acts executed, and to make a 
compromise with all interests ?” This is what they 
wished the victory of the people to end in ; this 
is the monster to which it was pretended the revo* 
lution of July had given birth 1 

The lists being thus opened, the doctrinaires 
boldly threw themselves into them, and nothing 
was heard but a hue and cry against the poor 
revolution on the part of all the insects whom it 
had allowed to attach themselves to its root. 

An individual, who since has. in the tribune, 
nobly defended the rights of heroic Poland, but 
who then, perhaps, wished to distinguish himself 
in the conversion which was going on — I mean 
M. Bignon — concentrated in his turn the spectre 
of the republic, at the feet of which he beheld 
assembled partisans of the child of Holyrood, and 
those the Duke de Beichstadt. He also asked 
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whether there didt^|iot exist a fonitb party, oom- 
posed of rash mefi, who, without intending to 
overthrow the existing throne, wished to take 
advantage of commotions, in order to give the 
government a direction conformable to their 
views. 

This accusation was repeated by M. Guizot, in 
the sitting of the next day. The ex-minister of 
the interior spoke again of certain men, full of 
the sentiment of human dignity, but habitually 
governed by some general ideas — by eertain 
theories, which he believed not inapplicable, not 
exaggerated, but radically false ; as false, when 
tested by the reaSon of the philosopher, as by the 
experience of the practical man. And, mark this 
well !-~-these men with false ideas, with perverted 
intelligence, composed the better portion of the 
partisans of the revolution: all the rest were 
merely the dre^s of French society. 

This insolvence of a rhetorician— the incarnate 
type of a faction which France knows only for 
the obscurity of its political idea% for the base- 
ness and corruption of its character ; this inso- 
lence decided the division which has since always 
separated the patriots from this bastard oligarchy, 
this stock-jobbing doctrine, this camarilla of to- 
morrow, which formed itself under the denomina- 
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tiiM^*‘Ju^e-mSeu.i’ as if eipy thing, down to 
its very name, mutt convey iiNJ>surd and ridica* 
lous idea ! 

Laftiyette left to public opinion the task of doing 
him justice against imputations which, in con- 
science, could not be applied to him ; but Dupont 
de I’Eure, Odillon Barrot, and Audry de Puyra- 
veau, whom the doctrinaires had confounded in 
their hatred, did not disdain to raise the gauntlet 
which had been thrown down by such hands. 

TlmiS:-minister of justice repelled the accusa- 
tion directed against him, the Commander-in-chief 
of the National Guards, and the prefect of the 
Seine, of having assumed the supreme power 
during the late disorders in Paris, and profited by 
the irritation of the public mind to terrify the 
king, and to extort confessions from him.-— 
“ Never,” said he, “ will France believe that 
Lafayette, Odillon Barrot, and Dupont de I’Eure 
—to whom, thank God ! in spite of their secret 
accusers, it is grateful for their past lives — could 
become all at once the disciples of treason.” 

Yes,” cried M. Audry de Puyraveau, in the 
sitting of the 30th of December, “ 1 was a con- 
spirator on the 27th, the 28th, and the 29th of 
July ; I conspired to overthrow the throne which 
betrayed our country ; I conspired for liberty, 
and I am proud of having done so ; I conspired to 
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re-establisli order, and to restore the noble oha- 
racter of the great nation and the unrivalled city ; 
I conspired to establish the throne of Louis- 
Philippe at the same moment when 1 dismissed 
those who came to negociate for Charles the 
Tenth — when I refused to receive the withdrawal 
of the Ordinances, and when, above all, the 
municipal committee declared that the eldest 
branch of the Bourbons had ceased to reign. 

“ And, subsequently, when events and inca> 
pacity have conspired against all that generous 
men had accomplished, I again became a con- 
spirator ; but, at the same time, 1 preached for 
the maintenance of public order ; 1 affirmed that 
the liberty we had conquered could not perish, 
and that our safeguard was in the king and the 
able men connected with the government. 

“ Yes, we have conspired, and we still con- 
spire, for the public good, and I regard the at- 
tacks which our conduct has excited, as reflecting 
upon us the greatest glory. 

“ And who are those who have honored us by 
their reprobation? Look at their acts, examine 
the results of their conduct, and then say who 
are the real conspirators.” 

Lafayette disdained to notice these accusations, 
which, notwithstanding their professed generality, 
were evidently directed against him alone. 
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the i&ean time the principles of the different 
parties began to be developed, and the elements 
of a conflict, in which tw'o classes of opinions and 
interests would again struggle for the possession 
of France, and the benefits of the revolution of 
July, were apparent. The parliamentary campaign 
of the restoration was in fact commencing. The 
cause of the contest, and the price of victory were 
the same. The only difference was, that the ene- 
my had changed his ground, his pass-word, and 
his colours. From this period is to be dated the 
appearance of the two parties, — the patriots who 
made the Revolution, and the intriguers who de- 
sired to direct the government which it had esta- 
blished : — the men of the xesistance, and the men 
of the movement. The men of the resistance 
were those who endeavoured to perpetuate all the 
errors of the Restoration ; while, on the other 
hand, the men of the movement desired to intro- 
duce popular institutions into the new order of 
things, which, by interesting the mass of the po- 
pulation in its preservation, might afford a guaran- 
tee for its strength and durability. This is the 
desirable object, which the contagion of the court, 
and the intrigues of juste-milieu have too often, 
alas ! prevented the nation from obtaining* 

The post which Lafayette, now returned to the 
condition of a simple citizen, occupied, was at 
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the hcnd of those, who, havlag^ flight in the pob* 
lie streets for the triumph of the prineifdes of the 
July, became its natural defenders in the Tribune. 
It did not appear that on his retirement any inter, 
ruption took place in the good terms upon which 
he stood with respect to the King, the Royal fa- 
mily, and his colleagues of different shades of 
opinions. In the beginning of Louis Phillippe’s 
reign, he considered it a duty to comply with all 
the invitations he received from the Palais Royal, 
carefully avoided, in his answers to the numerous 
addresses which he received from the National 
Guards of the Kingdom, all idea of a division 
among the men of the Revolution,, especially at' a 
time when endeavours were being made to form 
a union against the intrigues of the Carlists and 
the design of foreign Cabinets. But in his inter- 
views with the ^ing, the Prince Royal and the 
ministers, as in his speeches from the Tribune, he 
opposed with no less energy than determination 
the deplorable system of the Government abroad 
and at home. 

The better to understand the whole of La- 
fayette’s political conduct, it is necessary to fol- 
low it from the first development of the Revo- 
lution of July, throughout the whole of that period, 
during which his influence seemed as a sort of 
arlntmtion, which no party dared to reject. 
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It will be fee<^ected that the first miinstry was 
composed of heterogeneous dements, which the 
King wished, as he said, to unite under the flag 
of the Revolution.* This desire on the part of 
the monarch was perfectly natuthk It seemed, 
indeed, for an instant to be justified by the event ; 
for the minister, whose opinions and previous acts 
were the most monarchical, M. Mole was pre- 
cisely the person, whose firm and dignified atti- 
tude towards a foreign cabinet, particularly at 
the time of the Belgic revolution, indicated that 
he best comprehended the revolution of July. 
Still the discordance of opinion which prevailed 
in the heart of the Council, prevented it from pos- 
sessing any long duration. This Cabinet was di- 
vided both with regard to men and measures. 
An unjust distrust, for instance, was manifested 
of the loyalty of the prefects of'the Seine, and of 

* If the king is to be believed^ the composition of his first 
ministry was not the object of any premeditated choice on his 
part The following is the letter which he wrote to Lafayette, 
on the day after his entry into Paris 

I send you, my dear General, two copies of my proolama- 
tion, which I have not, in the midst of the crowd which sur- 
rounds me, had an opportunity of transmitting to you before. 
1 have not yet been able.to appoint a person to countersign this 
act, which ia pressing, and personally r^ards myself. 1 am 
anxious to see you again, and to re-assure you of the de^ res- 
pect of JO long a standing, which I feel for you. 

Loois-Philifps D'Oemams.*’ 
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the police. M.M. OdiHon Barrot, and Treil- 

bard, were daily subjected to the most odious 

calumnies, which passed from the Palais Royal to 

the saloons of the coonter«revolulion and the 

doctrine, where it was become the fashion to 

treat these worthy magistrates, to whom public 

order was so deeply indebted, as fomenters of 

confusion and anarchy. The Prefect of the Seine 

was not to be pardoned for having in some sort 

prepared the municipal elections, by causing thi 

citizens of the communes to present the candi' 

dates to the different mayoralties ; while Lafay« 

ette, on his part, established throughout France, 

the system of the election, by the national guards 

of the kingdom, of their officers. 

% 

With* res'pect to measures, the first great sub- 
ject of discord in the council was the question 
whether the elective qualification rate should be 
fixed at 250, or 200 francs. The doctrinaire part 
of the ministry having discovered, after a most 
careful calculation, that the elective qualification 
rate of 300 francs, and the deputy’s qualification 
of 1000 francs, settled by the Charter granted by t 
the sovereign’s favour, had becoipe reduced re- 
spectively to 240 and 800 francs, in consequence 
of the diminution of the tax oU land, maintained 
that this diminution was exactly equal to the re- 
duced rate of qualification which the nation de- 
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sired ; and that, therefore, it was. not necessary to 
make any alteration in the existing law. 

This was, likewise, the formally expressed opi- 
nion of the king, who, contrary to unconstitutional 
propriety, employed all his infldeace to. get it 
adopted by the Deputies, to whom he-represented 
that any deviation from the above-stated principle 
would be fraught with ruin to th*e country. The 
other portion of the ministry consented to the 
reduction of the elector’s qualification to '200 
francs, and of the candidate’s qualification to 500 
francs. 

' Lafayette desired the elector’s qualification to 
be reduced to 100 francs, and that all persons 
having that qualification, should possess the elec- 
tive franchise for the second list of juries, and the 
magistrates of communes, whose nomination, he 
hoped, would be placed in the hands of the 
people, in such a way, thif while direct suffrage 
was preserved, the mass of the citizens might 
participate, at least indirectly, in the election. 
With respect to a candidate, he thought that no 
pecuniary qualification ought to be required. 
But even those members of the cabinet who op^^’ 
posed the statu quo invoked by the doctrinaires^; 
did not go so far arhe. He, nevertheless, on the 
first schism which occurred in the ministry, de- 
clared himself in favour of Lafitte’s plan. I am 
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against you,” said be to the dissentient ministers, 
“ because you wish the qualification to be 300 or 
260 francs ; and your adversaries consent to re- 
duce it to 200. If I could find ministers so 
enlightened as to consent to its reduction to 100 
francs, 1 should hasten to declare myself for them, 
in opposition to those whom I now support.” 

The principles which Lafayette had professed 
some years before, on the question of the double 
vote, were developed with renewed energy in the 
speech ; in which, choosing the least of two evils, 
he declared himself for the quota of 200 francs, in 
preference to that of 250 francs. 

Lafayette and his friends had made numberless 
efforts to supersede the magistracy of Charles X., 
which, was almost exclusively composed of coun- 
ter-revolutionary notables. This magistracy had 
been defended and preserved by the influence of 
the court, joined to that of the restoration party, 
which had appointed the majority of the judges, 
and removed from the tribunals all men who were 
not notorious royalists. But when the admission 
of magistrates to the exercise of the elective fran- 
chise came under discussion, Lafayette protested 
against their exclusion, which a part of the oppo- 
sition had cf^tnitted the error of deman^ng, in a 
fit of displeasure agmnst the majority; a circiun- 
stance which led to the exclusion of the other 
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magistrates, and vitiated the electoral law in one 
of its most essential principles. The opinion he 
expressed in the coarse of that protracted debate, 
was, that the perfection of political civilization on 
this point was, that each tax-payer should pos- 
sess a direct vote in the election of the represen- 
tatives of the nation ; and that that vote should 
be independent and free of all influence. “ That 
which in Europe is still regarded as Utopian 
perfection,” observed Lafayette, “ has existed for 
upwards of fifty years in the United States. 
There, every tax-payer is an elector ; and among 
those tax-payers is included the militia-man, the 
National Guard who has paid in the course of the 
year the personal tribute of a day's duty. There, 
no such thing exists as pecuniary qualification, 
and yet all is managed without inconvenience and 
trouble. Such is the power of popular informa- 
tion, civic habits, and national institutions.” 

On the 7th of March Lafayette expressed him- 
self eneigetically against every species of pecu- 
niary qualification, for which it was absurd to 
demand a new guarantee after having found exor- 
bitant the electoral qualification at two hundred 
firancB. He opposed the pretended authority of 
the example of England cited by hi^ adversaries, 
who also supported their arguments on the remu- 

N 2 
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neration of direct universal suffrage by the con-« 
stituent assembly. 

With regard to England he proved, first, that 
the electoral system of that country :ipas con« 
demned by an immense majority of the nation ; 
and that, besides, the old electoral law of England^ 
worm>eaten as it was, admitted a far greater 
number of electors and a qualification much lower 
than that stipulated by the French law on which 
the Chamber was deliberating. In England, he 
observed, every landed proprietor has arvote in a 
county election, by right, not of the amount of 
taxes he pays ; but of net revenue equivalent to 
about fifty francs, and in some towns and boroughs 
the suffrage is still more extended. He referred 
to the new bill presented to the English Parlia- 
ment by which Scotland, whose population does 
not amount to three millions would have the 
number of her electors encreased to sixty thou- 
sand for counties alone. 

Alluding to the faults for which the constituent 
assembly is reproached, Lafayette observed:— 
** In renouncing direct universal suffrage, the 
members of that assembly looked for their elec- 
toral qualification, not in the privileges of birth or 

The pa8siii|j*’of the Refom Bill has fiiUy justified this 
assertion., 
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the advantages of fortune, but in the confidence 
of the mass of the citizens. It adopted election 
by two degrees, and the primary assemblies not 
of cominEmes and villages but of cantons, which 
with reference to influence was very diflerent from 
the proposition made the other day by one of our 
honourable colleagues,. who> Jbad he entertained 
the least expectation of success, would, doubtless, 
have first applied that principle to the elections 
of magistrates and the councils of communes. 
But 1 re^fot that the systems of direct election 
which has been adopted ought to guarantee us 
against pecuniary qualification. 

*' My honourable friend, M. Augustin Pdrier, 
in blaming the constituent assembly for not having 
divided the legislative body into two chambers 
(and I concur in that censure), cited as the per- 
fection of the electoral system, the report of the 
first constitutional committee made by his hon- 
ourable countryman, M. Mounier, to whose name 
he might have added those of M.M. Lally and 
Berg^asse. 

“ This profession of faith is premature since it 
encroaches on the next sitting, but, as Mounier 
and his colleagues in that constitutional committee 
proposed to the assembly not an hp^itary peer- 
age, not a peerage exclusively appointed by the 
king (the arrangements against which they pro- 
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tested in their report), but an elective Gbamh«r 
tB <whieh the king should choose among candidates 
appointed by the provinces, it may be supposed 
that such will be the opinions which my honour* 
able ally and his friends will express in the elec>- 
toral colleges for the choice of the deputies for 
the approaching Chamber. 

** As to the amendment which 1 defend, gen- 
tlemen, 1 cannot comprehend the repugnance to 
trust such popular measures and instiM^ions, and 
to seek in them the only protection agaflmnarchy. 
The three greatest public disasters that can affect 
mankind are despotism, aristocracy and anarchy, 
and to oppose these three scourges it is in the 
nation itself, (for we are all the French people), 
that we must find the sources of energy and 
power. 

** Gentlemen, look at the National Guard : it 
was spontaneously raised for the recovery of 
liberty, independence, and national sovereignty 
in 1789, and 1830; to defend not exclusively one 
power, but all the powers which the public will 
has founded, all the rights which it has acknow- 
ledged : —it forms a connecting link uniting our 
new social order to the principle from which it 
emanates, and assuring to both our common co- 
operation. But what has been the result of this 
institution so democratic, so republican,— this 
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amuDg of the whole nations with the uncontrolled 
f>ower of appointing its own officers. Do you find 
among those officers many timeservers and agita- 
tors ? (^uite the contrary ; and 1 now see before 
me several of those officers who are men of hon- 
our, the friends of public order, and who cannot 
be reproached with any, political extravagance 1 
Is it not more natural to presume that if some of 
the electoral colleges nominated a deputy, not 
paying th^equired amount of taxes, he would be 
a man (Unstinguisbed merit and talent, rather 
than one of those extravagant or violent men, 
who may exercise some influence in a political 
commotion, but will never possess any in a Cham- 
ber of Deputies ? Besides, it may be remembered 
that among the agitators of the most disastrous 
and^riminal periods of the revolution, there 
appear the names of several public men, whose 
advantages, of fortune afforded no guarantee 
ageinst their excesses. 

Gentlemen, 1 adopt without reservation the 
proposition that has been made to you, not to re- 
quire any pecuniary qualification.’’ 

In his two-fold character of a member of the 
legislature and Coromander-in-Chief of the Na- 
tional Guards, Lafayette advocated in the Tribune 
as well as in the Cabinet, the system of non-inter- 
ference ; the equality of men of colour in the eye 
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of tlid law by which our colonies are ruled ; and, 
finally, the recognition of the republics of South 
America and Mexico. In his opinion, the foreign 
policy of the revolution of July ought to have 
been the necessary development of these primary 
points. He continued to defend these principles 
in all the diplomatic discussions which arose in 
the Chamber of Deputies ; but it was not enough 
to have secured the acceptance of the denomina» 
tion of a system ; it was more important to secure 
that system against perfidious interprdiations by 
a clear and precise definition of its text and its 
spirit. This Lafayette endeavoured to do in two 
or three decisive occasions. For example, in the 
sitting of the 16th of January, 1831, in which 
Lamarque, Mauguin, and Lafayette pointed to the 
nations of Europe rising by turns in the cause of 
liberty; Belgium presenting a cincture of for- 
tresses, which the coalition raised against the 
French of 1814 and 1815; Poland incurring thi 
fearful chances of an insurrection rather thait 
march against us ; and, in the face of these great 
circumstances, the government of Louis-Philippe 
plunged into the most inconceivable lethargy, 
actipg as the ministers of Charles X. would have 
acted, and struggling, without resolution and 
without courage, in the thorny path into which 
its predecessors ha4 forced the restoration. In 
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this same sitting, and after referring to the alabra- - 
mental maxim of the Cabinet of Vienna, that 
** as long' as one revolutionary dynasty should 
subsist the revolution would not be terminated,— 
that it was necessary that the principle of -legiti- 
macy should prevail every where: without this 
there could be no peace only a truce'’ After quoting 
this maxim, an illustrious warrior, over whom the 
tomb has lately closed, energetically styled a halt 
in the mud, the peace which the restoration allow- 
ed to be imposed upon France, and which was 
disgracefully accepted as a legacy by the ministers 
of the Citizen King. “ France,’’ said Lamarque, 

has never pardoned the Bourbons for the dis- 
graceful treaties of 1815. The French would 
wish that the king of their choice should feel like 
them and share their national pride.” 

* A Belgian speaker affirmed in the Congress^ that ]\I. Se- 
bastiani had replied to the Deputies of his nation^ that France 
ivas obliged to reject the offers of Belgium because England 
would not suffer her to accept them. It was in allusion to this 
abject avowal that General Lamarque launched into one of 
those impetuous sallies^ which imparted so much fire and ani- 
mation to his speeches. M. Sebastian! merely replied^ that 
the government would not shrink from the responsibility of its 
acts^ nor even that of its silence. In the sitting of 30 th of 
December, the hero of Capri had uttered these remarkable 
words : — 

" I Aould consider it an insult to our ministers if I gave the 
least credit to the design they are supposed to entertain of 
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Ncn^r, perhaps, was any public speaker more 
correct in his views or more eloquent' in expres- 
sion than M. Mauguin, when, replying to the 
accusations directed by M. Guizot, and the am- 
bition and spirit of proselytism manifested by our 
first revolution, he proved that revolutionary unity 
must necessarily be arrayed against the coalition 
of absolute monarchies. “ When,” he exclaimed, 
** Poland shall have been sacrificed in her defence 
of liberty, do you think that the absolute mo- 
narchs will not come and attack liberty in France ? 
Who checked the advance of Russia ? Poland. 
It was intended that she should march against us. 
She became our advanced guard, and now we 
abandon her ! Well, let her perish ! It is not the 
first time that her children have perished for us ! ” 
These words, which were uttered in a tone of 
sincere conviction and deep grief, appeared for a 
moment to disturb the quietude of the members 

placing an English Prince on the throne of Belgium^ and of 
tempering this shameful concession by uniting him with a 
young princess, who would connect him with France. Louis 
XIV. in his pride may have sacrificed the interests of the na- 
tion to those of his family, and preferred placing his jgcund- 
son on the throne of Spain to uniting the Netherlands to 
Frailce^ as was proposed to him. But our King Philippe, if 
he wished to follow the track of his ancestors, should rather 
have adopted the example of Henry IV., who could n<^^ rest 
until that union was adopted, and was on the point of effecting 
it when he fell by the poignard of an execrable assassin. 
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of the centre. But what availed the conviction 
and grief of a patriot in the eyes of that majority 
of indolent approvers, who mistook indecision for 
prudence, cowardice for moderation,— -who un> 
blushingly declared that we must allow Poland 
to be sacrificed out of respect for her liberty, and 
that we must be deaf to the appeal of nations, 
for fear of raising the coalition against us ! The 
members of the centre applauded the doctrine of 
the minister Guizot ; for it is impossible to make 
anything of the soul of a hypocrite, and as Ros- 
seau observed, a reasonable man might have un< 
dertaken the conversion of Cartouche but not that 
of Cromwell. 

M. Guizot attempted to justify the intentions 
of the ministry, and the retrograde march of its 
system. Being placed in the alternative of mani- 
festing revolutionary activity, or a moderation 
consolatory to foreign cabinets, he and his friends, 
he said, had found it necessary to decide for the 
latter course. He accused the partisans of the 
revolution of July, of cherishing the insane pro- 
ject of subjecting all the nations of Europe to 
the'^linity of their principles. That fancy, he ob- 
served, was nut new; for Louis XIV., the Con- 
vention, and Buonaparte, were by turns tormented 
by the thirst of revolutionary propagaiidism, am- 
bition, and conquest. Louis XIV. dreamed of 
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fotdlti^ the French monarchy upon the whole of 
the world ; the Convention, the French Republic, 
'and Napoleon, the French empire. Now, what 
occurred at all these different periods ? A power- 
ful re-action, a general resistance, not only on the 
part of governments, but on the part of nations, 
who resolved to defend the liberties of the coun- 
tries attacked. 

It was General Lafayette’s task to correct this 
unfortunate application of facts, to repel these 
forced comparisons, and to refute this theory : — 

” Gentlemen,” said he, “ the habit I have long 
contracted, of ardently wishing for the liberty of 
other nations, as well as for that of my own coun- 
try, and of helping to promote it, as far as lies in 
my power, may make me regard as personal the 
reproaches of propagandism which have been 
uttered in this tribune. I do not, however, intend 
to speak of myself, but of the Revolution of 1789; 
and the lateness of the hour obliges me to be 
brief. 

** It is not true, gentlemen, that that revolution 
was, in its principle and intent, a conquest. Such 
was not the wish of the Constituent Assembly. 
Its security rested on the recognition, on the con- 
gratulations of the foreign powers, including those 
of Mr. Pitt, when the coalition of Pilnttz.was 
formed against us.. Fortunately, France had 
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then, as slie has now, her National Guards, f The 
nation roserin arms, and saved her independence. 
She was forced to conquests which were after- 
wards extended too far. It has been justly ob- 
served, that the re-action against us was the re- 
action of subjects, rather than that of kings. 
Kings, though no doubt the secret enemies of our 
revolution, nevertheless acted the part of humble 
and submissive .courtiers. It was the nations of 
Europe who, weary of a conquering despotism, 
forced their kings and nobles to become patriots. 
Free constitutions were then promised them. 
They were deceived; but they will not allow 
themselves to be deceived again. 

" I am surprised, gentlemen, that the two ad- 
ministrations of the King have not, in this tribune, 
taken credit to themselves on a fact which is 
honourable to them. As soon as Belgium took 
up^ arms to reclaim her sovereignty, it was for- 
bidden, in the name of the French government, 
that any foreign soldier should set foot on the 
Belgian territory. I should have wished that, 
acting on the same principle of non-interference, 
we had not taken part in their form of govern- 
ment, or the choice of individuals connected with 
it ; but I leave to the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
the taskx of elucidating this discussion between 
the two tribunes. 
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regard to Poland, Gentlemen, it was 
imposuble for the French nation noj^ito feel the 
warmest sympathy in her cause. Not merely 
because the first partition of her territory was a 
disgrace to France ; not even on account of the 
gratitude we owe to that brave nation, whose 
blood has been shed so abundantly, so generously 
in the wars of France : our sympathy was claimeiii 

to^^. 

ainst us. 

Poland was to form the advance guard : the ad- 
vance guard turned against the main army. Can 
it then be matter of surprise, that this advance 
guard claims all our good wishes, our gratitude, 
and our sympathy? 

Gentlemen, a week alone has been requisite 
to alter the destinies of a whole age, and also 
those of future ages. Compare, 1 beseech you, 
the style and the doctrines of that address, which 
has justly conferred so much honour upon Us, 
with the principles of the sovereignty of the people, 
(principles which no one will venture to deny, for 
they are now the necessary condition of our ex- 
istence,) and then you will see what progress we 
have made. 

We have been told of the eagerness shewn 
by die courts of Europe to recognize dttjr.natitnial 
government. Gentlemen, this assertioir >^^ri^uires 


by a fact which no one witt ^y iture 
Gentlemen, the war was prlplied a 
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(jfoalificatioti^ 1 shall not here speak of t^^pa* 
nish circuHur of M. de Galomarde, published 
shortly after our revolution. It merits chastise, 
ment, and I regret that chastisement has not been 
inflicted on it. 

*' 1 can recollect also certain acts of this Don 
Miguel, whose friends, in the late English minis> 
try, thought they should be shewing some mercy 
to bis jeputati<»|g|by: merely calling him cowardly 
and cruel. 1 however, say one word upon 
my manner of understanding our principle of non- 
interference. 

“ Gentlemen, if at any time a nation in Europe, 
let it be situated where it may, desires to recover 
its rights, and foreign interference is directed to 
prevent it, such a proceeding is a hostile demon- 
stration towards us; not only because being a 
revival of the principles of Pilnitz and of the 
pseudo Holy Alliance, it forms a precedent for a 
future aggression against our liberty and inde- 
pendence; but because common sense proves 
that it would be the same as saying to us, Wait 
until we crush your natural allies, the friends of 
liberty in other countries, and when they no 
longer exist, we will fall upon you with all our 
force.” A 

** The.|id.vanced hour of the night prevents me 
from dwelling upon a point of some importance. 
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I w^l^owever, put the case thus :-^i& the event 
of an insurrection in the kingdom of Hanover, 
would not the Germsm confederation consider as 
a foreign interference, the sending of an English 
army into that country? Now, Gentlemen, the 
Poles and the Russians, although subject to the 
same monarch, are as much foreigners to each 
other as the Hanoverians and the English.” **** 

The honour of this admirable debate re^00n- 
tirely with the minority, upon whom all the hopes 
of France, and of liberal Europe, were henceforth 
to rest. But what is worthy of particular remark 
is the foresight which led Lafayette to reason 
upon the hypothesis of an approaching revolution 
in Hanover. 

The noble General perceived that if an insur- 
rection should break out in this kingdom, which 
occupies in the north of Germany one of the fore- 
most places among *'.ie states of the Germanic 
confederation, that event would exercise a Vhst 
influence on the dcotinies of the whole of Ger- 
many, in impeding the movements, and embar- 
rassing^^ the situation of Prussia. It is curious 
that Lafayette was charged with being in the 
secret of the insurrection of Gottingen, the news 
of which arrived in Paris only two days after the 
sitting in which he provoked the expltnatfons I 
have just adverted'to. However this may be, ho 
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one could 4eny either the seasonableness or the 
importance of this question, affecting as it does 
the interests of two countries«which events might 
place in situations perfectly analagous. On its 
decision might depend the fate of Poland and the 
whole of Germany. 

For two months the Belgians had been vainly 
seeking a king from all the reigning families of 
Eui^Ojk- There was something humiliating to 
human intelligence in the spectacle of six millions 
of brave, rich, industrious, and, in some respects, 
the most civilized, people of Europe, ill treated on 
all hands, placed, as it were, under the ban of old 
chanceries, and impudently taxed with impose 
ture, when they revealed the refusal they had ex- 
perienced. What a fine lesson for a nation in a 
state of volition ; who, before they look for a 
king, should accomplish the work of ihcir regene- 
ration, and secure their national independence; 
and instead of throwing themselves under the 
dominion of five or six satraps, should have the 
good sense to take a citizen, and crown, and obey 
him ! For, as a learned statesman told the Bel- 
gians, ** The important point is not the race of 
the king you choose, but the respect you can pay 
him;, and if you respect the monarch of your 
choice' yott^have genuine royalty.” 

The slavishness of our diplomatic policy, and 

VOL. ir. 
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ita'^nd obedience to foreign injuidBtr^iiged 
Belgium to compromise, along witb^nW'dignity, 
the dignity also of a]^ the nations who sympathised 
with her. We recollect the addresses from all 
quarters, whic < called for the union of that conn-* 
try with France. Time will inform us whether 
this junction was not the only practical st^. 
This at least is certain, that the similitude and me 
mutual dependence of the two revolutions re- 
quired it. Be ideo, from the beginning, the Bel- 
gians were unanimous to unite themselves with 
us. They felt tliat there was more security and 
honour in sharing our fortune, our name, our 
civilization, our prospects, and our European pre- 
ponderance, than in seeking and then submitting 
to humiliations from courts. But from this for- 
midable union might have arisen a war, and the 
idea of a war produced on our citizen monarchy 
a similar effect to that which a drop of w'ater pro- 
duces upon a hydrophobic patient. Again, the Bel- 
gians had long been in the full enjoyment of many 
liberties which we, Frenchmen of July, still want. 
And it is likely that the retrograde of the 7th 
August saw in this heinous fact an insurmount- 
able obstacle to the union. In other words, the 
Holy Alliance did not wish it. 

After having tied up the arms of Belgiftsi, the 
Palais Royal also assumed the authority of inter- 
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dieting right of taking a prince vrixfwas 

likely tb'^mpatbise with French ideas. We all 
recollect the letter writtetvby M. Sebastian! to 
the Belgic envoy on the subject of the pretended 
reasons which excluded the Duke of Leuchtem* 
berg. “ You cannot be united to France. Eng- 
land will never consent to it.” Tliis was the lan- 
guage held to the Belgians by one who had fought 
at the head of our armies, and seen France con- 
quer the world ! 

This forgeffulness of the dignity of a great 
people, this shameful continuation of a system 
followed up for fifteen years, did not stop here. 
M. Sebastiani declared formally to the Belgic 
Congress through our ministers at Brussels, that 
the French government could neither admit the 
junction with France nor the elevation of the 
Duke of Nemours or the Duke of Leuchtemburg 
to the throne ; the first proposition from reasons 
of state, the too last in order to avoid war. And, 
indeed, through a base dread of France the new 
monarchy, has already abjured its revolutionary 
origin, and has deserted the sacred principle of 
non intervention which she had only a little while 
before proclaimed in the face of the world. 

Another question of the gravest importance 
was 'pending. It was the determining whether a 
government of whatever kind it may be, has the 

o 2 
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rigl^KOf accepting or of refusing an angiientatioti 
of territory without the consent of the representa- 
tives of the country. 

This question was put and spiritedly debated 
in the memorable sittings of the 27th and 28th 
January. The ministry and their adherents, 
eluding the constitutional difficulty, applied them- 
selves to prove these too points alone, 1st that the 
confined circle in which our policy enclosed the 
Belgic Congress, abridged nothing of the freedom 
of the movements of that Congress ; and 2nd 
that the choice of the son of Eugene was rejected, 
not out of respect to the interests of dynasties 
but from national interests alone. As may easily 
be seen, these explanations explained nothing. 

From this day no doubt could longer be enter- 
tertained of the cowardly and base desertion 
which the monarchy of the barricades had deter- 
mined on with regard to Poland. Some hypo- 
critical regrets, some demonstrations of compas- 
sion for the fate of that heroic people, the empty 
apparel of grief, the forced homage to public 
opinion, were all that the patriotic appeals of 
Lamarque, Mauguin, Salverte and Lafayette, 
could draw from the egotistical indifference of 
the ministry. 

Under these circumstances Lafayette^^l^i^ed 
the question on its true basis, viz : whether the 
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forRigti olftimets would be ftllowed to stift# by 
cunning or by force, while France remained an 
idle spectator, two revolutions induced by our 
example; and whether France was to be con- 
demned to live for ever in terror of her own work. 
He maintained the principle, that if the revolu- 
tion of July, annulled the octroid charter, it also 
and necessarily invalidated the treaties of 1815, 
and that, among others, which united Belgium and 
Holland ; that whenever a European nation, no 
matter how distant, should wish to exercise its 
sovereignty, every intervention on the part of 
foreign cabinets to oppose it, would constitute a 
declaration of war against France, a direct attack 
against the principle of our existence, an evident 
project to stifle liberty sooner or later in our own 
country ; that if the free choiee of Belgium fell 
upon the Duke of Nemours it was the duty of 
the king not to oppose that choice ; and that, 
with* respect to the junction with France, Louis 
Philippe had neither the right of accepting or of 
refusing the proposition, which ought to have been 
submitted to all the branches of the legislature. 
He maintained that it was the duty of the king to 
require imperiously the execution of the treaty 
which Vfas, as it were by chance, adopted at the 
Gon^l^s of Vienna,' and which consecrated the 
independence of Poland ; he demanded extensive 
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limits for Greece whose regeneratiott 
had been paralized by the intervention of the 
maritime powers ; lastly, he conjured the govern- 
ment of July, not to debase itself so far as to treat 
with the sordid and cruel tyrant who still op- 
pressed Portugal. 

This language, the offspring of honour and of 
national enthusiasm, was heard on this occasion 
without exciting the timorous passions. The ma- 
jority, in fact, caught up some of its fire, and 
appeared to waver for an instant between the par- 
tizans of war and the advocates of peace. The 
denouncers of propagandisin and of anarchy met 
with less sympathy among the benches of the 
Chambers, and the ministry itself seemed less 
estranged from the ideas of war and national rege- 
neration than it had appeared during the preced- 
ing discussions. In fact, the same Cabinet, which 
two months later, humbly declared that France 
wished to prove to Europe, by every means in her 
power, that she wished for peace, dared now to 
avow, through its organ. Marshal Soult, " that 
France commanded peace tiiat she required it 
on the conditions which she was in a situation to 
impose, and that she would bring the powers at 
once to the point.” As for M. Sebastiani, he had 
the boldness to express, on the part of the ^nrem- 
ment, its lively sympathy for Poland, and to avow 
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that France was negotiating in favd6r ^y|^at 
nation. 

These words, which, to say the truth, were 
extracted from the ministry solely from their fear 
of losing a still fluctuating majority, and one 
which testified its sympathy with Poland, though 
it was far indeed from feeling for the courage and 
misfortunes of that nation, the sentiments which 
animated the rest of the people ; — these words, I 
say, might have taught ,the foreign cabinets that 
between the moral alliance and the effective coali- 
tion of France with Poland, the distance was 
small. 

But did not our diplomatists, by the bluster of 
their language, called forth by their parliamentary 
situation, become a laughing stock in the eyes of 
the cabinets? Of this there can scarcely be a 
doubt. 

The object of the Cabinet, however, was to 
Itrenj^then the hopes of the populations, and to 
make the sovereigns reflect. And such was, in 
fact, the momentary result of the explanations 
demanded in these two sittings, by the most'ener- 
getic party in the Cliamber. 

After all, the most satisfactory point which was 
elicited during the extended debate, was, un- 
doubtedly, the definition of the system of non-in- 
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which the new monarchy had adopted, 
and which it made a feint of wishing to impose on 
the other powers of Europe. Certainly, the prin- 
ciple, considered as an absolute basis, as a rigor- 
ous rule of European public law, would be inap- 
plicable to a multitude of pre-ordained situations, 
as well as of possible contingencies. Perhaps, 
indeed, for a country at the issue of a revolution, 
which had just displaced so many national rela- 
tions and political connections, the only true, 
because the only applicable law, is the law of 
expediency and of force, subordinate, indeed, to 
the universal sentiment of justice and of civiliza- 
tion, which gives a tone to the public spirit g( the 
age, — a law, in virtue of which the republic 
re-conquered its natural limits, and withstood 
Europe coalesced against our independence and 
our liberty. 

But since the principle of non-intervention, a 
very convenient one for those who deal only in 
words, and never penetrate beyond the surface of 
things, constitutes the only protection under which 
the dynasty of the barricades consented to place 
the regeneration of the European nations, Lafay- 
ette rendered immense service, by defining this 
principle in such a way that its application to the 
Poles and the Italians would imply a prevention 
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c^the employment of a single Russian or Amrffinn 
regiment by the pseudo kings of Poland and 
Itidy, to stifle insurrection among those people. 

The consequence, then, to be deduced from 
this definition, thrice agreed to by the Govern* 
ment of July, was a security to the nations of 
jEurope of national sovereignty within, and of non* 
intervention from without. But in conceding to 
the autocrat the full and perfect license to ex- 
terminate the Poles, for the purpose of compelling 
them again to submit to his iron yoke, the mo* 
narchy of July allowed the principle of its 
existence to be violated. I dwell upon this fact 
merely for the purpose of fortifying our future 
reserves, for it establishes the principle that 
treaties are binding no longer than the circum- 
stances or the force which imposed them, exist. 
The day will come, and perhaps is not now far 
distant, when the people as well as the monarchs 
will form an authority of precedents for the regu* 
lation of their non-intervention. 
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CHAPTER II. 


War declared between the Doctrinarians and the Patriots.— 
Sittings of the 19th and 20th February, 1831. — The Guizot 
Ministry attacks the Lafitte Ministry. — Difierence between 
the two systems. — Unpopularity set up as a resource of Go- 
vernment. — Lafayette calls to mind the Conditions on which 
Louis-Philippe*8 Throne exists. — His Opinion on the Disso- 
lution of the Chamber. — He Protests against the Profanations 
of Saint Germain TAuxerrois. 

Tm: Sittings of the Chamber of Deputies, of 
the 19lh and 20th of February, proved that there 
existed a deep misunderstanding and a declared 
hostility between the men to whose hands the 
monarchy of the 7th of August was entrusted, 
and the republican institutions to which Louis- 
Philippe had taken the oath. 

In the first of these Sittings M. Guizot ve- 
hemently accused the cabinet which had suc- 
ceeded that o^hich he formed a part, of giving 
way to fatal concessions. " It will go on still,” 
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said he, “ courting popular men, it willi't^Qk 
deeper and deeper in this unfortunate system, 
until the obligations of a fictitious popularity have 
irretrievably destroyed it.” M. Guizot reckoned 
much upon the' impotence, the feebleness, and the 
wavering character of the Ministry of the 3d 
November. And it was in allusion to them that 
he established the strange maxim, that it is 
necessary to be unpopular in order to govern 
well ; and, searching for the causes of the misery 
and agitation which afflicted France, he found 
them in that craving of vain popularity, to which, 
says he, every consideration is sacrificed. In 
conclusion M. Guizot proved, without any diffi- 
culty, that the present Chamber could the better 
fulfil its functions the more unpopular it became. 
In his view, France ought peremptorily to adhere 
to the system of 1814, minus only the dynasty 
expelled in .July ; to introduce^ the people to the 
habitudes of the English monarchy, to restore to 
royalty the powers of constraint which it bor- 
rowed from the principle of the right divine, of 
which the revolution had, without discernment, 
despoiled it. Such was the system, in substance, 
out of which the Doctrinaires plainly declared it 
was neither safe for the thron| |y or the state 
to direct their course. 

The Ministers of the juste-milieu threw back 
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upo%^their successors the responsibility of a 
system of which they themselves had laid the first 
foundation. They, in their own estiihation, were 
infallible ; it was the nation that was in error in 
not comprehending that all its happiness was cen- 
tered in being governed by such able men. But, 
unhappily, they had been embarrassed ; insur- 
rections had been excited : the people had mani- 
fested its demands ; the zeal of the national guard 
had slackened : had it not been for these circum- 
stances they, good souls, would already have 
carried France to the summit of glory and pros- 
perity. 

This seems a fit opportunity for examining, 
transiently, these recriminations, and for explain- 
ing the causes of the difference which existed in 
public opinion with regard to the heads of the 
two first cabinets, which presided over the affairs 
of the revolution of July. 

And first, what was the ifttional opposition 
which formed an obstacle to the policy of M. 
Guizot? France, says he, was not disposed to 
support his ministry. What ! with the power of 
managing an enormous budget ; with five hundred 
thousand troops of the line ; eighteen hundred 
thousand naticttal guards, created as by enchant- 
ment ; seven or eight hundred thousand places to 
distribute ; a magistracy pliant to all your plea- 
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sures ; the legion of honour to be prodigal of; 
the possession of every influence; obedience to 
the laws ; the ready collection of imposts ; the 
discouragement of internal factions ; the inactive 
stupor of foreign enemies : were all these nothing 
in your bands? What more did you require? 
Moral force ? Each government must acquire 
that of its own exertions; that failure is surely 
not the fault of France nor of the revolution. 
Spite of all your resources and advantages you 
were not able to go on, simply because your 
doctrines menaced the moral and political ener> 
gies of regenerated France — interests which ne- 
cessarily surmount all others. 

The Lafitte Ministry inherited all the diffi- 
culties created by the first cabinet. They took 
the government under circumstances the most 
critical that bad existed for five months; and 
whatever faults this ministry may have com- 
mitted, it must 1|it least be allowed the merit 
of having done some good. In the midst of the 
strongest political prejudices, they frankly laid 
down economical and legislative principles ; they 
planned out a new system of indirect contri- 
butions ; they discussed questions of public cre- 
dit ; they relieved thirty milliuus frqm the burden 
of indirect taxes; they desired peace, but they 
haughtily declared that it appertained to France 
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to pvoseribe it to Europe, and, that if the honour 
nation required, it behoved her to carry on 
war by every means, not excepting propagand- 
istil; they energetically protested ag^ainst the 
London Conference constituting itself the heritor 
of that of Vienna ; they said " we will not simer 
the principle of non-intervention to be violated,” 
and Austria remained upon the frontiers of Mo- 
dena and Romagna. In short, the downfall of 
Lafitte was the signal for the invasion of the papal 
states, and for a complete submission to the 
London protocols. 

These facts explain the reason of that honor- 
able citizen’s repulsion from the councils of Louis- 
Philippe, and why, also, notwithstanding the 
errors into which his too easy character had 
drawn him, he retained his popularity intact, and 
received even marks of the public esteem and 
favour. And those who had most strictly criti- 
cised the acts of his administration, and of that 
class I am one, felt they had neither reasoiT nor 
inclination to cast a shadow of doubt over the 
uprightness of his intentions, or the purity of his 
patriotism. These facts wilt equally well point 
out the causes of the accusations which were 
directed against M. Guizot. 

The secession of which 1 have ^ust spoken, took 
place in consequence of the' famous mass of St. 
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£rsrmata>rAuxerrois, which, on the 14 th of Fe> 
bruary, brought the people in crowds to the pub- 
lie square, and forced the persons in power to 
grant them the reparation they required. 

The question thus being placed between the 
doctrines of the Restoration and the principles of 
the Hotel de Ville, Lafayette thought it his duty 
to recal to the recollection of the throne, the re- 
publican conditions by which it came into exist- 
ence. We shall presently see whether he fulfilled 
that duty with the freedom and firmness the occa- 
sion demanded. 

But before representing the speech he pro- 
nounced on this occasion, I must remark to my 
readers, that in consequence of leaving the most 
important question of the revolution, to wit, the 
expulsion of Charles X., in some degree of doubt, 
the imprudence of the cabinet alone permitted 
silly protests to become insulting. Thence, on 
the one hand, thd anger of the people, excited by 
odious provocation ; and on the other, the humi- 
liating necessity to which the government was 
reduced, of compounding with sedition, and say- 
ing, “ Be kind enough not yourselves to break up 
the attributes of ancient royalty and Jesuitism ; 
leave to us the task of profaning the churches, 
of demolishing ^he crosses and the fleurs-derlis, 
since you require Ihesel” What a spectacle! 
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, The monarchy of July descending to profanation, 
and strangling itself at the foot of thp bier on which 
Cas'lism had hung the lithograph of the de 
Bourdeaux. 

In this confusion of principles, it was the boun- 
den duty of Lafayette to bring back things to the 
true condition of July, viz. to a popular throne, 
environed with republican institutions ; to show 
that that throne was not given by the Chamber of 
two hundred and twenty-one ; and that a sceptre 
received from the hands of the people, could only 
be defended by institutions which emanate from 
the people. In fine, it was essential to know, 
once for all, where the incompatibility rested 
between the contract of the Hotel de Yidile and 
the recently avowed system of the palace. 

Besides, another important question occupied 
men’s minds. The approaching dissolution of the 
Chamber was talked of. M. Lafitte, the Presi- 
dent of the Council, had even announced from the 
tribune, that he had taken the king’s orders in 
consequence. But the doctrinarian majority 
wished that the new elections should take place 
under the influence of the transitory law of the 
12th of September, and not under that of the 
electoral law, of which the discussion was ad> 
journed ad hifinitum. Lafayette A lt it to be his 
duty to combat at the outset this proposition. 
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which might i^ompromise the future welfare of 
France, by prolonging the duration of the quali* 
ficatkin of 300 fhmcs for the electors^ and of 1000 
francs for the elected. this chaos of contra- 
dictions, he mounted the tribune. 

** Gentlemen,” said he, “ the discussion which 
has been carried on in this chamber up to the 
present moment, refers principally to personal 
questions regarding ministers ; I and my friends 
would have preferred entering into explanations 
upon subjects more national : I might, indeed, 
claim the right of speaking as upon a personal 
matter, with reference to the motto presented by 
the Hotel de Ville — a popular throne surrounded 
by repubUcan institutions ; but I will not avail my- 
self of it. — ( Speak, speak ! ) 

“ I thank the Chamber for its indulgence, and 
that I may not abuse it, I will restrict myself to 
remarking hastily, with reference to the discourse 
delivered last night in this tribune, that our mis- 
sion was not double, as the orator said, but single, 
because liberty and public order are one and the 
same thing ; and if the formula of our motto ap- 
pears to him the illusion of some generous minds, 
France will not be sorry to know, that amongst 
these generous spirits who have positively, and in 
proper terms aqi^pted it, is the citizen king 
whom we placed on the popular throne, before 

VOL. 1 1. 1* 
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surrounded it with republican institu- 

tions. 

“ Gentlemen, these definitions of republican 
monarchy, arc somewhat vague ; I prefer the dis- 
tinction of national government, or its exception, 
established by my respected friend, M. de Tracy, 
in his admirable commentary on Montesquieu, 
translated by the illustrious Jefferson, and become 
a standard work in the United States. 

“ A constitutional monarchy might be really 
more rc])ublican than even the republics of Rome, 
Athens, and Sparta, and more recently those of 
Genoa, and Venice : and for example, it is a re- 
publican institution to have a whole people armed 
as National Guards, and appointing their own 
officers ; it is also a republican institution to have 
the admission of the principle of national sove- 
reingty applied, not only to ourselves, but to the 
defence, against foreign interference of other na- 
tions, who wish to recover the same rights; a 
principle, acknowledged and declared by our 
government, a principle necessary to our preser- 
vation, and to which the Minister for Foreign Af- 
fairs would, if he were here, once more give his 
assent. 

Finally, gentlemen, it is a republican institu- 
tion, to have the throne iteelf , founded by the 
sovereign nation, and the choice of the prince 
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placed on the ^lone determined, not certainly by 
motives of quasi-legitimacy, or of q^i^i-restora- 
tion, (considerations of this kind were only ob- 
stacles to the national choice) but because he af- 
forded precious proofs of a patriot of 1719, of a 
tri-colour soldier, and the guarantee of his do- 
mestic virtues. 

“ But permit me to say it was not a republican 
institution to refuse the Commons the privilege of 
electing their magistrates, as is done, not only in 
America and England, but in many parts of Ger- 
many, and even in Spain ; and certainly the 
mention of these despotic and aristocratic coun- 
tries may allay the fears of the most timorous 
minds. Neither is it a ];epiiblican institution to 
exclude *two thirds of the citizens in denomina- 
tion of municipal councils ; this is an aristocratic 
institution, gentlemen, for there are other aris- 
tocracies beside that of nobility, and I designate 
thus every privilege given to the few against the 
many, when the same rights can be exercised by 
the many without the least inconvenience to public 
order. 

“ Gentlemen, I will not make any professions 
of hatred to anarchy ; many years of my life 
passed as a national guard, and in proscription, 
attest this facU 1 will, however, say, that the 
revolution of 1830, being distinguished, above all 

p 2 



212 


MEMOIRS OF 


others, not only from having* ineen the electric 
signal for European generation, but also from 
having appeared pure from all excess, and adorned 
with generous sentiments, — I experience on this 
account a susceptibility of patriotic pride, which 
alarms or afflicts me more than if my o^ honour 
were concerned, when I observe anythu:^ which 
is likely to detract from the purity, the generosity, 
which characterised our great week. 

“ It has been truly said that Paris, like the 
the other capitals of Europe, contains a host of 
persons without honesty or principle, and cor- 
rupted by vicious or criminal habits ; as there are 
also, under anotlier guise, intriguers of all de- 
scriptions, and courtiers of all kinds. But besides 
this refuse of society, and in my opinion above 
alt the other classes whose patriotism and disin- 
terestedness I have had the opportunity of ob- 
serving, there is a noble and numerous population, 
which effected the revolution of 1830: it is now 
in the ranks of the national guard, and in that 
portion of the labouring class which does not form 
part of that force. 

In vain is it attempted to disturb the union ; 
the national guard is the people, the people is our- 
selves : it is impossible to divide what has been 
cemented together by the bloods of 6,000 citizens. 
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under the tri«cd|9ttred flag of liberty and public 
order. 

We hear much, gentlemen, of moderation and 
^ejuste-mUieu. I, myself, have friends, who are 
not only impregnated, but furious with modera- 
tion. Wbi^are we to understand by these words? 
Is that hibderation, which consists in maintaining 
the centre between two variable points ? which, 
when it is said that four and four make eight, and 
an extravagant person pretends that they make 
ten, believes that it is more reasonable to maintain 
that four and four make nine. 1 cannot be as- 
tonished that there were men in the execrable 
reign of terror, who, when fifty innocent people 
were assassinated each day, and all persons are 
innocent who are arbitrarily condemned, thought 
themselves moderate when they said it was ne- 
cessary only to murder a few. 

“ Gentlemen, true moderation consists in dis- 
covering what is true and just, and firmly abiding 
by it. And as to this juxte-mi/ieu, gentlemen, it 
is only two years since it smiled disdainfully in 
this tribune, at the idea of the sovereignty of the 
French people, and of a whole people formed into 
armed national guards, and appointing their offi- 
cers. All this now exists ; but I beg pardon for 
saying so to tbi.^Juste-miUeu, which does not like 
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changes ; the moment is not far distant when it 
will be necessary to place itself more in advance 
in the career of national institutions. 

“ Gentlemen, it is in the power of this nation 
itself, it is in the patriotism of its true friends, that 
a free government ought to look for its own power, 
and the means of maintaining public order. Look 
at what happened in 1792. The dynasty now on 
the throne had been defended by us from 1789 
against ambitious and disorganizing factions. It . 
mistrusted its natural defenders ; it even endea- 
voured, by underhand raeaita, to diminish their 
popularity. True, it had recourse to them, and 
almost to them alone, at the last moment of dan- 
ger ; but it was too late. 

“ We afterwards beheld a powerful genius se- 
parate himself from the cause of the people. Un- 
der the shelter of his glory he destroyed the 
liberty of the press, individual, and civil and poli- 
tical liberty ; he remodelled an aristocracy of no- 
bility, and he deprived the Commons of their 
rights of election. The hour of danger for him 
and for France arrived ; but the population which 
in 1792 rushed to the frontiers, having since been 
deprived of their vital privileges, now in turn re- 
tired, and in spite of the efforts of the greatest 
captain and the most admirable army which ever 
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existed, Napoleoa lost even the natural frontiers 
which had been conquered by the republican ar- 
mies in the first year of the revolution. 

“ Before I sit down I will say one word on the 
great question which occupied all minds, namely, 
the approaching dissolution of the Chamber. We 
shall still, however, have an opportunity of dis- 
cussing this subject, for I cannot believe that 
when the government of the king has informed us 
that it is necessary to increase the number of elec- 
tors, when the commission appointed by you is of 
the same opinion, when its report is ready, 1 can- 
not believe, I say, under these circumstances, 
that any of my colleagues would wish to avoid 
this augmentation of electors ; I will never believe 
that any of us, when returned to his district, he 
should behold himself surrounded by neighbours 
and friends, destined by the new law to become 
electors, would have sufficient humility to say to 
them, ‘ I feared that you would not select me, 
and consequently I wish to prevent you from par- 
ticipating in the electoral vote.’ 

“ No, my respect for the Chamber, and for 
each of you, my dear colleagues, will not permit 
me to think that you would be capable of such an 
act, not only of humility, but of want of patriot- 
ism, as would prevent a portion of our fellow-citi- 
zens from exercising the right of election already 
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recognised by the government and your commis- 
sion, and which would interrupt the expression of 
the opinion of a greater number of Frenchmen. 
It would be indecorous ; it is impossible ; and I 
demand that the report of your commission shall 
be made to-morrow.” 

Being pressed by the opposition, the ministry 
determined on the 22d of February, to offer some 
tardy explanations respecting the affairs of Bel- 
gium. These explanations referred only to acts 
which were completed, with respect to which 
every thing was known. To this discussion, how- 
ever, we are indebted for the admission of a very 
curious fact, considered with reference to the 
circumstances in which France was placed : the 
Chamber learnt from the mouth of a minister 
himself, that up to the moment the congress had 
decided on the exclusion of the house of Nassau, 
French diplomacy had exerted itself to establish 
what, it did not fear to call, the rights of the 
Prince of Orange. Edifying solicitude on the 
part of a monarchy which was erected on the 
bloody ruins of a second restoration ! This pro- 
mised well. 

Lafayette availed himself of this circumstance, 
to request the ministry to explain to the Chamber 
why the cabinets which had recog;nized the fact of 
the separation of the two states founded in the 
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kingdom of the Netherlands, should obstinately 
consider Russia and Poland as forming one poli- 
tical and indivisable state; why the Italian pa- 
triots were detained in Austrian prisons why, 
finally, Prussia and Austria had impudently inter- 
fered in the affairs of Poland. To none of which 
questions, the ministers thought proper to reply. 
Finally. Lafayette, in explaining the real character 
of the late movements in the capital, furnished 
the world with a new proof of the inflexibility of 
the principles of public order and religious tolera- 
tion which have invariably characterized the fifty- 
six years of his political career. 

“ Permit me,” said he, “ to avail myself of this 
opportunity to refer to a painful subject which 
requires to be explained to foreign countries 
as well as to France. The disturbances which 
have latterly occurred, have been deplored 
by us all. The manifestation of public feeling 
on the subject of an insane enterprise, has 
proved once more, that no person, either amongst 
depredators or defenders desires the establish- 
ment of the late regime, but at the same time, 
some excesses took place which were grievous to 
the friends of liberty, and which unfortunately 
assumed an irreligious character, which might 
cause it to be believed in France and out of 
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France^ that the popular seutiment is opposed to 
the liberty of worship, which is so sacred a prin- 
ciple, that not even a whole nation is not entitled 
to deprive a single individual of it. 

“ There was a time, 1 do not speak merely of 
the reign of terror, but under the constitutional 
regime, when the worship styled non-j’. r<ng was 
quite unpopular. There was, perhaps, some merit 
in defending it ; popularity, the most precious 
of all treasures, ought, however, like all other 
riches, to be expended for the advantages of the 
public or the discharge of obligations. 

“ Now civilization is, I hope, too far advanced 
to allow intolerance to be a national sentiment : 
and for example, the mixture of signs recalling 
counter-revolutionary ideas, has been confounded 
momentarily with the true signs of catholic wor- 
ship ; but who could have any objection to these 
signs being replaced on these buildings which are 
consecrated to this worship ? The question here 
is, not what are the articles of the concordat, but 
what is liberty and what is not. Doubtless, we 
have had, although there are many exceptions, 
cause to reproach our clergy, but do not let us 
inspire with a false idea of ourselves, the people 
and cleigy, who, in Belgium and Poland have 
offered proof of their patriotism. 
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“ Gentlemen, 1 will conclude by repeating that 
which has already been expressed by many 
speakers, that notwithstanding differences of opi- 
nion and disputes of parties, ever the adver- 
saries of oui liberty rod independence, we will 
all unite, ^r.. all 1 like to make no distinction, to 
defend those blessings!'* 
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CHAPTER III. 

Parliamentpiy conduct of Lafayette in die discussion respecting 
the Electoral Law — Indecision of the Majority. — ^Appoint- 
ment of the Ministry of the Thirteenth of March. — Its Sys- 
tem.— Complete abandonment of the Principle of Non-Inter- 
ference. Lafayette's efforts in favour of that principle. — 
National Associations for tiie perpetual expulsion of the 
Eldest Branch of the Bourbons, and the Defence of the 
Territory. — Displeasure of the Government at these Assoda- 
tions. — They are defended by Lafayette. — First consequences 
of the abandonment of the Principle of Non-Interference. 

Lafayette, who, as we have already seen, 
had, in his communications with the court and 
ministry, declared himself decidedly in favour of 
the greatest possible reduction of the amount of 
the electoral cpialification, and of the total sup- 
pression of the representatives’ test of eligibility, 
opposed in the Chamber the proposition of the 
commission which fixed the first at 240 francs, 
and the second at 760 francs. “ Gentlemen,” 
said he, ** my opinions on the electoral right have 
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been so often expressed in this tribune, that I do 
not intend to repeat them on this occasion. The 
right of election does not come from above, it 
belongs to all citizens, and the only ground of 
exception should be in capacity to exercise it. — 
The question we have now to consider is, which 
of the two rates shall be established, that of 200* 
francs, or that of 240 francs. We have heard an 
eloquent speech (laughter, this was an allusion to 
M. Jar’s address,) and yet amongst all the flowers 
which he presented us with there is%nly this 
fruit, namely, the maintenance of the cypher of 
Louis XVIII. and of the granted charter. Gen- 
tlemen, I do not need, like the first speaker, to 
return home in order to ascertain whether my 
neighbours and friends, who pay only 200 francs, 
are capable of choosing a Deputy. I am certain 
that not only they, but a mass of citizens who pay 
much less are as capable as wc are of making a 
good choice. At present, in the alternative which 
has oflered us between the rate of 240 francs and 
that of 200 francs, I will vote for the amendment, 
if it were only in order to get rid of the unlucky 
cypher of Louis XVIIl. ; but I confess I feel my- 
self placed in an embarrassed situation at having 
it in my power to vote only for so high a qualifica- 
tion as that of 200 francs.” 

The Chamber decided on that amount notwith- 


* The amendment of M. de Sade. 
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Standing the opposition of the members of the 
centre ; so true it was, as M. Lafitte observed, that 
the majority was yet variable andunjixahle. It might, 
however, have been said that that majority at least 
comprehended the necessity of extending, in a 
just proportion, a right which had been scanda- 
lously restricted by the'charter of 1814, but when 
the proposed additions came to be considered, the 
Chamber excluded from the electoral colleges 
physicians, advocates, licentiates, notaries, &c., 
and it vrtSs only by ten or twelve votes that the 
electoral right of members of the Institute, and of 
old soldiers, possessing a pension of 1 ,200 francs, 
was recognised. 

It is but just to remark here, that one minister 
and one only dared to vote ostensibly, in the most 
liberal sense, upon all the propositions under dis- 
cussion — this was M. Lafitte. 

When in the sitting of the 7th of Slarcb, the 
Chamber discussed the conditions of eligibility, 
Lafayette supported the abolition of all qualifica- 
tion for the honour of the national reason, but 
without any hope of having his opinions adopted 
by an assembly composed of the advocates and 
possessors of high qualifications and the double 
vote ; and, in fact, all that the opposition could 
obtain was the reduction of the qualification to 
600 fintncs. 

The ministry of the 3d of Nov. now retired 
before the men of the 13th of March. The decla- 
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ration of faith, and the explanation of tlie system 
of the new Cabinet were anxiously expected. — 
Hopes were entertained that it would base its 
policy on some new and positive grounds; aU 
though the despotic tendency of the new President 
of the Council was well understood, the known 
firmness of his character* inspired. hopes that he 
would liberate himself from the contradictions, 
the uncertainties, and the ii congruous doctrines 
on which the destinies had turned during nine 
mouths. 

The new ministry announced itself as the conti> 
nuation of the preceding Cabinet, and as not 
wishing to differ from it, except by shewing 
greater severity to French patriots, and by a more 
complete abandonment of the principle of non-in- 
tervention, which protected foreign patriots. In 
a word, M. P^rier resumed the task of M. Guizot 
at the t^i^y point when that minister had aban- 
doned it four months previously ; and if in order 
to strike the imaginations of the people, the 
expos6 of these principles was immediately fol- 
lowed by a project of law against tumults — a pro- 
ject filled with menaces and blood. 

In this same sitting, M. Sebastiani abjured 
the principle of non-interference, which, during 
six months, he had undertaken to proclaim and 
support. He coolly announced that France had 
failed to fulfil the engagements, entered into in 
her name, in the face of the world ; that she would 
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allbw all her' Bilies to perish without assistance; 
and that she would not defend herself except 
when her territory should be invaded. ..Such was 
the spirit of this manifesto, in which it was lite<^ 
rally stated that France had never understood 
that the disavowal of the principle of non-inter- 
ference shou^jhecome for her a casus belli; and 
that between rK consenting and making tear, there 
was a great difference. In short, there no longer 
existed a principle of non-intervention of any 
kind ; and if |il. Sebastiani continued to speak of 
it under M. P^rier, it was only because he had 
spoken of it under M. Lafitte. 

Lafayette was deeply sensible of the national 
shame which would ahtach to siich language. 

He vindicated and supported the honour of 
France, and — thanks to the noble speech which 
he delivered on this occasion* — his felle^jv-citizens 
were relieved from the truly odious imji^tion. 

The course which the government- had pursued 
during three months, and the notoriously retro- 
grade choice of the ministry of the 13th of March, 
proved to patriots the existence of an anti-national 
league. A gre^t and imminent danger revealed 
itself to all eyes by symptoms ivhich it was impos- 
sible to misunderstand. The declaration of the 
ministry that the government would wage only a 
defensive war on the French soil, without the 


* See Chapters xii. and xiv., vol. i. 
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assistonce of the masses; the parsimony with 
which the Cabinet and the Chambers sold to the 
people the^ exercise of the rights which they had 
j)urchased with their blood ; the baseness with 
which power crouched under the protocols, and 
exhausted itself in meannesses, in order to avert 
the displeasure of foreign cabinetqgjji^he shameful 
transformations which the principle of non-inter- 
vention every day underwent; the intrigues of 
London, and the keeping in the first post of 
French diplomacy a man whom the^ country con- 
sidered as an incarnate treason ; the proposition 
for disarming, brought forward by the president 
of the council, as a guarantee of peace, which 
our friends exacted from us, and to which an 
imprudent wish to yield was expressed ; the pre- 
sence of a parliamentary majority, which com- 
prised 122- votes avowedly devoted to the order 
of thingftr which was overthrown in July; the 
first symptoms of a counter-revolutionary war 
breaking forth in La Vendee and the south of 
France ; the repugnance of the government to 
suppress these attempts with promptitude and 
energy ; the insolent parade of regret and affec- 
tion which the Carliit deputies dared to make in 
the Chamber, upon M. Baude's proposition, 
tending to the exclusion of the eldest branch of 
the Bourbons ; finally, the recollection of 1§I15, 
and of the cause of the revolution lost in a battle ; 
— all these things impressed the patriots with a 

VOL. ir. a 
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sentiment of the immense peril which it wm 
their duty to avert by measures calculated to 
counteract the negligence or treason of the men 
in power. 

Hence arose the idea of a vast national coalition. 
The patriots of the department of the Moselle*— 
the advanced guard of liberty, who saw no means 
of defence amongst themselves but three or four 
thousand soldiers, in prteence of seventy-five 
thousand Prussians in kchhlm from Goblentz to 
the frontier-— were the first to form an association 
to secure the independence of the country, and 
the perpetual expulsion of the eldest branch of 
the Bourbons. The members of this association 
pledged themselves, by their lives and honour, to 
oppose foreigners and the Bourbons by every 
sacrifice, personal and pecuniary, and never to 
treat with them, whatever extremity the country 
might be reduced to. 

The conduct of the citizens of Moselle elec- 
trified almost the whole of France ; sixty-two de- 
partments ||)llowcd their example. The lists of 
associations were filled with the names of depu- 
ties, military then, magistrates, and the most con- 
siderable Arsons in all classes of society. But 
government (far from seeing in this powerful 
coalition an auxiliary of great efficacy, boasting 
the;;^nction of the Charter, whose 66th Article 
confided the defence of our institutions to the 
patriotism of all citizens) considered it but as an 
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assemblage of conspirators, instigated by a sinis* 
ter desire to reverse that government, of which it 
nevertheless adopted the principles as its veil. 

These associations were, besides, an immense 
cause of alarm for foreign diplomatists,* who saw 
no means of transacting with the nation, as they 
had hoped to do with the government, after a 
match lost on the field of battle. They recol- 
lected the fury of the doctrinaires, the circulars 
from all the ministers to their subordinates, the 
violence with which the President of the Council 
demanded why there existed citizens who had 
the audacity to coalesce against the government. 
They remembered, also, the attacks to which the 
members of the Chamber of Deputies (who had 
signed the associations) were subjected, during 

* A few days after this discusrion a minister said to one of 
the subotdiiiBtes, whom he wished to detach from the national 
association—" You know not what harm you are doing ; we 
have regained the good graces of powerful fereign ambassa- 
dors. The ministerial revolution of the 13th of Jdarch has 
almost satisfied them ; they consent to let us deb^, at home, 
with our principle of national soverdgntj|^ and. ^e may call 
ourselves strong enough to guarantee them m ^y species of 
security, on our part, in the little severities they may judge 
useful with regard to such people as arc tormented by a revo- 
lutionary spiric This is wlwt your associations will again 
throw into confusion. The ambassadors will not hear of them ; 
they tell us that we cannot be a strong government, wl^ we 
support such associations, and till there is an established go- 
vernment in France, they cannot promise us peace. 

q2 
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the sitting of March 29th on the subject of the 
law on the people. 

** These deputies,” they said, ‘*did not confine 
themselves to regaining the franchise of the 
people, they went farther ; they entered into an 
actual conspiracy, whose aim was to overthrow, 
not only the throne, but liberty. Such was the 
act of the maA they would fain introduce into 
public affairs. It was the 14th Article, which, 
under another form, and in other terms, again 
threatened the fall of liberty.” - 

Lafayette took on himself to do justice to these 
sophisticated inquietudes, and to replace the 
question on its rightful footing. 

'* Gentlemen,” said the honorable general, “the 
discourse which you are about to hear, obliges me 
to mount the tribunal. They have qualified, as a 
conspiracy, the association against the return of 
of Charles X. and foreign invasion. Already I 
have ran over this octave of ministerial circulars ; 
which, rising gradually to the highest note, has, 
for its avhwed end, vigorously to devour the past, 
and intina^'^.thc future subscribers to that asso- 
ciation. 

“ I do n&t recognize the right of giving others 
such rude lessons in liberty, public order, devo- 
tion to their country, perseverance in their poli- 
tid^ipclpciples, engagements and affections ; but 


Snch was the opinion of M. Pataille. 
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1 think 1 have a right, at the end of my career, 
to receive such privilege from no person.* 

** I am astonished that government, instead of 
thanking this fresh testimony of patriotism, and 
love of order, instead of even associating with it, 
suspects it of evil intentions ; establishes a sepa- 
ration between the public functionaries and the 
niass of the people •, while the functionaries 
themselves are composed of two parties; the 
adherents of the last regime which they have 
preserved, and the men of July, who hardly 
comprehend how the depositaries of actual ]>ower 
can arm themselves, with sufficient strength, 
against an association, the very simple and very 
constitutional aim of which is, to my knowledge, 
that of opposing the return of the cider Bourbon 
branch, and the invasion of foreigners. Can it 
be that government is piqued into suspicion and 
mistrust, not of the association’s motives, but of 
its foresight and energy ? Has then, Gentle- 
men, our diplomacy been so proud, so grand, so 
influential, as not to conceive the id^a 0f saying 
once more to ministers — ‘ Fear no>0ip^ we will 
support you with all our means,' sill our 
power?’ 

‘ And what can we do,’ they say, ‘ for Po- 
land ?’ 

You may at least declare, were it only, the 

* Alluding to some expretsions by M. C. Perier. 
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name of the Congress of Vienna, worse cannot 
be 'said — than that Poland forms an independent 
nation, with right to a constitution, which has 
been unworthily violated. It has been said here, 
that Poland is destined to destruction. No, Gen- 
tlemen, she has not perished, she will live, I hope, 
as an eternal monument of heroic courage, and 
of what devotion to independence and to one’s 
country can effect. 

•• As to Italy, Gentlemen, I have had, since 
yesterday, but to congratulate the government on 
feeling the necessity of opposing an Austrian in- 
vasion, and of taking steps conformable with our 
dignity and our promises.” 

At these words the President of the Coun- 
cil, rising with vivacity, demanded what were 
those promises. “The king,” said M. P^rier, 
“ has promised nothing, but to France ; and 
France requires from the king no more than he 
has promised. The pledges of internal policy 
arc in the constitution. If you speak of affairs 
clsewli^— there are no promises, save in our 
treaties.” 

“ In replying to M. le President,” resumed 
Lafayette, “I shall abstain from entering here 
into particular details, still more from confidential 
ones.”* 

“v^ut I may be permitted to remind you that. 

Alluding to the subsidies furnished by Louis Philippe, 
for the interests of Christianity. Sec Chapter XIV. Vol. I 
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thr^ times, to this court, have I given a definition 
of our system of non-interference ; which has not 
been disputed by the ministers, who were all pre- 
sent at those sittings. 

“ It may be permitted me to recall the profes- 
sions made by ministers themselves, and above all 
by those for foreign affairs, especially since it is 
agreed on to inform Austria that wc will never 
consent to her interference with the insurgent 
states of Italy ; but to day the minister is doubt- 
less inclined to support this declaration ; and, as 
he requires so much money for the purpose, we 
have room to expect great things at his hands. 

** Ah Gentlemen ! too' long have ambition and 
intrigue trampled on simplicity and fear ; let us 
unite to check this mutual defiance ; and to serve 
the independence, the honour of our country, and 
the principles of our revolution. 

The honourable gentleman 'who first voted has 
brought to mind what has passed since 1789 — the 
misfortunes which France has ha4 to deplore, 
and knew not how to prevent. Ge^|^l|f^en ! 
who knows this better than 1 ? Who, in o^osing 
those excesses, and coming hither to defend the 
constitutional throne, found myself so ill sup- 
ported by the crowd of all professing moderators, 
that I remained in an almost solitude, to which 
the history of the time gives evidence. ,}. say 
this not from a vain sentiment of self-love, nor to 
accuse any person, but because it is rendered 
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necessary for nay own justification. We learn, 
also, that, after this long succession of fruitless 
attempts, we have found, in the revolution of 
1830, the combination most favourable to our 
liberty, our situation, our security. Gentlemen ! 
it appears to me that my friends and myself have 
not been entirely hostile to the finding of this 
treasure. It had the assent not only of the 
Hotel de Ville, the Palais-Royal, and the Cham- 
ber, but that of almost the whole French people 
unanimously ; who, from all parts of the king- 
dom, in giving a full and complete adhesion to 
what we had done, impiinted on it the true cha- 
racter of that national sovereignty, which my 
honourable colleague is so anxious to behold. 

“And it is because we were not strangers to 
it. Gentlemen, that we have, as much as any, the 
right to give our advice on the principles and en- 
gagements of the new order of things ; for the 
support of which we ought to do all that depends 
on us. ’TiiKialso in this spirit that 1 have set my 
name on of an association, of which the 

patriotic iiflllRion may be misrepresented, but in 
which I declare boldl}', that I see nothing but 
what is useful and honourable.” 

From this moment a terrible responsibility be- 
gan to weigh on the Ministers who had compro- 
mise the honour, and, perhaps, the fall of France ; 
nothing was left but to sigh over the fall of the 
generous men who had seen, in the revolution of 
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July, the dawn of their own deliverance. New* 
bom royalty, in declaring that it would have 
peace at any price, that it had a horror of alt 
energetic demonstrations of national feeling, had 
deprived its own diplomatic actions of all cihcacy. 
What was there to hope from the timid uego* 
tiations of a Cabinet which protested, that even 
should those ne< 4 otiations fail, it would never ap* 
peal to the display of arms? Nothing could occur 
but w'hat the world foresaw — a contempt of the 
very powers it had solicited, and the malediction 
of the people whose rescue had been pretended. 

After the great struggle of 1814, in which vic- 
tory was declared against us, could France rest 
under a defeat followed by such disastrous trea- 
ties ? Such was, however, her attitude, till the 
revolution of July sounded the hour of waking; 
and indeed a war might well be risked to raise 
her from such piostratioii. But when a govern- 
ment, degenerated to second childhood, and for- 
getting the conditions by which all siitlif dynasties 
exist, opposes the principle of h<du4l^^rferenc 
ought we not, at least, to defend thw’j^nciple by 
force of arms ? Ought we to have nothing but 
despicable diplomatic notes as the necessary suc- 
cour of our allies ? And these Cabinets, against 
which the monarchy of July found no legitimate 
motive for war, have they ever, during thirty- 
eight years, wanted pretexts for declaring it 
against France ? 
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In 1830 tl|[|P«ould not, they said, treat with a 
government weak enough to countenance national 
associations. But can they forget that, to deny 
the revolution peace, they have quoted the furies 
of the Convention, the weakness of the Directory, 
and the vigour of the Consulate ? 

What then is to be done ? What more is needed 
to inspire our enemies with security ? Forty years 
of experience and counter-revolutionary coali- 
tions has deprived it of means. All other ar- 
rangements are but provisionary ; to reassure the 
absolute governments, who struggle against the 
liberty of France, she must retrograde to the old 
reghne, abase herself to their level, or be disgraced 
by the invasion of foreigners, or a third restora- 
tion. This was the struggle commenced forty 
years since, and which will last for ever. France, 
by her geographical position, her civilization, her 
climate, her manners, the irresistible empire of 
her talents, is destined to impress Europe with 
hc( geuius for liberty, or to quench it, in abject 
dependence op^ the old monarchies. Towards 
which of . these two fates is she drawn by the 
power which has governed her for these two 
years ? Events already speak plainly. 

Hear the anathema recently launched from the 
Tuileries on the rising freedom of Germany; 
study the last protocol of the Germanic Confedera- 
tion, and reflect ! Does not the French world draw 
near a fall, like that of the Grecian or the Roman 
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though the revolution of July the epoch 

of our triumph ? Alas, how have flown the days 
when the great people seemed called on to give 
all the freemen of Europe a precedent and ex> 
ample. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Prorogation of the Chamber. — Why prorogued^ and not dis- 
solved On the Speech from the Throne. — True State of 

things nine months after the Revolution of July.—* Fi^eed- 
ings of the Republicans. — Deposition of Lafayette. 

Tuk session of 1830 drew near its end. Forty 
thousand electors were about, by the most arbi- 
trary curtailment of their rights, to be sacrificed 
to the interests of the parliamentary aristocracy. 
Distrust and fear had mutilated the electoral body. 
Nothing' then longer appeared to oppose itself to 
that of the privileged men. The products of 
double votes, and ministerial frauds, were sub- 
mitted tp a re-elQction, which the exigencies of the 
times, and the vote of the country, loudly claimed. 
And, nevertheless, so inseparately linked was the 
existence of the minister of March 13th with the 
majority which had imposed him on the country, 
that he dared at first hazard no more than a pro- 
rogation. 

The aim of this half measure was easily seen. 
The minister hoped that in the interval between 
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the 21st of April and the 15th of- June, things 
might occur in Europe to justify the system of his 
majority, and realize the chimera of a general dis- 
arming, with which he had amused the country. 
Belgium divided or restored, Luxembourg given 
up to the Germanic Confederation, Italy again 
under the yoke, Poland crushed to ruin, the re- 
volution of July on the ebb within, and disarmed 
without, by the annihilation of its natural allies, 
the Cabinets could no longer have any motives for 
entertaining a military force disproportionate to 
their respective wants and resources. 

On the other side, if assembled in their depart- 
ments, the members of the majority perceived 
that they could depend no more on tlie sutfrages 
of their fellow-citizens, they would simply with- 
draw, at the expiratioh of the prorogation ; in the 
contrary case, they would again put themselves 
to the judgment of the country, which they might 
take care to pervert, before the reunion of the 
electoral colleges. 

Such were visibly the calculations of the minis- 
ter. The speech from the throne revealed this 
combination. The king dilated at full on the 
pretended services which the Chamber of 1828 
was about to render the country, on the risks 
which had been incurred during the last eight 
months, on the victories which had been gained 
against the spirit of anarchy ; but Louis Philippe 
said not a word on the state of the struggle be- 
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twees Poland and Russia, nor on the presence of 
the Austrians in Italy, nor on the Belgic question. 
The revolutionary monarch, the monarch of a day, 
deigned but repeat this hacknied formula. 

We receive, from all quarters, the best assu- 
rances of pacific dispositions in all the existing 
powers.” 

It may be then averred that the efforts of the 
throne tended above all things towards entering 
into a communion with the Holy Alliance. < 

What was meanwhile the true state of <things 
nine months after the people had, at the price of 
their blood, formed a monarchy and believed that 
that they had accomplished a revolution? It 
behoves us here to set the facts before our reader, 
and to explain the precise situation of affairs at 
the moment when the prorogation was pro- 
nounced. 

Nine months, I repeat, had rolled by, since tiie 
king of July had sworn to consecrate his whole 
life to the triumph of the revolution, to protect the 
developmemits ofiliberty, and to watch with jealous 
care, the maintainance of national honour. 

Weill thletories and opinions apart, what had 
occurred in that short space of time ? 

In the interior, Lafayette deprived of his com- 
mand; the honest Dupont de I'Eure steeped in 
disgust, and reduced to desert the council ; the 
first magistracy of the capital tom from the hands 
of a true patriot and, thrown into those of a prefect 
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of the empire. Of the laws promised by the 
charter some indefinitely deferred, others^vitiated 
by dispositions injuriously restrictive to liberty. 
Our electoral law of the same sort ; though the 
quota of contributions remained almost the only 
base of the electoral capacity. The increase of 
taxes left no room for the extension of rights. An 
association furiously persecuted, though fomied 
for the expulsion of a family which had covered 
France with wounds and chains. An edict against 
the national guard, marked by the most incon- 
ceivable mistrust in the loyality of the citizens ; 
public functionarigs, ofiScers the most devoted to 
the order of thingfs, which they had cemented with 
their blood, thrust aside, and replaced by the 
satellites of all past regimes. 

In the foreign bureau none but men who had 
represented the fallen government were accredited 
by powerful foreigners ; the principle of the non- 
interference, not long since proclaimed against 
with pompous assurance, openly regenerated, or 
left to more perfidious interpretations'^ A people 
who were thrown between France and ftie most 
powerful of her enemies — the PoHah people — 
basely sacrificed, without a single act of good will, 
a single token of interest, not even a courier.* The 

* It will be remembered that, in a report presented to the 
Diet of Poland^ the minister for foreign affairs complained that 
he had not received one mark of Interest in the cause of Poland 
from the French government, aof even a courier. 
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States pf Italy, which government had driven to 
an instSirrection, ^given over under our eyes to 
foreign occupati^, to pillage, confiscation, and 
the vengeance of contemptible despots. Belgium 
repulsed, insulted by our government, and obliged 
to throw herself on the arms of England — in a 
word thb principles and interests of the July re- 
volution maltreated and betrayed at all j hands. 
Such were the events both at home and abroad, 
brought about by the policy of the reigi^ at 
a moment when prorogation precluded the defij* 
nitive dissolution of the Chamber of 1 828. 

Never did graver questions to resolve, -greater 
perils to disperse, call on the solicitude of tbe 
electors. The safety of the nountry compromised, 
its liberties trampled under foot, its honour tar- 
nished, its independence menaced, all was aban- 
doned to their patriotism. 

France saw the abyss half open beneath her feet. 
It was now essential to divert these fears by 
greater fears still. It was necessary, by force of 
calumny agjiinst the national party, and cleverly 
propogated terrors, to suspend the confidence of 
electors, disperse all pure minded and energetic 
men, and elect the enemies to the revolution of 
July, the partisans of the Restoration. 

Then appeared the two formidable plots which 
the police simultaneously discovered. One, for 
QBplacing on the throne the perjured prince who 
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had been hurled from it in July ; another for re< 
storing citizen monarchy, and ^iprecting ft on the 
wreck a republic, fashioned aft§f that of 1793. 

The minister had proofs of both ; above all he 
held in his hands the statutes of the republic. 
The members of a new committee for public safety 
were known and arrested. 

Meanwhile the day of judgement arrived. The 
Carlist conspiracy resolved itself into a few ex- 
travagancies acted by a valet de chambre, and an 
advocate, almost unknown, even to the tribunal 
of thte corrective police; both were condemned 
for not confessing a plot, of which the existence 
was unproved, and the authors uuknown. 

Then came the gfeat republican conspiracy, 
announced with much parade, to throw dismay 
into the departments. 

It was no longer a domestic, and an obscure 
advocate who had woven a net for the king of the 
barricades ; it was a knot of generous youths, who 
all bravely contributed to overthrow the throne of 
Charles X., and consequently to estal^sK that, in 
the name of which they were required to lose their 
heads. 

It was on the 9th of April, 1831, that monarchy 
demanded the heads of twenty combatants of 
July! 

The Restoration had never imagined anything 
more scandalous, absurd, or imprudent than this 

VOL II. R 
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process. The innocence of the accused was shewn 
by their own explanations ; but under the infiu* 
ence of these strange debates, 4he authors of the 
scheme required some bug-bear to alarm the 
country, and not having due time for erecting 
their machine upon provocations, had collected 
from the dirt the common-place books of a three 
days riot and demanded twenty executions from 
the consciences of the juries. They were refused ; 
but the imprudent government had created a 
tribunal for the promised victims. 

“ Yes, we arc republicans,” they said, and this 
opinion they discussed, established, demonstrated 
with a talent and a courage which afflicted even 
those who had not yet despaired of the royalty of 
July. 

Lafayette had been cited as a witness, at the 
request of the accused. .At his entry into the hall 
of assize, the arraigned, the bar, the jury, and the 
audience all rose and saluted the noble general. 
His aim was to prove that a denunciation, made 
to the staff, of a Napoleon conspiracy, having for 
its end the seizure of pieces of artillery from the 
national guard, alone had caused the defensive 
measures which some companies had thought fit 
to adopt. The General established that such was 
the fact ; and he paid a solemn homage to the 

S triotism of the brave citizen artillery, against 
^tm was exerted all tho bate of power. When 
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I^fayette retired, the accused, the jury, and the 
public again rose and powed. 

My readers kncHfr the results of this process, 
from which power grained only the odium of having 
sought to erect scaffolds. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Lafayette, after the dissolution of the Chamber. — Importance 
of the re-elections. — Letter of Lafayette to the Electors of 
the Arrondissement de Meaux. — The effect produced by 
this Letter. — Discontent of the Court. 


The dissolution of the Chamber speedily fol- 
lowed the prorogation. The destiniett of the 
country were once more to be shaken in the elec- 
toral urn. The legislature which had just termi- 
nated, had left undecided questions of the highest 
importance to the social and political existence of 
France. The responsibility of members and of 
their agents, the constitution of the peerage, the 
financial system, the establishment of organic 
laws, always promised, and ahvays evaded, the 
safety of the country, its honour, its independence; 
in fact, the life or death of the Revolution of 1830, 
depended on the exercise, more or less intelligent, 
more or less manly, which the electors were about 
|b make of their political rights. 

The trial must prove decisive. The popular 
party triumphed in the colleges: revolution re- 
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entered into their views : the King presented 
himself afresh to tlie nation and to Europe. 

Strong in the interests, the sympathies, and the 
confidence of the then who had borne him on 
their shields in the days of July, liberty had now 
some guarantees ; subjects of complaint vanished ; 
our politics again became national and proud ; and 
whether by peace or by war, the- revolution was 
restored to the purity of its principles, and the 
nation to its legitimate influence in the aflairs of 
Europe. No one then in France had a right to 
refuse his concurrence to a government under 
which all the developments compatible with a 
state of civilization and the existence of a really 
citizen monarchy, were assured to the liberties of 
the public. 

If, on the contrary, the majority which had 
drawn the government into so many faults, re- 
appeared in the Chamber as the expressors of the 
national will, it was evident that the insolence of 
the two parties of defection would increase ; that 
their hatred against the men and the doctrines of 
July, would revive ; and that these parties, drawn 
together by common interest, would drive royalty 
farther and farther from the principles on which 
it was founded. All our rights, suppressed but 
not banished, would arise as new born, at last, 
amid the convulsions of an intestine and foreign 
war. 

To avoid these deplorable results, it was im> 
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portant that the^lectors should form a just idea 
of the difficult mission which they were about to 
confide to their representatives; and that they 
might know, by the exposure of what had nofbeen 
done, how much there still remained to do. 

In this state of things, Lafayette, on whom 
nothing certainly called for a declaration of prin- 
ciple, made it his duty to render an aceount to his 
constituents, not only of the motives for his votes 
in all the great legislative questions which had 
occupied the session, but also of the thoughts and 
the hopes which had presided over his political 
conduct in the memorable events of July. In 
obedience to this custom, so conformant with the 
nature of a constitutional government, Lafayette 
rendered his country a still more important ser- 
vice ; he still more thoroughly dissipated the ob- 
scurity which power is fond of spreading over its 
primitive condition and existence; besides set- 
ting his colleagues an example which, followed by 
many among them, produced those numerous 
necessities for voting against an hereditary peer- 
age, which were imposed on the newly-elected, 
by almost the whole of the Colleges. 

This document merits preservation for history, 
not only as a model of freedom and of propriety, 
but still more, as affording the most luminous 
point of view from which, at this epoch, one can 
look on the events of July. It is, above all, a 
{lerfect basis from which to appreciate the formal 
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engagements which popular royalty then under- 
took. 

This is why I consign, verbatim^ to these pages, 
the letters addressed by Lafayette to the Electors 
of Meaux. 


“ Lagrange, 13th July, 1831. 

“ My DEAR Constituents, 

“At a moment when, ceasing to be your 
Deputy, I again become candidate for an arron- 
dissemcnt, whose goodness to me was ever, like 
its patriotism, independent of time and of in- 
trigues, I wish to offer you a few observations. 

“ Long charged by you to reclaim the national 
guard of 1791, the censorship of the press, the 
municipal and departmental elections, the abo- 
lition of double votes, 1 have won from the tri- 
bunal nothing beyond an indulgent smile, at the 
tri-coloured reveries of a veteran of July, 1789, 
still credulous of national sovereignty. Three 
days of July, 1830, have made these reveries the 
enforced doctrines of all the French, the sole basis 
of all powers. 

“ Glory to the noble and spontaneous popu- 
lation of the barricades ! 11 ow have their prodigies 
of courage and intelligence in the combat, of gene- 
rosity and disinterestedness after the victory, 
fixed them in my heart and mind, as the first rank 
of French society. 

“ Glory, also, to that general, and, in many 
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places, simultaneous rush, which associated all 
France with the Parisian insurrection. 

“ Glory to the National Guard, who, reviving 
in 1830, as they were created in 1789, rallying 
round the Gallic Cock, our well-beloved colours, 
our holy motto, have, by a great and recently 
repeated act, replied to the doctrines hostile to 
popular elections, and, outstripping our new 
institutions, have secured them an indestructible 
guarantee for liberty, order, and independence. 

“ And let me be permitted to add the gratitude 
of your old Deputy, for the place which public 
confidence deigns to afford him, in this grand and 
teeming movement towards the emancipation of 
Europe. 

“Not that I had ever figured among the pre- 
tenders to the title of preserver, but for the energy, 
the magnanimity of the people. In that alone can 
safety or honour be found. The best deeds done 
were done by all ; but, in disclosing my conduct 
to you, 1 cannot avoid speaking of myself. At 
the American era, when liliei(% %as founded no 
longer on the vague denominations of republic 
or monarchy, but on a conscientious inquiry 
into the rights essential to all men, and to all 
nations, it was iny fortune, on the 11th of July, 
1789, to be the first in Europe to proclaim that 
declaration of natural and social rights, the fruit of 
m^ past life, the gauge for my future, which, since 
I nave been invoked by, the oppressed of all parties. 
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became at once my manifesto and my ultimatum. 
I see beyond thU butsecondary combinaticn«,more 
or less perfect, but modifiable by circumstances, 
and the national will. 

“ Tis thus that, after having, as a republican 
soldier of 1776, served until 1789 (against various 
factions) the order founded by the sovereignty of 
the people, I sacrificed myself in 1792, in my too 
just foresight of a criminal anarchy, to the de- 
fence of a constitutional throne. Republicanism, 
which I had avowed at all times, and in all places, 
did not prevent, after my captivity as a coali- 
tionist, from prolonging my banishment, rather 
than accede to the violence of the anti-royalists, 
of the 18th Fructidor — and even as my constant 
devotion to public order created no illusion to 
make me, under this pretext, second the succes- 
sive usurpations of an ambitious consulate, so the 
6clat of imperial glory drew me not into the crowd 
of people and of kings, of warriors and of priests, 
of aristocrats, of moderators, and of jacobins, at 
all epochs slippii|'g;^*eir necks into the links of 
the same chain. 

** These sentiments I have professed and prac- 
ticed, under both restorations ; as in the interval 
of the hundred days ; and I deserved, that, after 
forty years absence, it should be solemnly de- 
clared to me, in the name of the United States, 
and from the heart of their National Congress, 
that each of my European actions had been Wor- 
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thy a disciple of the American school. Happy if 
from these reminiscences of more than half a cen- 
tury, I may claim some right to the actual atten> 
tion of my countrymen. When, 'forty-one years 
after 1789, the Hotel de Ville of Paris again became 
the head quarters of liberty, my first thought, in 
the midst of the revolutionary commotion, and 
our measures both for battle and for public order, 
was that the national will should be regularly con- 
sulted in the forms indicated by the constituent 
assembly. Such was not the view of a great por- 
tion among the representatives of eighty thousand 
electors, some already called together, others ar- 
riving with more or less speed, with all their po- 
pularity of the time, nor was it the view of the 
majority in public opinion, eager for security, and 
anxious to learn to what they should adhere. The 
words republic and Napoleon resounded about us. 
Truly it was not to me that the first of these de- 
nominations should recall the tyranny of 1793, 
which was no more republican, as 1 have often 
said, than the massacre of St. Bartholomew was 
religious ; not oven an aristocracy, ancient or mo- 
dern, adorned with the name of republic, could 
constitute one for me, who saw the republic al- 
most perfected in the declaration of rights, and 
found it as complete as beneficial, peaceful and 
plenteous, in the institutions of the United States. 
Buonapartism, on the contrary, brought to my 
mbmory the destruction of the electoral system in 
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all its branches, of the liberty of the press, and 
the legislative tribunal. The restoration of kttres 
de cachet, of the noblesse, titles and ribbands ; ad< 
ministrative centralization, in a word, the most 
skilful system of aristocracy and despotism. 

“ But, in observing the various impressions left 
in France by past visissitudes, as well as the ac- 
tual nature of circumstances around us and with 
us, it appeared to me .that the combination adopt- 
ed by my colleagues, by the Hotel de Ville, and 
the Parisian population, particularly their choice 
of the Duke of Orleans, a patriot of 1789, a soldier 
of 1793, remarkable for his citizen manners, and 
domestic virtues, gave the best chance for liberty 
and public order which we could possibly attain. 
There will be seen in this step no ambition on my 
side, no hereditary partisanship in his favour, but 
a conviction, prior to all other tics with him, and 
I may add, with a clear conscience, that this de- 
termination, as well as the choice proclaimed in 
the name of the people, was confirmed by the 
assent of an immense majority of our fellow- 
citizens. 

“ You will ask, my dear constituents, what was 
the programme of the Hotel de Ville, so often 
quoted by me, contested by others, and the ful- 
fillment of which it behoved me to claim. After 
the visit of the new Lieutenant General, (accom- 
panied by the deputies) to the Hotel dc Ville, I 
expected to find, in the popular authority and 
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confidence with which 1 was invested, the right 
and the duty to explain myself frankly, in the 
name of the people, to the proposed king. * You 
know,’ 1 said to him, ' that 1 am a republican, 
and that I look on the constitution of the United 
States as the most perfect that ever existed.’ 

“ ‘ I think as you do,’ replied the Duke of Or- 
leans ; it is impossible to have passed two years 
in America without being of this opinion ; but, do 
you believe, in the situation of France, and after 
the expression of general opinion, that it would 
become us to adopt it ?’ 

“ ‘ No,’ said I, ‘ that which is now required by 
the French is a popular throne, surrounded by 
republican institutions.’ 

“ ‘ That is just what I think,’ replied the prince. 
This mutual engagement, which men may appre- 
ciate as they please, but which I am obliged to 
publish, had the effect of rallying round us both 
those who had objected to any monarch, and those 
who desired one in every way contrasted to a 
Bourbon. 

“ To characterise, once more, the sense of my 
expressions, this was prior to the intervention of 
Louis Philippe, a republican measure, for the po- 
pular overthrow of despotic ordinances, of a 
granted charter, and a dynasty of divine right, and 
to substitute for them the patent principle, and 
the choice of a monarch, an undisguised act of 
the sovereignty of the French people. 
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“ This was a measure also to arn\ and to form 
into national guards all the citizens of France, in 
town and country, naming their officers them* 
selves. The latter articles of the law restraining 
the formation of provincial battalions, and the 
election of their leaders, having been justly re- 
garded as blots on that institution. 

“ I shall also call by this name, in our citizen 
monarchy, the censorship on the political press, 
the freedom promised to education, the abolition 
of the words ‘ religion of the state,’ the initiation 
into the laws given to the Chamber, some amelio- 
rations in the legislative and electoral forms, and 
the revision of the peerage ; for I am not one of 
those who say that we have gained nothing in the 
revolution of 1830. It 'is not so with the munici- 
pal law, which took from one half of those who 
might be taxed, the right to elect members of 
council, and gave the king nomination of maybrs 
and adjuncts, while more republican institutions 
were found, not only in other free countries, but 
even in some despotic monarchies. 

“ I will say as much of the electoral law, which, 
rejecting the greatest part of our intellectual 
capacities, or valuing them at a hundred francs, 
exacts a contribution of two hundred francs, to 
the exclusion of twenty-nine in thirty Frenchmen 
fulfilling the other conditions, and restraining their 
choice to the eligibility of five hundred francs ; 
while, without mentioning the illimitable suffrages 
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of the United States, aristocratic England, with 
an inferior population, can boast seven <nr eight 
times as many electors. The system of direct 
election is doubtless preferable to that of two 
degrees, but let them then admit all capable of 
exercising that right, as 1 have said every time 
that I have been reduced to vote for the least of 
the two members in deliberation. 

“As I never had the humility to believe that 
crime and violence were necessary to encourage 
French patriotism, or that all national valour was 
concentrated in the genius of that great captain 
whose day it had so gloriously and effectively 
preceded, neither can I think that, unless a French- 
man pays two hundred francs contribution, he 
cannot possess sufficient probity to refuse the sale 
of his vote, sufficient good sense to choose an 
honest representative. 

' ** But I should wish to find our programme in 
religious liberty — if it puts worship out of the 
civil state, and frees conscience from an intoler- 
ance at once credulous and sceptical ; in the free- 
dom of education— if, in giving the people that 
primary instruction which the country owes it, 
and the means of still better, it neither cramps 
nor extorts paternal education, and private esta- 
blishments ; in the liberty of the p^ess — ^if it be 
freed from the absolute shackles of printing, and 
taxes on newspapers ; in the responsibility of the 
agents of power — if they are given the means of 
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exerting it; on tbe departmental councils — if, 
elected by the universal mass of our citizens, they 
are allowed the regulation of all local interest ; in 
the economy of the budget — if it even partially 
satisfies my well known preference for cheap 
government — in the settlement of the civil list, if 
it is in unison, I do not .say with the 130,000 
francs of the President of the United States, but 
with the existence of a popular throne, and the 
domestic virtues of a citizen-king. I would re- 
cognise it, in fact, in the additional article to the 
new charter, if we owed to it the aboliiion of he- 
reditary peerage, and a second chamber, conform- 
able with the spirit of representative government. 
You will ask me, ray dear constituents, if we are 
always guided by the views of July ? I think not. 
After the formation of seventeen hundlred thousand 
national guards, and the happy issue of the crisis 
of December, I quitted my command ; with which 
Paris took part, (and which, had it been offered 
me separately, was not the less incompatible with 
the jealousies which provoked my resignation,) 
then, I say, there would have been a double satis- 
faction ; for besides the preservation of an equal 
confidence and affection with my brothers in arms, 
I think that if the maintenance of my situation 
could have c^eived the public, on the deviations 
of the impulse of July, I could no longer have 
reproached myself for its errors. But in entering 
on these views, you will sa^, can we consolidate 
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our work, our government, our liber^, our repose, 
and our honour ? I firmly believe k, and the ap> 
preaching elections will decide. 

“ No doubt there is no electoral indiscretion to 
assure us, beforehand, in our actual situation, of a 
candidate's opinion on that which was not ill de* 
signaled under the names of 7’emtatice and of 
actmi. I know not why we should intrench our- 
selves behind the insufficiency of our light on this 
constitutional and simple question. In a wofd, 
do you desire hereditary legislatures, and repre- 
sentatives who represent but themselves ? At the 
epoch when that royalty was overthrown, which 
has again revived, the opposition, then united, was 
deemed legitimate, and sacred ; on one side men 
who had wished, served, or prepared to serve, the 
Restoration ; those accustomed to a former, and 
still less liberal system, aristocrats of various kinds, 
some Orleanists, whose timid dreams rested on 
the summit of social life; all very respectable, 
doubtless, many of them my personal friends, but 
whose political bias accommodated itself better to 
the imperfections of a granted charter, than to the 
consequences of popular liberty, and whose de- 
sires, therefore, our revolution has more than ful- 
filled. 

“ On the other side, patriots hostile to the 
dy^sty imposed on them, impatieiu for liberty, 
sympathising with the people, nor believing that 
the blood of six thqpsand brave men was ade- 
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quately purc^ltsed by the success of ah imperfect 
restoration, tllh doctrines of which they jtrove to 
restore ; and seeking for public order, not in the 
prejudices, privileges, and weakness of the few, 
but in the satisfaction and support of the national 
mass. Between these two systems it is for the 
elector to choose. 

“ Certainly it is not I, the old and faithful 
defender, the devoted victim and recent soldier of 
the order founded on liberty — I, who, without 
distinction of pretexts cr parties, have at all times 
branded crime, combatted oppression, and never 
bent before popular injustice or violence — it is not 
I, who, if they pos.sess either memory or good 
sense, they can suspect as the enemy of that 
public order. 

“ It behoves me, then, as detesting anarchy, and 
deploring the disorders which have taken place, 
to rise against the party they would fain bring in, 
to render terrible the completion of that liberty, 
without which, on the contrary, public tranquil- 
lity, and the preservation of actual order will, in 
my opinion, be always and evidently in danger. 

Thus, without limiting the social existence of 
France to a political stock-jobbing, and a sum- 
mons to a liquidation at the month’s end, I set too 
much value q|i the welfare of our public fu^s, 
^not to have often regretted that their credit has 
suffered even from the exaggeration of these do- 
mestic alarms. 


VOl. II. 
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'* While lamenting their grievous effect on com- 
merce a|id general industry, which I think will 
not be ^-established by fliscouraging hope, re- 
straining liberty, and monopolizing the profits of 
a revolution, entirely achieved by the people, I 
am surprised at the affectation which has made 
them forget that, long before this revolution, 
causes quite independent of it had produced, not 
only in France, but throughout Europe, straitened 
manufactures, erroneous speculations, and the 
failures of the most flourishing houses. 

“ In explaining myself thus on the question of 
war, it affects not your candidate personally, a 
veteran in the people’s cause, whose devotion to 
his religion — liberty, has been worthy the honour- 
able animadversions of the despotisms and aristo- 
cracies of the world, and the touching confidence 
of patriots in various countries. 

“ This individual existence stands him instead 
of liberty in other lands. 

“ Perhaps we ourselves may be enabled, in re- 
venge for the past, in precaution for the future, to 
send over the face of Europe the explosion of 
July, the electric shock of which has already 
opened craters in other lands. But reserving this 
stratagem for the event of the coalitions attacking 
again our independence, the Frenchgteople had at 
least a right to persevere in the generous system, 
which has since been misrepresented and calum- 
niated under the nanfe of war at any price. 
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** The old. diplomacy of Europe which, in for- 
mer times. Would quarrel and even go to war 
about the transfer of h village, or a claim of royal 
relationship, has now transformed itself into a sort 
of gendarmerie to destroy, first among us, and 
next in other countries, by rendering us their ac- 
complices, the independence and civilization of 
mankind ! And will the French of J uly, 1 830, so far 
forget themselves as to tolerate, in defence of every 
law of nations, ancient and modern, the armed 
interference of foreign governments in other coun- 
tries, for the purpose of obliterating our example, 
extinguishing their sympathy with us, and, by the 
annihilation of the vital principle of our existence* 
by the destruction of our natural allies, justify and 
facilitate an invasion of our territory ? What has 
been the result of the protocols, the heterogeneous 
plans, and the diplomatic imbroglios, which were 
said to be for the interest of Belgium and France 
in our reciprocal relations ? — only to compromise 
the <name of France in intrigues and menaces 
against that independence, the first offspring of 
our revolution, and in favour of which we had at 
the outset so loudly and effectually declared our- 
selves. 

“ When the Polish nation, triply emancipated 
by our princiffles of sovereignty, by the successive 
outrages of which she had been the victim, and 
by the last violation of the compact made with 
her, checked the march of* the Russians against 

8 2 



260 


MEMOIRS OF 


US by 'shedding the remaining drops of the blood 
she bad long and lavishly spilled for France^ 
what prevented us from dpenly declaring our* 
selves in her favour, receiving her representatives, 
instead of observing towards her conduct worse 
than that which constituted the disgrace of Louis 
XV.’s reign ? 

“ As to the late misfortune of Italy, the inter- 
ference of Austria, the horrors that have ensued 
since the violated capitulations to the atrocities of 
the tyrant of Modena, the vile assassin of the vir- 
tuous Menotic, to whom he owed his life, where 
does the fault lie ? Not certainly with those who 
in the exercise of their rights as deputies, brought 
the Chamber and the Ministry to a clear and pre- 
cise definition of the French system, non-inter- 
ference ; nor with our legations who signified the 
mn-cmsent, and gave timely warning to the King’s 
Council. Still less can blame attach to the Italian 
patriots, who must have regarded this publicly 
avowed definition of not-consenting as equivalent 
to a promise of preventing. 

** The fault is to be found in one of those de- 
viations from the noble impulse of July, which I 
in my turn shall call peace at any price , — at the 
price of our interest, our respect — nay, even at 
the price of peace itself; for if firmness of con- 
duct would have suflQced to check Austria, I must 
also believe that pusillanimity could only serve to 
embolden and encourage invasion. 
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“ One word more, my dear constituents, on the 
hereditary peerage. 

Informed by the Experience of what had oc- 
curred prior to 1780, 1 regretted that the Con- 
stituent Assembly should have preferred the unity 
of the legislature to its division into elective Cham- 
bers. But without at present entering upon a dis- 
cussion of the senatorial conditions, formerly 
consigned by the revolution of 1830 to the care of 
the representatives whom we are now about to 
elect, 1 cherish the firm conviction that the prin- 
cipal question is not a matter of doubt. In the 
present enlightened age, and in our country of 
equality, neither old aristocratic prejudices, the 
interests of existing, nor the ambition of future 
peerages can plant in France two or three hundred 
petty legitimacies, which, instead of supporting 
the constitutional throne, would be likely, at no 
very distant time, to drag it with them in their 
own downfall, and which are alike repugnant to 
good seifSe and the representative rights of a free, 
independent, and sovereign nation. 

Such are the observations, which at this cri- 
tical moment of the elections, my conscience 
urges me to publish. If I have ventured to al- 
lude to personal circumstances, it was only with 
the view of obtaining greater confidence for what 
will doubtless be styled theory, as Napoleon styled 
it ideology. I have also endeavoured to separate 
the sacred cause of liberty from the heresy which 
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defonns it, the excesses which have retarded its 
advancement, the crimes which have profaned it, 
and the apologies which wodld injure it still more, 
if it had not a refuge in the pure recollections 
and sublime sentiments which characterized the 
great work of the people. 

'' Receive, my dear constituents, &c. 

“ Lafayette.*' 

This profession of faith produced a salutary 
effect on the public mind. It turned the electors 
to an investigation of the questions of moral and 
political order, from which the ministry of the 
13th of March had endeavoured to direct them 
by fixing their attentions on points of pecuniary 
interest and prosperity. 

During the past session, that ministry had an- 
nounced that all the solicitude of the government 
was directed to the redressal of the people's 
grievances ; and that if once freed by the suffrages 
of the electors from a vexatious and systematic 
hostility, the government would not fail to adopt 
measures for raising public credit, imparting a 
new impulse to trade, and opening the flood- 
gates of national prosperity. The Moniieur of the 
1st of May contained the following remarks : — 
“ The warehousing and canal systems will be dis- 
cussed, and the reform of the laws pursued with 
ardour ; speculative policy will give place to 
practical administration, for liberty is but the 
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inistrument of cmiization, and nations pursue the 
conquest of ideas only to answer the satisfaction 
of their interests.’’ 

The ministerial circulars enjoined all the agents 
of government to keep public attention exclu* 
sively engrossed by discussions on political eco- 
nomy, commerce, agriculture, and trade. On the 
other hand, the king’s journey into Normandy 
was marked only by dissertations on the dangers 
of political theories and imaginary systems. In 
short, the coterie which had assumed the control 
of the revolution, and who were resolved at any 
price to save the hereditary peerage, as the most 
essential guarantee of the independence and dig- 
nity of the Upper Chamber, exerted every endea- 
vour to prove the radical illegality of electoral 
pledges. Even many of the Deputies indignantly 
repelled the idea of a pledge which should engage 
for the abolition of hereditary peerage. They 
were offended at the idea of having their opinions 
asked on any particular question. It appeared as 
though they sought the suffrages of the people, 
only to secure the triumph of their own doctrine. 

Lafayette’s letter, however, immediately placed 
the matter in its true light. His revered voice 
easily convinced the electors that if, in questions 
purely administrative, an imperative pledge might 
sometimes be attended by inconvenience, it is 
always allowable, nay, even indispensable, in 
reference to the organic points of the constitution. 



264 


MEMOIRS OF 


lO' almost all the preparatory meetings, it was 
therefore determined that, it being the duty of the 
Deputies to express the opinions of France, and 
not to impose theirs upon the country, the pledge 
of voting against the hereditary peerage should 
be exacted from them as a sine qud non condition 
of their election. 

Would it have been credited? — These proud 
221, who had determined to rely solely on their 
own wisdom, and whose delicate consciences had 
repelled an electoral pledge as a thing incompati- 
ble with the moral freedom of the legislator — 
these very men, pressed into the colleges in 
emulation of each other, foreswore their doctrines 
of yesterday, and gave their constituents even 
more promises than the latter had required of 
their political docility. 

These men so suddenly enlightened on the vices 
of hereditary succession, were nevertheless the 
identical individuals, who, sixteen months pre- 
viously, had in their furious address to Charles X. 
solemnly proclaimed the pure doctrine of legiti- 
macy, and professed the principle that antiquity 
of possession, is, on the question of authority, the 
most sacred of all claims. What could have ef- 
fected' this metamorphosis, unexampled in the 
history of political apostacy? The voice of a 
man, who for half a century had regarded cham- 
bers of whatsoever denomination, only as the in- 
struments of the national sovereignty; — and by 
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the influenee of the press, which proved that to 
merit the national confidence, it was necessary to 
concur in the opinions of Lafayette. 

The letter to the electors of Meaux, or rather 
to the electors of France, raised against Lafayette 
all the hatred of the court. From the moment 
that the Palais Royal and its doctrinaires shook 
off the constrained respect they had assumed to- 
wards him, open war was declared between the 
man of July and the man of August. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


The new Deputies arrive in Paris.-«Troubles occasioned by the 
anniversary of July. — Arrangements of the new Chamber d-— 
The first alarms. — The speech from the throne. — Uncertainty 
of the Deputies.— Discussion of the address. — Debates on the 
affairs of Poland, Romagna, and Italy.— Lafayette’s speech.— 
Motion for the Order of the Day. 


Thk Chamber of the restoration had ceased to 
exist. One half of its members bad been left 
dead on the election field of battle, and the majo* 
rity of those returned had been re-elected only on 
condition of adopting a new line of conduct for 
the future. 

The electoral purification had been principally 
directed to the men who composed the last minis- 
terial majority, in whose favour, however, all the 
provisions of the new election-law had been 
planned. 

France might therefore hope for a national re- 
presentation, composed of elements salutary to 
the destinies of the revolution. Unconnected with 
all past measures, ignorant of parliamentary dis- 
honesty and ministerial machiavelism, these young 
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men were calculated to impress the discussions 
of the tribune with a character of good faith, can- 
dour, and integrity. Such was the hope of the 
country; and for a moment the result appeared 
to justify this hope. The new deputies gave an 
entirely novel character to the first debates, and 
it cannot be doubted that they would have se- 
cured the triumph of reason and general interest, 
if the ministers who knew the influence of first 
impressions, had not diverted the new Chamber 
from its original mission, by directing its atten- 
tion to the contest exerted by the animosity of 
which both Ministry and Chamber were the ob- 
jects. 

The troubles which broke out, or as I ought ra- 
ther to say, were stirred up in the capital on the 
occasion of the anniversary of the 14th of July, 
marvellously aided the policy of the minister by 
exerting alarm and indecision in the minds of the 
new deputies whom the opening of the session 
had called to Paris. Every one recollects the 
history of the brigades of workmen formed by the 
police to oppose the young men who had con- 
ceived the horrible project of celebrating by the 
planting of a tree of liberty, the great day which 
had commenced the revolution of 1789. 

According to the clamours of government, three 
factions were coalesced for the purpose of making 
a desperate effort before the meeting of the 
Chambers. A solemn sentence had already de- 
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^ded the victory gained by the ministry of the 13 th 
of March over the spirit of disorder, tricolored cock> 
ades, grey hats, and a young poplar tree destined 
to aid the designs of the conspirators. However, 
it is certain that the military measures adopted by 
government, its proclamations, the visits of the 
police to the houses of a great number of citizens^ 
and a little bloodshed, contributed to fill the 
minds of the Deputies with an alarm very favour- 
able to the views of the ministry, who, on the 
other hand, artfully affected to invoke the tran- 
quillity and union necessary for surmounting the 
great difficulties which presented themselves. 
“ Let us renounce,’’ said the Moniteur, “ the old 
denominations of right side,, left side, centre, 
royalist, and constitutional, which have now no 
exclusive application, and serve only to perpetuate 
the maxims of the restoration.” 

This skilful manoeuvre occasioned some pertur- 
bation in the elements of the Chamber, which, I 
believe, had assembled without any pre-arranged 
system. It was not easy to foresee how far it 
would divest itself of the accusations of the past, 
and the serious alarm of danger with which 
ministerial cunning incessantly assailed it. From 
that moment it was evident that the Ministry 
was not destined to die at the foot of the tribune ; 
for it was impossible to attack it in the face of 
imaginary dangers which kept the public mind in 
panic fear. 
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The speech from the throne and the discussion 
of the address, afforded new indications of the 
direction which the government of the 7th of August 
wished to give to the new legislature. The most 
characteristic feature of the speech, was a decided 
tendency towards the predilections of the late 
regime, and manifested ill-disguised intentions of 
commencing a conflict between the crown and the 
Chamber on all the fundamental questions, such 
as that of the organization of the peerage, relative 
to which, the very nature of the subject and par- 
liamentary etiquette, placed the Deputies under a 
constitutional pledge. 

In this state of things, it was evidently the duty 
of the communes to declare themselves in the 
vote of the address, in such a way, as would at 
once broach the ministerial question which was to 
take tbo precedence of all others. The Deputies 
shrank from this necessity, because they were pos- 
sessed with the fear, that the enemies of the Cabi- * 
net of the 13 th of March, were also the enemies of 
France. The address was good in general spirit, 
and proper in expression ; but it bore a character of 
indecision and apprehension, which indicated that 
the new legislature did not comprehend that its 
mission was to create a system, and to express 
resolutions rather than generalities obscured by 
the most circumspect forms of language. 

The elective Chamber spoke of the imperious 
necessity of economy; demanded the reduction 
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of taxes which heavily burthened the poor ; took 
fpr granted the promise of a disbandment, which 
it regarded as the most gratifying conqimt of 
French loyalty ; and, finally, expressed sentiments 
of sympathy for Poland. But all this tumid 
phraseology was no direct censure on the system 
which the ministry had hitherto followed, and in 
which it announced its intention of persevering. 

The nomination of a President to the Chamber, 
a post which the public wish had assigned to M. 
Lafitte, was represented by the Cabinet of the 
i3th of March to be a ministerial question. 
Strange to say ! the very men who affected to re- 
gard the late President of the Council as the 
founder of the system which they approved, pe- 
remptorily ejected him from the Chair, and declared 
that this first trial should be decisive to them. 
Now, in this scrutiny, the first which revealed the 
character of the Chamber, the power of the two 
parties was balanced. A single vote imposed 
upon France the continuance of the system of the 
13th of March : M. Gerod de I’Ain was elected 
President by 177 votes against 176. 

Surely, in every country in which the constitu- 
tional regime is not a mere empty word, a minis- 
try supported by a single vote, would have been 
considered as killed on the spot. Besides, it 
must be remembered, that at that period forty 
elections remained to be decided ; thirty of which 
returned patriots to the Chamber. Accordingly, 



GENERAL LAFAYETTE. 


271 


in anticipation of that resnlt, M. P^rier .had af. 
fected a wish to retire, when the denunciation of 
the armistice by the King of Holland, the renewal 
of hostilities in Belgium, and the march of a 
French army to the aid of King Leopold, fur* 
nished him with a pretext for continuing at the 
head of affairs. In the serious circumstances in 
which Prance was placed, it was said to be im* 
possible to hazard a dissolution of the cabinet. 
Such, at least, was the argument with which M. 
P^rier presented himself to the Chamber, to an- 
nounce his continuance in office, and to express 
the unreserved opinion of the government. 

This farce was performed on the occasion of the 
debates on the Address. The language of the 
head of the cabinet was haughty and decisive. 
His domestic policy acknowledged no other pro- 
gramme than the Charter of 1830 ; and his foreign 
policy was reduced to the maintenance of peace, 
and the denial of the necessity of a war founded 
on the opposition of the principles -of July to the 
doctrines of absolute monarchies. 

Vagueness and indecision were, on both sides, 
the characteristics of th«^' discussion maintain- 
ed on this occasion. Public opinion was held 
in suspense, by what may be termed the ste- 
rile fertility of these debates. There was ob- 
viously a general disposition to pronounce cen- 
sure ; but it was teippered by thf circumspection 
of an inexperienced assembly, which fear with- 
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held frQ|a fully expressing its sentiments. France 
knows hy how many machinations and intrigues 
t\ie ministry succeeded in obtaining from these 
contradictory elements the majority which secured 
its continuance in office. 

1 now coqie to the plans of law on the subjects, 
of the peerage, ''the departmental institutions, 
primary Question, finance, &c. These questions, 
which brought Lafayette into conflict with the 
adversaries of the revolution, proved him. to be 
invariably consbtent with the immutable prin> 
ciples of his v^ole life. \ 

The report of some petitions presented by the 
Polish committee, and by several tawns of France, 
praying that the Chamber would recommend the 
throne to make an official declaration 'of the na> 
tionality of Poland, introduced a discussion on 
foreign affairs. It was on this occasion that M. 
Bignon delivered the remarkable speech in which 
he so justly appreciated the respective situation 
of the ^powers of Europe, recommended that the 
petitions should be referred to the President of 
the Council, as an act of high importance, and 
demanded the immedis|e recognition of Poland. 

Two extraordinary events had, M. Bignon ob> 
served, accelerated the moment for that recog-, 
nitiop. One was the circumstanee which had led 
our^lll^ps into Belgium ; the other, the dreadful 
progress of the ^is^|^, which, having .ravaged 
Austria and Prussia, irendered war impossible for- 
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a considerable time. “ Oit the day,” said M. 
Bignon, “when our troops entered the Belgian 
territory, after considering th| advantages which 
we ourselves might derive from that measure, my 
second thought was to look to it for the means of 
saving Poland. But alas! when our ministers 
were in a situation to make their voices heard and 
respected, they became the obedient instruments 
of the declarations of the Conference, and ad- 
vanced, returned, or halted, just according as 
they were permitted. In 6ne, should Poland 
fall, it would be an advantage to France to have 
acknowledged her before her fall ; for she would 
then be authorized to speak more loudly in her 
favour.” 

As it will readily be imagined, the minister for 
foreign affairs replied to this reasoning by com- 
mon-place observations, such as the assurance 
that France had neglected nothing to save the 
nationality of Poland. The policy' adopted by 
the government was, M. Sebastiani declared, the 
most conformable to the honour and interests of 
France, and the Chamber could not in conscience 
refuse to approve it. 

Lafayette rose after the minister, and spoke as 
follows : — 

“ After the excellent report you have just heard 
on petitions to which the members of the Bbfish 
Committee, of which 1 havei^e honour to form a 
part, were not strangers; after the luminous and 
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noble speech of our honourable colleague, who 
has implored you immediately to recognize die 
independence ofPo|and, — ^the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs informs you that there is a want of connec- 
tion of ideas in the proposition that has just been 
made to you. For my part. Gentlemen, I attach 
less importance to the connection of diplomatic 
ideas than to moral ideas, in this question ; and, 
1 must say, that in two various circumstances the 
conduct of the French government has been very 
different. 

“ In Italy (and 1 have often affirmed this) the 
conduct of our government was marked by weak- 
ness ; consequently, we have seen Aifetria take 
possession of another portion of Italy. But the 
measures of our government, either id demanding 
the restoration of the prisoners, who were firated 
(if I may use the expression) by the Austrian 
navy, and in giving institutions to Romagna ;■ — all 
these^ measures, in consequence of a first weak 
step, have been attended with none of the success 
that might have been expected from them. 

** In fact, gentlemen, these persons, who have 
been re-demanded, are not yet at liberty ; and I 
have reason to believe that revelations are re- 
quired of them, which would dishonour -them if 
they consented to them ; and these amnesties of 
which we are told, supposing them to be com- 
plete, are no hindrance to declarations being de- 
manded firom those who proposed to profit by 
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them ; which none of yon, gentlemen, would be 
willing to submit to. 

** Let us glance now at ^bat relates to Bel- 
^um. She was attempted by the counter-revo- 
lution ; the patriots were discouraged, dispersed ; 
the danger was pressing, and had not been fore- 
seen. 1 am not making this a subject of reproach 
to the Ministry, but rather of praise ; for the mo- 
ment the peril became known, prompt and vigor- 
ous measures were taken. 

“ Well, gentlemen, let us return to a policy 
conformable to that of the commencement of the 
Revolution. Let us speak the language which 
we spoke to Prussia, when we prevented her en- 
trance into Belgium. 

" Undoubtedly, I ask, as I always have done, 
the recognition of Polish independence ; but a 
still more imminent danger now assails her-— the 
avowed and practical hostility of Prussia. 

“ Poland is strangled by Prussia : i^ is in 
Prussia that the principal confidence of Russia is 
reposed : by Prussia, her lines of communication, 
which had been interrupted, and would be so 
still, have been re-established. 

“ The Minister for Foreign Affairs has spoken of 
the Belgian frontier, fifty leagues from our ca- 
pital ; and of distant frontiers, which render nego- 
ciation difficult. Well, there is also a frontier 
near enough to us ; and, since Prussia has thought 
fit to declare herself the enemy of Poland, I en- 
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treat the Minister to employ all his means, . not 
only of remonstrance, but of actual protection. 
For, when we say,jive will not suffer such and 
such things — but if you do them, no evil conse- 
quences will ensue to you — ^we might as well 
make no remonstrance. 

“ I am far from believing in Austria’s good will 
towards Poland. In all circumstances, I believe in 
the ill will of all these powers towards whatever 
is connected with our revolution. 1 have a right 
to believe it, enlightened as 1 am by the expe- 
rience of past times ; but I am now pointing to 
the most pressing danger — the hostility of Prussia 
towards Poland. All the Polish communications 
are intercepted by Prussia and Austria: the 
Prussian government is at this moment wholly 
devoted to Russia : the police of Berlin and 
Breslau is a Russian police. 

“ It is, gentlemen, only by strong language, by 
a language suited to the first days of our revolu- 
tion, that you will throw an effectual obstacle in 
the way of this state of things : there is not a 
moment to lose. 

“ We hear of recent great misfortunes : I de- 
plore them, gentlemen. Truly, it is not for me to 
seek to excuse popular disorders or violence. To 
do so, I must, permit me to say it, forget my per- 
sonal history. But I may remark, that these 
tidings have yet reached us only through enemies, 

“ I stand, then, upon the Proclamation of the 
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new President, who has given us the details of 
these events. Although we have as yet no proofs 
of its authenticity, I am willing to take this Pro- 
clamation as the basis of my argument. 

“ But here I find another proof that the Poles 
have determined to conquer or perish. They 
have declared this resolution more loudly than 
ever. All the chiefs, whether retired or newly 
installed, express the same sentiment. Gentle- 
men, the whole of France is Polish, from the 
veteran of the great army, who speaks of his 
Polish brothers, down to the children of the 
schools, who daily send us the produce of their 
little savings, to aid the Polish cause. Yes, all 
France is Polish. 

“ The French government, I like to believe, is 
Polish also ; but why, in the name of heaven, does 
it not manifest its predilections in an energetic 
manner ? for, after all, it is by energy only that 
we can succeed. 

“ The Emperor of Russia is certainly distant 
from us ; but he had prepared his armies against 
us; this has since been conceded. I asserted it 
at the time, and in doing so made use of an ex- 
pression too weak for the purpose ; I said that his 
vanguard had turned upon his order of battle. 
This saved Europe from an impending war. 

I know not how far the Emperor of Russia 
could injure us at the present. Great excitement 
is spoken of in his military .colonies ; of two hun- 
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dred of his officers having been hanged. We are 
assured that the Emperor of Russia has compared 
the conduct of the insurgents of Novogorod to 
that of the Polish rebels, and the French rebels, 
who are all alike in his opinion. You know how 
he treats the Polish rebels; you may judge bow 
he would act by the French rebels if the means 
were in his power. 

“ I insist then on the immediate recogpiition of 
Poland, and can only adhere to the noble propo- 
sition of my honourable friend, M. Bignon, who 
has told us that it is this day, or rather at this 
very instant, that the independence of Poland 
should be proclaimed. 

“ But a point at the present moment still more 
urgent, is to prevent Prussia’s stifling Poland ; 
not that I believe Austria to entertain views at all 
more favourable to this heroic population, but the 
danger which presses the harder upon Poland 
comes from the quarter of Prussia. I therefore 
conjure the ministers to display their strength 
upon this point ; and to speak to Prussia in the 
language which, in the infancy of our revolution, 
she could understand, since it prevented her in- 
tervention in the affairs of Belgium.” 

Warsaw, the last bulwark of the liberty of the 
north of Europe, fell presently after. This great 
disaster aroused the just indignation of France ; 
and all her representatives, who possessed the 
hearts of men, called to account in the Chamber 
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that ■ servile and cowardly diplomacy which had 
rendered itself an accomplice in the work of de- 
struction. Tumultuous movements expressed tlie 
grief and indignation of the people of Paris on the 
events in Poland ; and from all parts of France 
and Europe arose an unanimous cry against the 
infamous policy, which sacrificed without pity the 
dearest interests of humanity and civilization at 
the shrine of aristocracy and absolutism. 

Every one may remember the numerous meet- 
ings in all quarters, whence issued the simulta- 
neous cry of Poland for ever, down with the minis- 
ters. It was in the midst of this fermentation 
that the great debate of the 19th and 20th of 
September opened. M.M. Mauguin and La- 
marque had announced that they would demand 
explanations on the proceedings of government 
relative to our foreign affairs. Never had M. 
Mauguin’s eloquence been more forcible. Never, 
on the contrary did the ministry have recourse 
to more miserable, expedients. Preconcerted 
ebullitions of choler, passions coolly enacted, 
pamphlets raked out of the mud, extracts from 
newspapers, such are the arguments with which 
it staved off the inquiry demanded upon the in- 
fluence and results of its systems. 

This miserable scaffolding, sustained with a 
very unfortunate talent by M. Thiers, Lafayette 
destroyed piece by piece. The Minister for 
foreign affairs had warmly defended himself 
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agaiost the accusation of having advised the 
Polish government to prolong the struggle during 
two months, in order fb give France time to in> 
terfere in its behalf. Lafayette convicted him of 
falsehood, by producing the documents which at- 
tested the fact. The discourse which the honour- 
able General pronounced on this occasion, is one 
of the most remarkable which illustrate, our par- 
liamentary history ; the following is its text : 

“ Gentlemen, it is not usually for the purpose 
of parliamentary opposition that I ascend this 
tribune. 

“ However honourable these political struggles, 
1 neither find in my situation nor my taste, 
motives for consecrating to them the seventy-fiflh 
year of my life. But when I see, or believe I 
see political institutions diverging from the di- 
rection which the revolution of July has given to 
France; or when 1 believe that we are made to 
descend from the elevation on which that revo- 
lution had seated us, I feel that it is my duty 
to express myself upon such circumstances, not 
with a petulance that I pity, nor with insinua- 
tions to which I have only been accustomed to 
ascribe their just value, but with frankness and 
sincerity. 

The revolution of July had placed us on a 
proud elevation ; it had not been a revolution 
ambitious of power, to that truth it had borne 
sufficient testimony; and it is perhaps extraor- 
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dihary, that at the moment when France might, 
with such fair excuses, have conceived ideas of 
aggression, she should have thought only of the 
happiness of the world; in a word that her 
triumph has only secured the independence and 
the liberty of Europe. 

But the revolution desired that the great 
work should be accomplished, not by wars, not 
by battles, but by a system, and the system 
adopted was that of non-intervention. 

“ We are accused of desiring war. Well, it is 
not true that we invoke it. Commotion and war 
are two watch-words . which have been adopted 
to vilify us. But I am bound to assert, that 
neither our conduct nor our language has given 
just cause for such attacks and allegations. 

** But at the same time that we were not bent 
upon war at any rate, neither did we desire peace 
at any price ; we did not ask peace at the expense 
of peace itself. For I aver, (at least it is my 
opinion) that it is not enough to be prudent ac- 
cording to the definition of foreign powers, but 
that it is necessary to be firm and energetic in 
order to preserve peace, and I have sometimes 
had reason to complain that we have not been 
sufficiently so. 

Gentlemen, after the oration you have just 
heard, you will excuse me if I reply at some length. 
1 did not anticipate the necessity of refuting, I 
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wiirnot say a scaffolding of history or policy^ this 
expression would not exactly suit; and I think 
that eren my age would not afford me a dispensa- 
tion for the use of it. 

“ Nevertheless, I ought to rectify some errors 
of the last speaker. He has told us that war was 
not declared till after the 10th of August ; that is 
till after the disorders which took place on the 
10th of August. 

“ The war, or the purpose of making war, dates 
from the year 1789. The war commenced from 
the day when foreign cabinets, the cabinets of 
despotism understood that liberty and equality 
were the objects of France. War was already in 
the heart of the celebrated English minister, Pitt, 
who, while pronouncing an eulogium on our revo- 
tion, was establishing communications amongst 
us, and endeavouring by underhand means to 
provoke disorders in France. 

“ War was the principle of the Treaty of Pavia 
as the memoirs of the times have revealed. Does 
not all the world know that it was the object of 
the Treaty of Pilnitz? That the partition of 
France was there contemplated ? That the pro- 
clamation of the Duke of Brunswick contributed 
more than any other cause to the commotions of 
Pairis.^ Was not that proclamation anterior to 
die epoch named by the last speaker ? Was it 
not Louis XVI. himself who declared war? Have 
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vre: not proofs that the enemy was already march- 
ing upon our frontier ? 

Let us not deceive otirselves on the disposi- 
tions of foreign cabinets ; democracy is impetuous, 
and commits the errors of imprudence; but aristo- 
cracy is patient; it waited three years before 
declaring war against Spain. Perhaps these re- 
collections should make us uneasy respecting the 
dispositions of foreign cabinets; not that we 
should provoke war, but we should suffer no in- 
tervention against our future allies, our brothers 
in opinion. 

“We have asked nothing else; and I should 
here recal to your minds the words which the 
ministers for foreign affairs pronounced on the 
27th of January. ‘ The Holy Alliance rested,’ 
said he, ' upon the principle of intervention 
destructive of the independence of nations. The 
principle of our revolution should, on the contrary, 
secure the independence of all.’ These sentiments 
are fine, gentlemen, and we have never professed 
any other. 

“ 1 am now come to the observations advanced 
by the honourable speaker, M. Thiers, on the 
subject of our regular armies, to which alone he 
attributes our first successes. I had the honour, 
during too short a time for my wishes, to belong 
to these armies ; and 1 affirm, that two-thirds 
at least of these armies were composed of bat- 
talions of volunteers from our national guards. 
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“ It is not, then, correct to say that the first suc- 
cesses were due to the army, which, it must be 
confessed, had been greatly disorganized by the 
desertion of its officers, who, after having engaged 
upon their honour to remain with us, hurried to 
Coblentz, under pretence of defending the king, 
who was at Paris. 

“ Truly, 1 am not the party to deny that disci- 
pline is necessary in an army ; but I do not like 
to hear it advanced that we must not have re- 
course to national masses, especially when inva- 
sion is possible. We have a fine and brave army 
— an army of citizens. But calculate the number 
of troops kept on foot by the powers which differ 
from us in opinion, and you will acknowledge 
that the armed intervention of national masses — 
that the general armament not only of the towns, 
but of the country — for it is in the country that 
men most suited for war are to be found — may 
soon, perhaps, not be a useless plan, nor a plan 
that should be discouraged. 

“ I endeavour to remember the reasons of the 
last speaker ; but one among them I cannot for- 
get. He has believed, he has ever said, that the 
crimes and the violences of 1793 were necessary 
to defend the soil of France. 

“ I know that, while they deplore these crimes, 
many persons, and perhaps the last speaker him- 
sell^ have said that these crimes were necessary : 
the honourable speaker has at least said, that the 
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recurrence of them for the future should be 
feared. 

** It seems to me moreover that, in a History 
of the Revolution, of which the last speaker is the 
author, and in which I have reason to take pride, 
for he has spoken in it of me in a very obliging 
manner, it seems to me that, in this history, he 
deplores the unfortunate necessity to which he 
supposes the country reduced at that period of 
the revolution. 

I do not reproach him with these opinions ; 
I merely wish to understand his prejudice — but I 
have a decisive answer to it. The nation at that 
time was formed by the education of the old 
regime : the existing nation consists of very dif- 
ferent materials. Not but that I wholly disown 
the idea that, in case of attack, we should be in 
any need of extreme expedients. Liberty neither 
desires anarchy nor tyranny ; and whatever differ- 
ences of opinion may exist on other points, 1 
venture to believe that on this one I express the 
opinions and feelings of the entire country. 

“ Here so many assertions present themselves 
at once, that I am embarrassed in the choice. I 
must say, however, gentlemen, that seeing with 
grief, 1 will not say the dissensions, but the 
divisions, which exist among the followers of the 
tri-coloured banner, I seek an explanation of them 
in a difference of opinion, which 1 do not blame, 
because opinions are free. But upon this subject 
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I may cite an opinion which is not mine. ' Our 
habits/ said a member of the administration, * are 
behind'hand with our laws;’ which signifies, in 
other words, that France possesses more liberty 
than she has a right to require. * Happy,’ added 
he, * if it should not be discovered that there is 
a necessity for a retrogade movement 1’ 

I respect this opinion as I do all opinions ; 
but it explains our great differences in the dis- 
cussions held here. With such ideas, it must be 
acknowledged we run a risk of proceeding to a 
yuaj^i-restoration : these notions are carried to the 
extent of fearing to permit the number of electors 
to continue at its present point — that very limited 
number which sent us to our benches. 

“ The same feeling may honestly extend to our 
exterior relations. 

1 have often thought that, considering the 
position in which the Revolution of July has placed 
us, when all the surrounding powers, profiting by 
our misfortunes, had established themselves in 
such a manner that there appeared nothing want- 
ing to their convenience, if, instead of granting 
them peace, we had requested it of them with a 
humility unworthy of our pride ; if, moreover, we 
had virtually said to these powers, ‘ Do what 
you will, you may give us temporary offence, 
perhaps — 'but no harm will result to you — if, - 1 
say, such a line of conduct has been adopted, I 
think 1 am entitled Jto blame it, and to say that 
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we had a right to expect somethii^ better of our 
goYemment. 

“ It is therefore that, in our uneasiness, we 
have demanded an explanation of the minister. But 
observe, that not being in possession of the docu- 
ments, all that we can do is to come to the tribune 
and say, ' Here is what we learn from our cor- 
respondents ; it is for you to produce the official 
papers — for, as M . de Yill^le observed, though 
he did not act upon it, it is with our charts upon 
the table that we ought to debate upon these 
points. 

Gentlemen, the state of Poland has excited 
the most lively interest throughout France ; it is 
quite plain that the misfortunes of that nation, 
the taking of Warsaw, have filled France, and all 
the friends of liberty in Europe, with grief, with 
sympathy, and with fears that they have not done 
all they should to prevent those misfortunes. Such 
fears were natural to those who had proposed, in 
any case, the recognition of Poland. 

“We have been told that it was a thing impos- 
sible : 1 do not think so. I believe that the re- 
cognition of Poland, at the period to which we 
required it, was not a cause for war. The insur- 
rection in Lithuania being then more complete, 
their vessels sailing in the Baltic, it would have 
been easy to forward supplies to Poland by a 
port which has been spoken of with some con- 
tempt, and which is, in fact, but inconsiderable ; 
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and by another, that of Liebau, of which the 
Lithuanians might undoubtedly have possessed 
themselves. 

“ Unhappily, this can, no longer form the sub- 
ject of our debates ! ! ” 

i\fter some explanations respecting the conduct 
of the French consul at Warsaw, who, previous 
to taking the oath to the new government, had 
presumed to ask permission to do so of the 
Emperor of Russia, Lafayette entered upon the 
particular motives which, independently of his 
private correspondence, had induced him to re- 
proach the minister with having paralyzed the 
defensive measures of Poland. 

“ The publie report in Warsaw,” said he, “ was 
that the recommendations of the cabinets of 
London and Paris would greatly influenee the 
determinations taken by the Poles upon their 
proceedings and plans of defence. 

“ Besides what I learned by private corres- 
pondence from Warsaw, 1 found in the official 
])ublications the following observations by the 
late government of Czartoriski : 

“ * We have depended upon the honour and 
wisdom of foreign governments; confiding in 
them, we have not made use of all the resources 
which might have been available from within and 
without. To gain the approbation of these govern- 
ments, to merit their confidence, and to obtain 
their support, we have never for a moment with- 
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drawn from the strictest moderation, which has 
paralysed many etforts that might have assisted 
us in this last struggle. Had no promises been 
held out, we should have struck a blow which 
might perhaps have proved decisive ; but we 
thought it necessary to temporise, to leave nothing 
to chance ; and we have at this moment the cer- 
tainty that nothing Out chance can save us.’ 

“ It has been said,” continued Lafayette, “ that 
this was but an article from a gazette. 1 asked 
an explanation of the Polish legation ; and here 
is the answer which I received 

“ ‘ In reply to the letter which we have just 
received from you, Monsieur Ic Gtincral, we hasten 
to assure you ; — 

1st. That it was the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs who influenced us to send, on the 7th> a 
messenger to Warsaw, the expenses of whose 
Journey he paid ; that the object of this cmbas> 
sage was, as his Excellency the Count Sebastiani 
had desired, to induce our government to hold 
out for two months longer, because that time 
was necessary to complete the negociations on 
foot. 

“ ‘ 2dly. That the circular of our Minister for 
Foreign Aftairs, dated the 1 Gth of August, signed 
by the minister ad interim, Andrew Ilorodyski, 
as well as another circular of the 24th of the same 
month, signed by the new Minister of Foreign 
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Affairs, Theodore Morawski, reached us by post 
on the 14th instant ; that they are the same which 
we have already communicated to Count Sebas- 
tiani, with our official notice of the 15th of Sep- 
tember, and which we immediately transmitted to 
the public journals, where they appeared on the 
17th and 18th; and that these two circulars ex- 
plain the effect which the errand of the aforesaid, 
messenger produced at Warsaw. 

“ ‘ Le General Kniaziewicz. 

“ ‘ L. Plater.’ 

' Paris, 20th September^ 1031.* ** 

“ There might be a mistake,” continued La- 
fayette, “but you will acknowledge that this matter 
afforded no pretext for the imputation of evil in- 
tentions ; and, to conclude the affair of the courier, 
he is said to have been arrested on pretence of 
quarantine. But, gentlemen, quarantine regu- 
lations are applied to persons coming from infec- 
tious countries, not to those who leave a land un- 
touched by contagion,” &c. 

******* 

“ I have always been persuaded, gentlemen, 
that Prussia might be intimidated by a persist- 
ance in the tone first maintained after the days of 
.July. Is it true, the minister can inform us, that 
Prussia has declared in a diplomatic note, that if 
she had refrained from armed intervention against 
Poland, it was because she felt satisfied that the 
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power of Russia was sufficient, unaided, to quell u 
handful of factious insurgents, but that she should 
continue to furnish the Russians with succours of 
all kinds, and would personally act, if necessary, 
against the Polish rebels! An expression I shall 
find no fault with, having long taken pride in its 
application to myself by the English in another 
hemisphere. 

“ Is not this a case, gentlemen, for calling on 
Prussia, not to intermeddle in a cause foreign to 
her interests ? Gentlemen, the Polish nation will 
.still exist; she may be overwhelmed, vanquished; 
yet, that she will still retain her existence I have 
no doubt ; the noble Polish nation will once more 
become the barrier of civilization. You see, gen- 
tlemen, the partiality with which Prussia has 
always acted. When the corps of Bartholomf; 
took refuge in Prussia, it was supplied with pro- 
visions and ammunition, and only two days altcr- 
wards, its rear being still at Memcl, its advanced 
guard was pushed to Polangen ; the following day 
Polangen was carried by assault and destroyed. 

“ The minister wishes to inspire us with hope 
from the disposition of the llu.ssian Emperor; 
and I would willingly believe the present language 
will rather fulfil the decrees of Providence, than 
that which declared that the nobles shall be be- 
headed, the commonalty transported to Siberia, 
and children to Russia for their education. As- 

V 2 
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suredly, such expressions were not dictated by 
Providence. 

Unhappily, it is now too late to discuss the 
affairs of Poland, but 1 please myself with the 
belief, that so noble a cause is not wholly lost, 
and that the ministry will yet do all that is 
necessary to redeem it. 1 rely on their good 
intentions, but for a long time 1 have felt no con- 
fidence in the firmness of their tone ; and 1 tell 
them so with frankness, in perfect good will. 

“ If 1 find that their system, with no ill inten- 
tion, but through error or blindness, compromises 
the revolution and the government, to which they 
will do us the justice to believe that every one of 
us is attached in proportion to the share we 
have contributed towards its establishment; — if 
I find all this, I am bound to declare, 1 see in it 
no cause of hostility to individuals, but a sacred 
duty to fulfil towards my country. 

“The last speaker alluded to Italy; he told 
you it was fortunate that we had not interfered in 
favour of Italy. 

“ Great service we have doubtless rendered 
her, by permitting Austria to regain possession of 
a portion of that beautiful territory, and to re- 
establish upon it her institutions, her troops, and 
her magazines ! 

“ We have been told of the miseries formerly 
inflicted on Italy by the French armies. This is 
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not correct. Whatever sufferings the Italians 
may have been subjected to, their nationality was 
always respected. Modena, Parma, and Farrara, 
do not constitute Italy. It is affected to speak of 
Romagna instead of the Roman states. Italy 
would appear to be an empire too vast for us to 
concern ourselves about its entirety. 

“ Italy aspires to its regeneration in full inte- 
grity; this is the object our armies sought to 
accomplish ; and they successfully achieved it : 
the creation of the Cisalpine republic, and sub- 
sequently of the kingdom of Italy was its result. 
Who then can say that our countrymen were the 
bane of Italy? That country, on the contrary, 
still cherishes the remembrance of the benefits wc 
have conferred upon her. Behold the monuments 
we have left behind us, the roads we opened ; be- 
hold the success with which we subdued the sys- 
tem of brigandage, which has since been resumed 
with more audacity than ever ; and must, indeed, 
ever exist in a country governed by priests and 
by an aristocracy adverse to every liberal idea. 

“ I cannot, then, think that the Austrian occu- 
pation is beneficial to Italy ; and I think that we 
were censurable, extremely censurable, in sufter- 
ing Austria to enter that country. 

My opinion, I must repeat, is founded on 
documents transmitted by the minister himself. 
This principle- of non-intervention has been pub- 
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lished; it has been communicated to all Uie 
French legations. 

If, as it has been insinuated, the Italians have 
been deceived, it was not by private correspond- 
ents. No, gentlemen, no such correspondence 
has taken place ; if such letters, or their answers 
do exist, let them be produced. 

“ My first correspondence of that nature is of 
the date of 1776. This correspondence may be 
proclaimed to the public ; nothing would give me 
more satisfaction. The letters had far better be 
read here than so frequently referred to. 

“ It is true, that some Italian patriots, sought 
me out, and inquired of me whether they ought to 
place confidence in the promises of our govern- 
ment. I answered them : I know nothing about it. 
You may, therefore, perceive that my own confi- 
dence was already diminished. 

“ Three times did I demand from the tribune, 
in the face of the Chamber, whether the system 
of non-intervention was that adopted by the mi- 
nistry, and 1 need not remind you, that each time 
I obtained on this point the unanimous assent of 
the Cliamber and of the ministry. 

“Well! do you think, gentlemen, that the 
Italians were not deceived by these evidences. 
Do you think that men, who, entrenched them- 
selves behind barricades erected against despot- 
ism, that men who took upon them our likeness. 
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(if 1 may be permitted such an expression) that 
men who have claimed institutions similar to ours, 
could fear being abandoned by us ? 

“ It was, probably, the weakness we had shown 
in regard to Italy which authorized the Dutch to 
anticipate that we should, with like weakness, 
peaceably suffer their re-occupation of Belgium. 
I am willing to believe, that should foreign 
powers attack us, should they force us to a propa- 
gandic war, we should appeal to the people 
against despotism and aristocracy. While we 
leave tliem at peace, so long as they do not en- 
deavour to destroy the principle of our existence ; 
and provided they will quit the profession of Eu- 
ropean gendarmerie, which we took upon our- 
selves under the restoration, in the Spanish war; 
if the people are content, they will be quiet; if 
not, they will make themselves heard ; but we 
cannot suffer the destruction of our own pillars ; 
we cannot suffer liberty to be extinguished in a 
small state any more than in a larger, for it is a 
manifesto against France. Let the right be once 
established, power will be wanting to enforce it. 

“ And that power will be sought and found, if 
you discourage national masses. 

It is supposed that an exchequer war must 
be entered into. No, gentlemen, it is a war 
of principles, a war of liberty that we must wage. 

“ Whatever may have been the representations 
of the government, is it true that the ameliora- 
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tions, the amnesties promised have received their 
fulfilment? The ministry may, perhaps, prove 
this, but till then I cannot believe it. 

“ I must add, that since the amnesty of the 
Roman States, Rome still contains from forty to 
fifty prisoners. I speak not only of what is 
passing in Romagna, but in all the Roman 
States. 

It is not true, gentlemen, that all the fine in- 
stitutions which have been described, are enjoyed 
by the Italians ; neither is it true that the am- 
nesties have been effective. With respect to the 
persons thrown into irons at Venice in defiance of 
a capitulation, I have seen an authentic note, by 
which it appears that they were released only on 
terms of infamy. I remember, for my own 
part, that while a prisoner at Olmutz, General 
Buonaparte requiring our deliverance, the entire 
embassy waited upon him, and told him — General, 
we give you our word of honour that the prisoners 
are at liberty. 

“ ‘ I would lay any wager that that is false,’ ob- 
served Napoleon ; and false it actually was. A 
declaration was at that very time required from 
us, which none of us would comply with. 

“ I do not suppose that the same game is now 
playing towards the Parmese prisoners; but I 
entreat the government to hold, once for all, a 
language which will enforce attention. 

** I will add a faqt, which I hope will be d^ 
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proved ; it relates to some passports, to the de- 
livery of which was annexed conditions quite 
inadmissible, and to which none of you, gen- 
tlemen, would have chosen to submit. In my 
opinion, we ought to require that passports shall 
be delivered in the ordinary form ; but it is 
further stated, and 1 will not do the ministry the 
wrong to believe such an assertion, it is, however, 
asserted, that in case of refusal to sign those 
conditions, the Italians will be expelled from our 
hospitable land. No, gentlemen, 1 am not so 
unjust to our ministry as to credit such a rumour ; 
but I confess that to tranquilize the proscribed 
refugees, I would wish for a formal denial on the 
part of ministers. 

" Such declarations cannot be required under 
any government whatsoever, at least under any 
tri -coloured government, for I do not answer for 
others. 

“ I have long occupied the tribune ; never- 
theless, I have still a word to say respecting 
Belgium. It is very certain that when we entered 
that country, the counter-revolution, the Orange 
restoration was organized, and that, whether by 
the banishment of the patriots, or by the cooling 
of their enthusiasm, but for our timely arrival the 
restoration would have been effected. 

“ I believe the promises which the Minister of 
War pronounced in this tribune ; I hope also that 
o||ir troops, whether they remain or are with- 
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drawn, will be at all times ready to repel the 
invasion which the Prince of Orange’s order of 
-the day announces, and that we shall again de* 
serve those thanks which with pleasure 1 ac- 
knowledge do honour to King Leopold, because 
they were sincere, and nobly expressed. 

'‘Belgium must be what she was, what the 
revolution of July made her; this deserves the 
attention of government. 

“ Having made these observations, I have only 
further to express ray wish that the official papers 
which throw light on our religious affairs may be 
laid before the Chamber.” 

The accusation of ministers, an inquiry into the 
results of their administration, and an address to 
the king, were the three propositions referred to 
the examination of the bureaux of the Chamber. 

The proposition for inquiry, the most appro- 
priate to the emergency, appeared the more 
necessary, as it was that which the ministers 
most dreaded, and contested with the greatest 
animosity. 

Nevertheless, these three propositions were 
thrown out by an order of the day, the motives of 
which will be long remembered in France ; and 
the sole result of all tliese memorable debates 
was a complete sanction of the system formed 
since the 13th of March, and an indemnity given 
to the ministry by a majority of eighty-five votes. 

Eighty-five suffrages, in a Chamber which |e- 
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turns a hundred agents of authority, independent 
of military officers! 

A hundred and thirty*six deputies at that time 
refused their confidence to the ministem : a hun* 
dred and forty refuse it at the present day. 

In the course of this long discussion, Lafayette 
had been charged by the President of the Council, 
of entertaining relations of sympathy with patriots 
of various countries, and these relations the mi* 
nistry imputed to him as a crime. 

Lafayette eagerly embraced the accusation. 

“ I have been reproached,” said he, “ with 
holding correspondence with the friends of liberty. 
I have already avowed that my first letter of the 
kind bears the date of 1776 ; 1 have written many 
since ; if any of those letters are supposed to com* 
promise me, I beg those who consider them in 
that light will print my correspondence ; I shall 
be far from complaining. 

“ 1 am reproached with interesting myself in 
the Spanish refugees. Gentlemen, in this tribune, 
and under Charles X., I have loudly proclaimed 
my sentiments of the constitutional Spaniards, 
and of the monarch who reigns in Spain. 1 have, 
consequently, only to repeat here my fervent 
wishes, that liberty may triumph there as else- 
where. 

« One circumstance I ought to mention : amidst 
the regret 1 experienced from the scenes of 
violence which occurred yesterday, I was asto- 
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nished to see two ministers come down and report 
in the tribune confidential conversations, in which 
I shall not enter farther; but I cannot forbear 
representing that it must have appeared very ex- 
traordinary to an august interlocutor, that the 
Chamber should be entertained with conversations 
of such a nature.* 

“ There is one point, however, which was re- 
peatedly reverted to. It was said that the king 
bad been counselled (such was the expression) to 
destroy the constitution, to seize a dictatorial 
power, and other similar absurdities. 

“ To this 1 shall make the same reply, as in 
1792, when, being at the head of an army, I was 
impeached in the name of the Legislative As- 
sembly, upon a denunciation made by the Jacobins 
to that Assembly ; my reply was in these three 
words ; that is utUrue” . 


* See the eeventeenth diapter. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Discussion upon the re-organization of the Peerage — ^The heredi- 
tary system is defended by Messieurs Iloyer Collard, Thiers and 
Guizot — ^The ministry wish for it, and yet wish it not — The 
constituent question discussed by l^afayette — He draws a sketch 
of the real services rendered to the people by the aristocracy — 
His principles upon the hereditary system, &c. 


The great question of the re-organization of the 
peerage came at length before the chamber of de- 
puties. In abandoning with regret the hereditary 
principles, the ministry, who had usurped from the 
communes the initiative right, which in the natpre 
of things devolved upon them, left to its friends the 
care of defending that principle, to which it plainly 
manifested its inclination to rally in case the parlia- 
mentary majority had shewn itself more relenting 
on the subject than the majority of the nation. 

This ground was, therefore defended, inch by 
inch, by the aristocratical functionaries. Messieurs 
Thiers, Royer Collard, and Guizot pleaded the cause 
of the hereditary peerage, with the incontestible 
talent by which they are distinguished. 
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Both contended that this question affected, not 
the mere form, but the very foundation of our go- 
vernment. 

“ With the hereditary system,” said Mr. Royer 
Collard, “ perishes the peerage ; with the peerage 
the hereditary throne, and in the republic itself the 
principle of stability, dignity^ and duration.” 

Messieurs Thiers and Guizot, did but develope 
and reinforce this argument. M. Guizot, especi- 
ally, foresaw anarchy in all things, all authorities 
contested, all rules of action questioned, 'fhe na- 
tion was threatened with a universal avalanche 
against whose distinctive course no other possible 
barrier could be opposed than the hereditary prin- 
ciple of the peerage. 

All the creations produced by the revolution of 
July, all that was elective, and by its nature parti- 
cipated in the exercise of popular sovereignty ; the 
throne, and the national representation, all was 
mortal, aud ^lerishable. Society thus disorganised 
required for its support something anterior to tlie 
revolution of July, sometliing foreign to the will of 
the people ; this panacea, in short, was the here- 
ditary peerage of the granted charter. 

The theory of these three orators, suppdHed by 
such arguments, was easily overthrown, by tlie 
energetic and rational opinion which the ministry 
of the I3tli of March called the national prejudice 
against the hereditary nature of the peerage ; a 
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prgudice to which, from pure devotion and patrio- 
tism, they sacrifice their private conviction. But 
it was not enough for the adversaries of the legis- 
lative privilege to gain a triumph which admitted 
not of doubt ; it concerned them to explain them- 
selves openly upon a question prejudicial to an or- 
der still more important than that which Ule princi- 
pal question affected ; viz., whether the claim of the 
chamber of deputies was well founded, that to it 
alone belonged the right of constituting the peerage. 

Lafayette undertook to maintain tlie question of 
the constitutional power, together with the various 
means of organizing the peerage on the double base 
of abolishing hereditary right, and admitting the 
elective principle. In the whole course of this mo- 
mentous debate there was no speech; the close 
reasoning, and logical, though simply deduced, in- 
ferences of which more radically overturned the 
combinations, and disconcerted the calculations of 
the partisans of the hereditary prmciple. 

“ The committee,” said he “ has invited us to 
offer our opinion on the question of com|)etency. 1 
shall argue as a witness might do in a court oi jus- 
tice, by reminding you of facts. But I have first 
occasion, gentlemen, to an attack just made by a 
respectable orator,* whose voice we have recognized 


* M. Roger CoUard. 
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jinili pleasure from this tribune, against the ’dou- 
trine of national soweignty, that imprescriptible 
right* of the people, that vital principle of our so- 
cial existerieie. His superior talents, prejudiced by 
English notions of parliamentary omnipotence, 1 
will not say with him, could not, but would not, ^ 
compreHi^d the constituent right. Habits of nearly 
half a eeiUtury have familiarized with that ideaj and 
rendered it easy of comprehension. 

“ I grant it, gentlemen, and I agree with our 
honorable colleague, that there is nothing just but 
justice, nothing reasonable but reason, and it is 
therefore that the school to which 1 belong haff 
thought it right to preface its statutes by a simple 
statemept of the rights of meniund of societies, 
rights of which a citizen cannotbe deprived, ev^ 
by an entim nation. 

“ But at the same time it has been thought that- 
instead of referring, for the application of these 
truths, to statutes which are the result of second- 
ary combinations ; instead of referring, I say, to a 
single individual, were it Plato himself, or even' to 
a society of philosophers, it were better to-refer to 
deputies, chosen expressly to enact, what would 
thenceforth become the law of the constituted 
authorities. 

“ Gentlemen, I confess that our proceedings 
have not been so regular, but I am far from 
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admitting that what has taken place has been the 
produce of physical strength. 

“ After our glorious and eventful days of July, 
there survived only the national soverilgnty and 
the victorious people. It was in their name that 
the nation with one acccard took to arms, and 
appointed its officers ; and that it was sighified to 
the royal family that they had ceased to reign, 
even before tbe deposition had been r^ularly 
pronounced. 

“ It was an their names that the deputies 
resident in Paris, seeing the urgency of the cir- 
cumstances, thought it their duty to seize, for the 
public benefit, the constituent authority ; eonfirmed 
the deposition, erecded a popular throne, anft called 
to that throne, notwithstanding his affinity to the 
fdUlen family, from a feeling of confidence and 
pmeonal esteem, him, from amongst our citizens, 
whom they had already named Lieutenant-General 
of the kingdom. 

“ Perhaps, gentlemen, they ought at this period 
to have had recourse to a constituent assembly ; 
this, I acknowledge was my first impression. 
(Various demonstrations of opinion.) 

“ But the necessity of re-assuring the public 

* This opinion has been warmly possessed by the Doetrinaire$, 
and particularly by M. Guizot. The consequences of the align- 
ment arc apparent ; 'ustice would have defeated that which had 
been the produce of mere force. 
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mind, a multitude of circumstances, upon which it 
is easy to pass judgment after the events have 
taken place, a conviction that the victorious 
people had a right to demand, and had frankly re- 
ceived, all these motives combined to reconcile us 
to the order of things that had been established. - 
“ In the meantime, gentlemen, the chamber, of 
deputies had deposed one portion of the house of 
peers, resendng to itself to decide the fate of the 
other peers, and of the peerage itself, which she 
adjourned to the next session ; and whatever may 
have been the adhesions of the chamber of peers, 
when recalled to our memory ; whatever may have 
been the royal words or expressions, it is still my 
firm conviction that to the chamber of deputies 
alone was bequeathed the remaining constituent 
power relative to the 23rd article of the charter. 
The creation of a throne, the foundation and con- 
firmation of that throne, which are achievements 
accomplished, may establish relations between the 
throne and the peerage, even as regards the objects 
we are now discussing ; but the arguments of an 
honorable colleague, who siioke in the sitting of yes- 
terday,* were unnecessary to convince me that judg- 
ment in its own cause does not belong to the 
chamber of peers. It would become neither that 
chamber nor oms ; neither would it consist with 


♦ M. Berryer. 
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tiie events which marked the commencement of 

the revolution. 

“ Gentlemen, engagements have been alluded to 
the nullity of which has been declared : engage- 
ments that each of us is under to our constituents. 
The example of 1789 has been cited,* but the ex- 
ample is ill selected. The fact is that in 1789, 
when many members of the noblesse found them- 
selves engaged against their will to instructions 
which coincided not with thar views, they ab- 
stained from voting. The bailiwicks were then 
convoked to remefre our scruples. I considered 
myself so essentially a member of the Assembly as 
to propose on the 11th of July the first declaration 
of rights, and to accept the honour of the presi- 
dency during the nights of the 12th, 13th, and 
14th of July. 

Several deputies pursued the same course. 1 
admit at the same time that those imperative man- 
dates were afterwards annulled by a decree of the 
constituent assembly. But, gentlemen, what con- 
nection is there between those mandates and the 
declarations which each of us has thought it right 
to make to our constituents, of our opinion and in- 
tended vote upon a question that every one has 
more or less examined, and upon which opinions 
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Ql^pefil^iko <to have beao. pretty yfeU d^tern^ii)^ 
bdocehapd ? 

“ And let me asb you, is tliere .the JQpgIish 
House of Cowipions a mgle individual wbo h^s not 
been required formally to ei^lain what he thipks 
and how he will aet upon the great question pf.parj 
liameutairy f^rm? 

And supposing some of the members, to havie 
refuMd these explanations, do you think their .con- 
stituents would have accepted in commutation a 
theoretical dissertation upon the right of demfuuhng 
it? 

Gentlemen, the great question about to be 
submitted for your deliberation* appears to me to 
dam priority over the organization of legislative 
power. That question, whatever ipay have been 
•aid of it, is the re-establishment in France of t^e 
giving root in our sdl to an aristocracy. 

“ I declared my opinion from this tribune, in 
the early days of the revolution : aristocracy is a 
mischievous ingredient in our policy. We have 
beard* much of the independence of the aristocracy, 
irftbe essential services the, throne has derived aqd 
miEiyi yet derire from it. 1 have discovered nothing 
of flllitida. The Swedish and Danish arlstocrades 
suQiclenMy nppressetjl the pepple, , li|ut .they were 

’ Hie ani^iidiAefiit vpbn tbe ^reiiosittoS' ot' tUe- isoiiiiailMr, 
(aidiiq'-tp<persetaate the)Mreditarr pKaciple. . .. . 
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not lihie]^ were uhder the iiiflaence 

of the several courts of Europe which in' a manner 
ranjged them undiefr their' banners. 

‘ Y6u iikve been told that tfa^'BkiglUh aristb-i 
crdby ha4 hdeh the stmrce of all the prosperity of 
England* it has been ascribed as a merit' to that 
aristocracy that it has retarded for fifty yehrs ca- 
tholic 'emahcipation and parliamentary reform, 
(jentlemidn, enquite of the Irish Wlio Irave suffisted 
so m'any gridtrances, So many miseries, what sa- 
tisfaction they have derived from this service per- 
formed by the English aristocracy ? 

“ Ash the British people who havd so* long 
groaned under the weight of exactions and eternal 
wars, especially the war against our revolution, 
ask them if they do not think a better directed 
House of Commons would not have Warded off 
all the evils of the country ; whether it would not 
have prevented the enormous encrease of paupers 
who see the propriety of land ah accamnlsAed in 
the hands of the aristocracy ? 

“ And reverting to ourselves, was it not frrnn 
the aristocracy that our ancient throne received 
its first blow ? I knoW it well, for I was of the 
number, but my Mends and I struck on behalf of 
the people, others to serve their private interests. 

“ And when the third class, for so it was then 
ctyyied, joined the states-general fuU of love for 
the King and of ardour to destroy an oppressive 
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aristocracy, ilN^e King, instead of re>allying hilm- 
self, pardon me the term, with the aristocracy, 
had voluntarily co-operated with the real natio- 
nality of France, we ^ould have had no cause^o 
dread seeing the interests of the court in unison 
with those of the emigrants. 

“ In short, liad Louis XVI placed himself in 
the position now so advantageously occupied by 
Louis Philip, of opposition both to that aristocracy 
and those emigrants, . then the throne and the 
royal family would not have swallowed up' that 
aristocnicy. I will say one word on the com- 
parison drawn by one of the previous speakers, 
describing the great prosperity England has derived 
from her aristocracy, and wliich she would not 
have enjoyed under a democracy. But the United 
States are a democracy. Now, let me ask, is less 
prosperity enjoyed under the influence of the 
American democracy, than imder that of the Eng- 
lish aristocracy? Does industry sidfer greater de- 
pression in the United States than in England ? 
On the contrary it is certain that commerce is 
more active and flourishing in the former than the 
latter country, and the export tonnage far more 
considerable in proportion to the population. 

" We have heard much of the military character 
of the English aristocracy. Far be it from me to 
deny the homage due to their valour, their ta- 
lents, or their glory ; but it seems to be forgotten 
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th»t during the war, not that otV-independence, 
but that of more recent date, and which has en- 
tirely slipped the memory of one of my honourable 
colleagues*, there was not an instance, or but one 
at ^ utmost, in which, when they met on equal 
terms, tlie British flag did not strike to that of tlie 
United States. 

Have we lost sight of the glorious peace which 
the American democracy wrung from the English 
suistocracy at the very time when after the pacifi- 
cation of all Europe she alone remained in hostility 
with England; and that that peace was consum- 
mated by the battle of New Orleans ? Democracy 
then triumphed over aristocracy. 

“ 1 now come to the advantages of the hereditary 
l^slation of the peer^e. Gentlemen, 1 have 
jdways advocated tiie system of the two chambers. 

1- know that high authorities have espoused the 
contrary opinion. Turgot and Franklin were oi' 
the number, and I might quote eminent civilians 
of our own day. 

“ It has been observed that the Americans 
at first, in imitation of the English, adopted two 
diambers, but afterwards reduced them to one. But 
this is the reverse of the truth. The states began 
with a single chamber, and experience made them . 
sensible of the advantages of the double > system of 


^ M. Guizot. 





wooldvdi- 

^ti^tl^r SB itftFeditary^.chatnW or a cMdIhimU 
tiffja. of (Jifferoot eleuentab 

Our reapectajble coJtefigue*. baa .observed tiikt 
thifi chamber divided by a pastittoii-iKaK would 
answer as well. To this, I answer a pactitiom 
woiild not suffice, but the po88es8io0 twb dis- 
tinct chambers separately and alternately' dis* 
cussing the same laws would In itself be a main 
point gmned ; it would be easy to attach to each 
qualifications which should impress it with ’a dis- 
tinct character. I will not spedfy those quali- 
fijpatious, but they might have reference either 
tp age, to rent-roll, &c. 

“ But, say others, au hereditary chamber wiB 
be the pillar of the throne, and numerous ciraA' 
Uans are cited to that .purpose. Farmib me, gen- 
tl,emcu, to quote one who will oBrtamly noS be 
arraigned as au euemy of thrones > or the advot- 
ci^ of dmnocracy republioaoism : 1 mean the 
celebrated historian and philosopher, Hume, i 
Well, when this eminent iilustrator of the 
rlgl^^ of nations attempts in bis essays (p oon*' 
s|^0t the visionary edifice df a perfect monasdiy) 
he is brought to the avowal that if in TSn gPntMl ’ 
the commonalty was actually represented,! tire 
har^dp^tary chamber would not be sufficimitly stapi^ 


M. Royer CoUard. 
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boestuae it would not possess tite eonfideiioei 
it [Would no longer therefore retain* the power of 
supporting the throne or even of supporlh:^ itself. 
He* then proceeds to propose the means of se* 
curing that confidence to his senate, his house 
of peers. 

** 1 may not coincide in his views of those 
means, but it is enough for my purpose that he 
considers an hereditary senate deficient in strength, 
an extraneous combination necessary to impart 
that strength. 

** What has been advanced in favour of the 
hereditary principle on the score of the education 
given to young nobles, may be equally applied to 
notaries, advocates, or judges ; for tliey may 
equally educate their children to the prospect of 
execcisk^ their own profession ; and yet, if any of 
us. should by our own wills direct our children to 
emjdoy for ever tiie same advocate or notary, the 
will would be set aside on the ground of insanity. 
The argument therefore is not well chosen. 

“ i shall not ent^ into the detail of the amend- 
ments pitqKwed, or to be proposed ; but confine 
myself by declaring simply and absolutely against 
the hereditary principle. 

I deekure also my resolution of voting against 
lodging the elective power solely in the King, 
seeing that such a second chamber representing no 
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]^nt9r-ir<niU^iPf&e'«ai3cnti^^ a>^legi8latitB 
Midi would <!Boe accoid mth my idea» t)f 
sentative goyernment. I shall support the ameadU 
ment most in conf(»*mity with my own individual 
opimon. Perhaps, if the oause prove despetate»:L 
may vote for the opinicm least at variance with< 
my own that may offer any chance of succe^.” 

The majority against the hereditary system of 
the chamber of peers in the new electionsy aug- 
mented as if by enchantment, under the influenoo 
of tins solemn discussion ; and in the memoralde- 
sitting of the JOth of October, three hundred and 
twenty-four of four hundred and eighteen, pro- 
nounced against it. So decided a result sur- 
passes the most sanguine hopes that yet remained 
to the most determined partizaas of the revo>< 
hition:; it opened a series of the most important 
consequences, for through it France was destined 
to escape from the yoke of tlie doctrinaires, from 
the traditions of the abolished r^me, and from 
the influences created by foreign conquest and 
occupation. 

The serious question however on whom, whethw 
the crown or the nation, the right df nominating 
peers was to devolve, yet remained to be decided^ 
Was that nomination to lie in the royal pleasuluy 
or was the electoral principle to be appheditq^f. 
Was 'the >peerage to be for >life or tempoiairy? 
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AftM^'balanoiDg the adY«tit«^ of^eee Bereral 
systems, M.M. de Brigade and de LudrS presented 
ml amendment to the effect : 

Ist, That tile nomination of membets to the 
dimnber of peers belonged to the electoral colleges, 
meeting in the chief toimn of the department, in a 
genertd assembly susceptible of division into 
sections : 

2ndly, That the number of peers should be 
fixed at 230, that they should have completed the 
fwtieth year of their age, and should contribute a 
thousand francs clear to the public taxes ; 

3rdly, lliat the dignity of the peerage should be 
conferred for fifteen years ; 

4thly, That one third of the chamber of peers 
should be renewed every five years ; 

5thly, That the number of peers to be returned 
by each department should be fixed by law. 

Lafayette supported this amendment as that 
most agreeable to his own opinion. He repre- 
sented it as also the most favorable to the royal 
prerogative, since the greatest and most salutary 
^moise of that prerogative is the right of dis- 
sotution.' “ If the election is not temporary,” 
said he, '* you cannot avail yourselves of this 
right. I am then of opinion that the proposal 
mstiljB' to you is. advantageous to the royal prero-. 
gative, and provides at the same time for tiie 
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^]!!6iary de^^of ft' r^ptr^ieiitativb 
winch is th^ popular dunce. 

** In short, if yon ad^'tbe pi^dple of 'Hue 
absolute royal iMininatlte^’ybti ‘kturir' that^tHdf 
nomination will be nndtipKed 
hare just been reminded of persons Who put theidi-' 
selves fbrwerd fbr deotion ; but govbrtnyidit 
cannot seek -out men who conebbl th^msdvefs'; 
you must therefore see pretensiOiis'‘)()leiiiyililly 
displayed. 

*' You Win thtd that evary ministry hae its 
creatures. Perhaps even the office of the ministry 
itself may be made subservieiit to the pleasure of 
obliging one’s friends. Every change 0^ miidStiy 
will afford new pretensioUs, and you khoit l!hf(t 
such changes are not tmfrequent in Franco^ *f 
know not to what amount your royal fiomillatibh 
is likely to extend. Some say, we wilt llx Im 
additi(Hial nvunber ; but when that is filled, What 
will you do next ? 

“ If you adopt a senate for hfe, this again wSl 
produce serious inconveniences ; for you will not 
knbw how to rid yourselves d* an opinion that is 
prevalent in that chamber ; you may indeed resort 
to batches, but they are a sorry resource. 

“* On the other hand, 1 conceive that the mode 
now proposed would confer on the second chamber 
greater permanency than a general renewal every 
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years would tend greatly ,tQ. sbrengtlwn tlv> 
qlianit^r.tQf ppers. , are exiemp^ of some 
e^^diQg in £»vourof tluyibi>y9t^» senate of 
tbOf Unite4*Stat«. W© are. told of dpnioeracy ; 
bid all the old diatribes against democracy arp 
annihilated siooe the invention of representative 
govermaeat. Many objections may still be od- 
yaneed, but the same arguments no longer apply. 
We should disencumber ourselves of the habit of 
pinning our &ith upon the opinions . of by^gone 
ages. 

“ 1 allude to Montesquieu, amongst others, 
great as his authority is ; it has Ipng since been 
understood that the portion of liberty to which a 
nation ie entitled is not regulated by climate ; and 
that no meteorological observations are neeessary 
ihr asoeitaining the constitution best adapted to a 
country. 

“ 1 think then that by determining the re- 
jection of the chamber by tliirda every hve years 
it will acquire firmness and stability, while the 
KingxwiU rjain the ri^t of dissolution. ^,We 
shall, I thus obtain not perh^s tlie best cbamher 
possible, but the least imperfect. 

I would willingly render it morAaristporatic, but 


. *, Whh irHith«.ang|iinl proFontwo/of <1^. ds Bogo^. 
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really while thirty of our citizens of mature age 
afford but one elector for the democratic branch of 
the legislature, it would be difficult to give greater 
aristocracy to the second chamber.” 

This amendment obtained only a hundred and 
fifty votes, and was rejected. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 


Discussion upon the allowance of a sum of 500,000 franc.s fur the 
refugees — The ministry wish it to he granted in the light of 
aims — ^Tliey attach disgraceful conditions to this aid — Lafa- 
yette raises his voice ngain.«t such infamy — His speech. 


Fettered in the most degrading dependence, 
the ministry of the 13th of March made rapid 
strides in tl\e career of humiliation. Every day 
foreign reejuisitions branding their foreheads with 
some new disgrace, compelled them to compromise 
the revolution by renouncing some national, noble, 
and generous sentiment. It was not enough they 
were driven to a breach of promise towards the 
friends and allies of France ; they were further 
required, as the guarantee of their entire sub- 
serviency, periodically to insult from the national 
tribune those millions of noble fugitives who took 
refuge on our once hospitable soil from the vin- 
dictive wrath of kings. 

The ministry demanded of the legislature an 
allowance of .'>00,000 francs for alleviating the 
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miseries of those foreigners whom political events 
had driven to take refuge in France. But as the 
holy alliance peremptorily required them to insult 
the brave men they had not dared to defend, they 
did not blush to declare from the tribune that the 
assistance would he granted only from motives < of 
humanity. It is, said they, humanity alone which 
solicits, and will grand this subsidy. France had 
never before listened to so infamous a proposition. 
Even the restoration gratuitously succoured the 
outlaws who demanded an asylum from it ; such 
succour was not coupled with insult.- But the 
monarchy of July puts a new construction on the 
rights of hospitality. Not satisfied with attaching 
to the noble sufferers who seek her protection the 
stigma of mendicity, she would stamp them besides 
as the betrayers of each other ; brave men must 
pawn their honour for a morsel of bread, or perish 
of want upon French ground. 

The ministerial proposal was to the effect that 
the prefects, charged with the distribution of this 
grant, should admit to a participation of it such 
foreigners only as shoxild engage themselves in 
writing, to oppose by every means in their power 
any future attempts that might be made by their 
felloW'pcitizens to bm'st the chains of their country. 
For themselves, neither shelter nor bread was to be 
obtained, but on condition of swearing to act os 
spies and informers against the friends and 
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brethren with whom thejr had fhught side by side 
in the common cause of their country. In short, 
the ministry deemed none wm^hy of their com- 
passion, but the wretches Wlio would conSeiittb 
their own ^degradation. 

Lafayette t^posed himself to this shameAil ’sdb- 
vernon of principle. He maintained that the 
succour demanded should not be granted in the 
naoae of humanity, but in that of justice, of 
morality, and of true policy ; and challenged in 
the> following terms the rights and! dignity of 
courage in miefortune : 

'* I do not ascend the tribune to dispute the 
avowal of this grant, but the motives assigned by 
those who, sheltering themselves under the humble 
pretence of a work of charity, come here to deny 
and degrade in the £tce of the French nation the 
nOUest and most obligatory of national sym- 
pathies. If the question related to unknown 
suSerers thrown by accident on our soil, I would 
subscribe to the aims ; but in this case 1 claim 
fraternity. 

“ Gentlemen, the fugitives under consideration, 
are our brothers in liberty ; I will assert it with 
pride: they are our disciples of 1789, they are 
disdpies of the doctrine proclaimed in France re- 
specting the r^ts and sacred duty of resistance 
to oppression. 

“ They would have been the most devoted of our 

VOL. «. 
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idlies, whenev€ir the counter-revolutionary pow^: 
unable longer to conceal its designs, advanced 
against us, had it not been previously arrested by 
that heroic Poland, whose name should not be 
uttered without remorse, or at least, without bitter 
grief, if it was in our power to have served her 
more effectively than we have done. 

“ The Poles, gentleinen, were shedding their 
blood in torrents for us at the very time that it 
was trivunphantly proclaimed from this tribune, as 
a political atiom of profound sagacity. ‘ French 
blood belongs to France alone.’ As if, gentlemen, 
the protection of allies, the national honour, pro- 
vision for the future, was not in many <»ses 
France herself ! 

“ Grentlemen, 1 regret that in tlie explanation of 
motives, so much consideration is shewn, (for it can 
proceed from no other cause) for arbitrary govern- 
ments. We owe them none, and I will take the 
opportunity of avowing that I have often heard 
with regret from this tribune, when our domestic 
measures have been under consideration, reference 
made to tlie light in which foreign governments 
would view them. We have been recommended 
to be prudent ; let us be prudent for ourselves, but 
not for them. 

“ It was with pleasure that I heard the minister 
for foreign adairs, the otlier day, repel with indig- 
nation the suspicion of under-rating to foreign 
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powers, or to their representatives, those persons 
who do not participate in the ministerial senti> 
m^ts ; but the tribune has its edio, and by dint 
of repeating there that the opposers of your 
opinion are the provokers of disorders, and thirst 
for the blood of Europe, you are indirectly guilty 
of that which is acknowledged to be on the part of 
any government, an unpatriotic act and a species 
of treason. 

“ Several honorable members, and especially the 
Attorney-General Joly, by reminding'‘‘you of nu- 
merous facts, have much abridged what I should 
have to say ; some of them nevertheless I must 
recapitulate. M. Joly has spoken of Spain ; it is 
true that our duties tow'ards that country are im- 
portant. You will remember the events of a war 
of which 1 fully as much disapproved as of the 
royal Var ; I mean the Imperial war and the pil- 
fering of the Spanish sovereignty, at which so 
many of our citizens were indignant. 

“ But at that period many Spaniards believed 
that a close connection with us would be an addi- 
tional means of civilization to their country; they 
liave taken reiiige in France and we ought to pro- 
tect them : this is not the concern of a certain mi- 
nistry ; it must not be said : I was not minister then. 
Fruice was France ; and the engagements entered 
into with those persons are as sacred as the treaties 
of 1815 of which you take so much account, al- 
«• y 2 
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though they were entered into entirely against our 
interests and tend to our ruin. 

“ At the head of these JosepMnos gentlemm, 
may I not rank the Prince who has sworn al- 
legiance to King Joseph, who annually illuminated 
on the f4te of St. Napoleon, who congratulated tha 
Emperor on the taking of Madrid ; 1 mean Ferdi- 
nand Vllth now Song of Spain? He alsp has ^ re- 
venged the Josephinoi and Napoleon against .the 
Cortes who had fought for him, and without him ; 
for if he l^d been there, undoubtedly they wvmld 
not have fought. He has incarcerated them, sent 
them to the galleys, and in hne has made these 
courageous men to whom he was under the- most 
sacred obligations, the victims of every possible 
atrocity. 

‘‘ A second emigration took place gentlemen, on 
the declaration of that war so perfidiously prdl>ared, 
when Louis XVIllth, with that thorough hypo- 
crisy, of which 1 had former experience, when he 
went to the Hotel-de-Ville to deny having had any 
e(»nmunication with the unfortunate and discreet 
Favras, came here to assure us, that it was a 
frightful calumny against his government to sup- 
pose that the cordon sanitaire could have any po- 
litical object. 

I “ The same man did not blush to come heicei,. a 
year afterwards, to boast of having foimed .a cordon 
timitairt for the destruQtioo of Spanish liberty. 
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“ That was, gentlemen, ah era of grief and shame 
for*us, which I do not like to recall. 1 am how- 
ever, bound to say iii homage to the memory of the 
iOustriouB and unfortunate Riego, that he was de- 
livered up to the Spanish authorities by a French 
detachment, acting under the order of the Duke 
d’Angoul^me. And that Riego, to whom Ferdi- 
nand Vllth said, when he kissed his hands, I owe 
my life to you, perished on the scaffold ! 

“ Ferdinand Vllth commanded his punishment, 
and' on the day of his execution tlie streets of 
Madrid were lined with fVench troops who seemed 
to have presided over it. Tliese, gentlemen, are the 
injuries we have to repair ; it is not our fault, it is 
not the fault of the President of the Council, nor 
of my honorable friends of the opposition ; but it is 
not less true that we have reparations to make, and 
that these duties are not simply works of charity. 

“ With respect to the more recent affairs of 
Spain, I have already had the honor of observing 
to you, that 1 shall but slightly notice them from 
this tribune. Nevertheless, as one of our hono- 
rable colleagues has had the discretion not to name 
the one of his fellow citizens who took a lively in- 
terest in this movement, I am come here to claim 
the responsibility of it. At the moment when the 
mimster of Spain, M. Calomarde, published a most 
insolent ’ official proclamation i^gainst our revolu- 
^on, and against the King whdhi we had chosen, 
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I - renewed the vow which I had previously taken, 
and which under the late government, I had cOmie 
to proclaim from this tribune. 

“ Our obligations and duties towards Italy are 
also great. 

“ It is not my fault if, after repeating the same 
things eight or ten times, I am always answered 
with the same objections. No, it was not the 
leaders of liberal opinions in France who induced 
the Italians to commence their revolution. I have 
already had the honor of mentioning, that some 
refugees came to ask of me whether they might 
confide in the government, and that I replied to 
them : I know nothing of the matter, I cannot an- 
swer for it.” 

Here the President of the Council exhibited signs 
of anger. 

” M. President of the Council,” resumed M. 
Tjafayette, “I am not speaking of you personally. 
I am speaking of the ministry of that day. I could 
cite several of your colleagues to whom my doubts 
applied. I said then to these refugees ; The exist- 
ing system is no longer mine ; all that I can do is 
to come to the tribune, there exhibit my system of 
non-intervention, and maintain that this principle 
consists in not permitting a foreign armed interven- 
tion against other nations. I came here, in fact, 
to say, what the minister for foreign aflfhirs 'him- 
self said, and what has been repeated a hundred 
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tunes by as many different persons. Well, I re- 
peated it tliree times from this tribune, and three 
times I had the assent of the chamber, which has 
not recalled its assent; I had also that of the minis- 
who signified their acquiescence in my opinion, 
as far as I can remember. I endeavoured to obtain 
as general a consent as possible in this principle, 
and 1 make no exceptions. 

“ I fully believed, I acknowledge, that when 
Austria threatened to take possession of Italy, this 
engagement would be fulfilled ; this engagement 
made in the first instance by the revolution of July ; 
for when we effected this revolution, it was neither 
an event, nor a simple revolt of the law against a 
violation of the Charter ; it became a popular revo- 
lution, a revolution in which happily no one inter- 
fered except the conquering people, until that 
people recovered certain rights, certain institutions, 
amongst others for example, that of a national 
guard naming its officers ; an institution, which 
even the men who persisted in their exclusive pre- 
ference for standing armies alone, can no longer 
wrest from the people.” 

The President of the Council, with warmth : 
“ For my part, I protest against this explanation of 
the revolution of July.” 

“ I give to the President of the Council the full 
benefit of his personal protection,” continued La- 
fayette. 
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“ Has not the goyemmeat officially declared to 
the ambassador at Paris, and has it not caused our 
unbassadors at /ordgn courts to declare that it 
would never permit the armed entrance of tbe 
Austrians into Italy ? Was not this giving to the 
insurgents an assurance that they would have only 
Italian troops to combat? Conld they have at* 
tempted to make war f^ainst the power of the 
House of Austria, if your words pronounced in this 
place, and the despatches addressed by you to your 
amhassadors had not satisfied them that the Au- 
strians would have been withheld from marching 
upon them to overwhelm them ? Did they not know 
that every thing was prepared for opposition to 
Austria and that a marshal of France was destined 
to take a command ? In fact, aU was ready, when 
the government stopt short, 1 neither know why 
•nor how : I will not cite dates, but facts only. 

“ Could any one divine that a letter, announcing 
the movements of the Austrians would be kept 
three days without being communicated to the 
council ? 

“ Since that time we have heard much of amnes- 
ties, of methods taken to soften the lot of the 
Italians. I do justice to the govenunrat, gentle- 
men. Whenever it is not restrained by a tknidity 
which for my part 1 do not share, it has done its 
utmost to ameliorate the fate of the in^urgwts. 
But when our ministers demanded an amnesty. 
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when they obtained one, do they themselyes reckon 
much upon its execution P 

** Thus they honestly and frankly demanded the 
ddiverance of the unfortunate prisoners of Venice,* 
prisoners taken in contempt of a capitulation, by 
an act of meanness and piracy of which the dis- 
grace will never be effaced. Their liberation was 
promised you, and you have not yet obtained it. 
It is not your fault I know that when you make re- 
quisitions. you are answered with falsehood, and 
that they make promises the execution of which you 
have no means of enforcing. Arbitrary govern- 
ments possess an ingenious means of ridding them- 
selves of obnoxious persons included in an ahmesty; 
it is to receive them into favour and three days 
after to deliver them up, under I know not what 
pretences, to be judged by I know not what tri- 
bunals. Tims in 1823, a Cardinal Rivarola, in a ‘ 
single day, arbitrarily condemned to death, to the 
galleys, to perpetual imprisonment, and to exile, 
more than six hundred inhabitants of the unfortu- 
nate province of Romagna. 

“ Who does not know the fate of the unfortu- 
nate Palavicini, the companion of the virtuous 
Count Gonfrdonieri, whose interesting wife has 
lately died of grief? Compromised in that con- 

* The sune unfottunate men, who after twelve montlia of the 
moi^ brntibk captivity have Just diaembadted at Toulon. 
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rqiuracy, which did not confine itself tp .designing 
for Italy the blessings of the* Austrian yoke, he 
escaped from Milan. His unfortunate mother ap- 
plied to the government to know if he might . he 
permitted to return ; the government passed its 
word ; she wrote two letters to her son, who at 
length rejoined her ; he wished to interest him- 
self on behalf of one of his friends. He was ar- 
rested and condemned to death ! He is at the 
present moment undergoing a punishment worse 
than death, in the prisons of Spielberg, of which 
you know the horrors. 

“ Grentlemen, I have been speaking of past 
times, but in truth when the question relates to 
death, the galleys, exile and other torments in- 
flicted on men who have committed no offence, 
except that of doing as we have done, of desiring 
’ what we have desired, it is worth while to inquire 
whether the promises made to us have been kept.. 

“ But we have other proscribed patriots to 
think of who are not yet arrived. I hope they 
will be objects of the government’s solicitude, as 
they have already been of that of the country. 1 
have reason to believe that of the members of the 
government, diet and army of Poland, none, or 
v^y few have taken the oaflis of allegianoe 
to the conqueror. They have preferred the 
misfortune of exfie and all: the evils fhey are 
likely to suffer from the animosity of 
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the neighbouring governments to such submis- 
sion. 

“ I shall only say, that if 1 am well informed 
the confiscations have already commenced and 
already they speak of sending the suspected to 
Siberia. And why should they not, since for fif- 
teen years it has been the practice of the Rus- 
sian government ? We know how many thou- 
sand Poles have been exiled to Siberia. But the 
present is not the time for entering upon the 
details of this subject ; I hope that we shall be 
unanimous when they come to be discussed. 

“ I feel, gentlemen, that it is difiicnit for di- 
plomatic negociations to hinder these cruelties 
of vengeance, and for this reason it was that we 
were anxious our government should have em- 
ployed not prayers only, but more energetic 
measures to save Poland, (murmurs from the 
centres.) 1 do not wish to excite fresh murmurs 
in referring to what is past respecting Poland; 
1 merely say, that we were at least entitled to 
object against the violation of the treaties of 1814 
and 1815 with respect to Poland ; for during fif- 
teen years, Poland endured this violation. We 
had a right to recognize the Polish government ; 
we had a right to send vessels to the Baltic and 
to favour the exports of commerce in performing 
an act of strict justice and humanity. Who could 
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right of French cctomeroe to eai^ mh- 
dnd euccour to Poland f 
It %i]l be said that that 'yroB impossible | 
hate proved the codtrary ; a report of otir Pidish 
bbmmittee will prove to you that a vessel sent by 
us with arms and munitions, reached the coast hf 
Idthuania. It was too late; but all the Poles as- 
sui^ ns that if this measure, so loudly demmided 
by us had been taken earlier, the Lithuanian Is- 
surrection would have been sustained and Poland 
would not have perished ; yet we should net 
in this case have done what the Prussians 
did in qpOning the port of Dantzick to die 
Russians. 

“ I have thought it necessary, gentlemen, to 
jirotest t^sinst those testimonies of Christian hu- 
mility, which consist in declaring to the arbitnuy 
powers, that we have no sympathy with the 
refugees, and that we only wish to perform by 
them an act of charity. No, gentlemen : we tnte 
onr sympathy to all who desire liberty ; this is 
not armed propagandism ; yon know very wdl 
that armed pn^agandism was not protmsed for 
Italy. 

** We propose to you to defend agidast ‘ ford^ 
aggTessimi, the vital principleof onr existence, die 
prini^plO widiottt wb^ we shonld ad be usurpers, 
^iilrindnltls without which Louis-Philipl^ and Lm^pald 
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.would uot be Kiugft, without x^ch we should de- 
serve the designation of, rebels, which has been 
gd^ento onr iinitat(Mrs>aad tO’ which, for Auy part, 
I have no objectdoo to, for I had the honor to 
receive it long since, from the Engli^ in the 
i Amearican war. 

“ One wmd more, gmttleinen. I wish to nial<ie 
another protestation against that ordinance, in virtue 
of a law whidi has been exhumed from the ar- 
chives of the republic and which confers upon the 
'government the right of enforcing an alien bUl. 
Truly this is not one of those republican institutions 
with which 1 could have wished to surround the 
throne of July. It is a weapon of despotism, ope 
of those laws which I regret to see revived. 

“ Foreigners, they say, have been compromised 
in the emeutes. 1 have had occasion to collect 
information on that subject. I have seen that 
two <x three foreigners have been arrested at 
Paris and that they have been released for want 
of evidence against them. But, let usMippose, 
gmitl«mcn, that some one or two of these stran- 
gers should be compromised^ the refugees are 
more than five thousand ; would this be a reascm for 
subjecting them to arbitrary measures, for focgetting 
';the laws uf hospitality, the rights of gratitude. 

. I “ Jt is justice 'here to recall a ciroorostanoe bi^ 
amiable, to the, late govenunmit., iM, Hyde de 
Neuville, then minister of the marine acted ex- 
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cetleatly by the Portuguese refugees, when, driven 
from Terceira by the cannon, 1 will not say of 
England, 1 will not do so much injustice to the 
English people, but by the cannon of the Wel-> 
lington party, they were received in France with 
a generous hospitality. 

“ I cannot mention Portugal without speaking 
of the monster under whose sway it groans at this 
moment. If this monster is not speedily over- 
thrown, there is no knowing to what excess he 
may resort. But they tell us, Lisbon may deliver 
herself. She scarcely can in the state of terror in 
which she is plunged. Her dungeons contain 
twenty-four thousand prisoners, who are hourly 
menaced with death ; and twenty-five thousand 
estates are tlireatened with confiscation. 

“ I know that it would be unjust to reproach 
our ministers with this state of things ; but I 
cannot descend from the tribune, without express- 
ing the most ardent desire, that if the people of 
Portugal rouse themselves to shake off this 
horrible yoke, they may not be prevented by their 
neighbours. 

But notwithstanding the serious errors with 
which 1 charge the ministry in departing from our 
true system, 1 do it the justice to believe, that if 
certain neighbouring countries should interfere to 
assist Don Miguel, w'hile England would not forget 
the faith of its treaties, neither would France 
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forget, in tins particular, the obligatiohs of its non* 
intervention system.” 

The instruction to be gathered from this debate 
is, that in the secret opinion of the government, 
the revolution ot July has been bat a fortuitous 
event, without cause, without object, without 
moral effect, and in the name of which, the nation 
had no right to demand consequences which it 
had never been commissioned to produce. M. 
Pdrier’s protesting with warmth against Lafa- 
yette’s opinion, that tlie occurrences of July did 
not constitute a single event, but a vehement 
revolutionary struggle, denoted the point to which 
the retrograde movement of the 13th of March 
had already brought us. 

It remained to be proved whether M. Pdrier or 
Lafayette was invested with the more eiheient 
character for describing the true nature and object 
of this revolution. Posterity will decide whether, 
in the absence of that formal expression of the 
national will, which I.iafayette had required at the 
Hotel-de-Ville, the agreement of the immense 
majority of electors to overthrow the hereditary 
principle of the peerage, and to introduce, by this 
act, an immense change in the system of govern- 
ment, is not sufficient to annihilate the ministerial 
doctrine, and to give the sanction of the country 
to the principles of Lafayette. 

The men of the 7th of August pretended again 
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to have foul^ the approbation of thdr acts in the 
multitude of addresses and deputations which 
came from all quarters of France to salute their 
accession. But it is precisely by consulting these 
cotemporary testimonies of public opinion, that 
we discover the certainty, that the entire country 
understood the revolution of July, in the sense 
which Lafayette attributed to it. Is it not, in 
fact, well known, that all the deputations sent to 
the Palais Bnyal, ^during the three first months 
were, above all things, commissioned to express to 
our first citizen, the sjmipathy of iheir'-consti- 
tuents ? It is then precisely from these depositions 
’ and these addresses, that the man of the Hotel-de- 
yille derives his most incontestable right to 
consider himself the organ of the revolution of 
1830. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Debates oa the decorations, and promotions granted in the expe- 
dition to Lyons — The ministry is accused of having desired a 
restoration in Belgium-*-Iiamarquc, Mauguin, and Lafayette 
demand the formation of Polbh legions — M. de Saint Aulaire 
and the Pope. 


On the 1st of February the chamber of deputies 
was required to employ itself, to the exclusion of all 
other business, in discussing a supplementary vote 
of credit of eighteen millions, destined to settle 
the expenses not comprised in the military budget 
of 1831. These expenses arose out of the cam- 
paign of Belgium, and the expeditions to Ancona 
and Lyons ; and, according to the minister, any 
delay in voting this law, would be a serious 
reflexion on the credit of government, because 
the funds required were destined to the acquittal of 
debts already contracted, established by a royal 
ordinance. 

This incident, thrown into the midst of Ae 
discussion upon Kessner’s affair, produced an 

VOL. II. X 
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animated discussion on the excessive expenses of 
the general staff of the army, and particularly 
upon the sum of one hundred and sixty thousand 
francs, allowed to the commander-in-chief of the 
army of the north. The minister attempted to 
justify the extravagance of this appropriation, by 
the persuasion he entertained, said he, that a war 
was impending, and by the necessity of furnishing 
Marslial Gerard, with the means of acquiring secret 
information, and becoming acquainted with the 
movements of the enemy. 

This was bringing back the discussion to the 
subject of our foieign policy. 

General Lainarque summoned the minister of 
war to explain those sinister combinations which 
had authorized the chief of the British cabinet to 
declare, only a few days before to the throne and to 
the peers in England, that the French government was 
desirous of seeing the Prince of Orange re-established 
in Belgium, and that this desire had been cordially 
and sincerely expressed.* Then, proceeding' to 
the expedition to Lyons, the illustrious deputy of 
the Landes severely blamed the expense and the 
profusion of decorations and promotions which 
this expedition had caused. “ Triumphs, recom- 
pences, and decorations in a civil war 1 ” cried 


* Expressions of Lord Grey in the house of peers on the 
26th of January. 
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LAmarque, " are they ignorant then that the 
bayonets of our soldiers thirst only for foreign 
blood ;* this they shed without regret as without 
remorse. It gives brilliant colors to our deco* 
ration; but French blood, shed by Frenchmen, 
can but give a black tincture, and your decorations 
should be suspended to crape.” 

Marshal Soult rebutted, as an insult to govern- 
ment, the accusation of favoring a restoration in 
Belgium. But Lafayette changed the subject of 
the debate by calling the attention of the chamber 
to what was passing in Italy, where a French 
ambassadorf had just affixed his signature to 
one of the most insolent manifestoes which the 
Holy Alliance had yet fulminated against the rights 
of the people. 

“ Having,” said he, ” afforded the ministry an 
opportunity of explaining itself upon its alleged 
agreement with the English government respec^ting 
the interests of the house of Nassau, he must 

* However fine tliis piece of declamation may be as a passage 
of oratory, the friends of humanity cannot participate in the 
opinion of the illustrious general, that the effusion of foreign 
blood shoidd cost neither regret nor remorse. No ! the bayonets 
of France, intelligent as they are become, do not thirst for foreign 
blood. This blood they will shed with their own for the good of 
the country, but in deploring the blindness, which, to the disgrace 
of civilization, still arms the different branches of the human 
family in the interests of some miserable despots. 

tM.de Saint Auluire. 

/ 2 
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now be allowed to make the still more necessary 
disavowal of a declaration which we have seen in 
the official journal of Rome ; a declaration in which 
a French ambassador, imitating the language of 
the congress of Verona, and the principles of the 
Spanish counter-revolution, has dared to designate 
as factions, men who have only claimed the just 
exercise of a portion of those rights which France 
has re-conquered. 

“ I wish to believe that the government which has 
emerged from the revolution of July has had no 
part in this declaration, and that it will not 
acknowledge the words of an ambassador, who 
could say that France will employ in concert with 
those who are called her allies, (meaning without 
doubt the congress of Vienna and Verona) all her 
means to reduce to obedience these factious sub- 
jects, whose conduct cannot be too much admired. 

“ I have now an opportunity of alluding to what 
has transpired m Italy. I shall not recur to our 
former subjects of complaint respecting the non- 
execution of the principle of non-intervention 
which we had announced ; I shall only confine 
myself to recent events. The government may 
have reposed confidence in the infallibility of the 
holy see ; but I have no hesitation in affirming that 
the holy see has departed from the truth, when it 

pretended that it granted certain rights to the in- 

habitants of Romagna. 
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This is not the case ; the inhabitants of the Ro- 
jnan states have not had granted to them what they 
possessed previously to the congress of Vienna, but 
have been deceived by the promises which were made 
to them — promises which have been totally disre- 
garded. 

“ New judges, they say, have been nominated: 
but let us suppose that under the dominion of a 
despotic government, their decisions can be sound, 
which I do not believe possible, have not the inqui- 
sition and every other species of deception and ven- 
geance been suffered to exist ? 

“ I am not an admirer of protocols, and confer- 
ences, but however, the powers which we called 
the great powers, had expressed certain intentions, 
which intentions, 1 state in direct tenus, have un- 
fortunately never been fulfilled— the pledges which 
they gave have been violated. 

“ I am happy to think that our government 
will regret having been deceived by th? court of 
Rome ; but how can 1 rely on the success of its 
steps, near that court, when I see that the promise 
of liberating the ]>risoners brought to Venice 
through the means of Austrian piracy, has not yet 
been carried into effect, and that they are still in- 
carcerated in Venice ? But, hold, I am deceived, 
for fifteen of them have been just sent to Milan to 
be tried by a special commission, and, gentlemen. 
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you aU know what special commissions are at 
Milan. 

" Every one is acquainted with the recent events 
in Romagna. The Italians are accused of want of 
perseverance : alas ! nothing could be more perse- 
vering, and, at the same time, more wise and dim 
than the conduct of the citizens of that coun- 
try. 

“ But they have been surrounded by the Aus- 
trian troops, they have been attacked by the army 
of Rome, which was raised at great expense — I 
know not at what expense, and composed of I 
know not what. Forces far superior to those which 
the Komagnan militia could have displayed. 

“ It is certain there would have been greater re- 
sistance in Romagna, if the declaration of the 
powers to which the French ambassador was a 
party, had not disorganised their operations of de- 
fence. 

“ When the Romagnan troops were surrounded 
in every direction, and after this declaration of the 
powers of sound judgment and discretion, men were 
found who maintained, that under such circum- 
stances, resistance was imnecessary. 

“ Just as if, gentlemen, before a threat of resto- 
ration made by the coalition of Europe, there were 
persons in France who gave the wise and prudent 
advice not to resist a disgraceful transaction ! 

“ But happily for us the French people would 



«)F OBNEftAL LAKAYETTE. 


343 


rise, to a man, in order to stifle this dastai'dly ad- 
vice ; because they -are numerous and powerful, 
and especially if, in the defence, there was no fear 
in the people, the nation is in a condition to resist 
all Europe combined against it. 

“ It was not so even with wise and prudent peo- 
ple, whose moderation may perhaps be praised, and 
who thought it their duty to compromise with the 
troops of the Pope, and combined Euroiie ; for the 
declaration made at Rome is merely a combuiation 
of what are called the great powers.:- 

“ Alas ! whilst the wise conducted themselves in 
this manner, the rash and foolish, amongst whom 1 
should consider myself honoured in being num- 
bered, resisted, and resisted with very inferior forces. 
And let it not be said, they ottered no defence — 
that they did not fight : such an assertion would 
be to join calumny and falsehood to the slight in- 
terest which has been manifested in their behalf. 
Blood was shed; more, perhaps, than we imagine ; 
for all the statements have not yet come to our 
knowledge. 

“ I do the government justice in saying, that 
when they heard of this misfortune, they despatched 
a courier to do all that was in his power ; but 1 
must add, that the only means of re-establishing 
tranquillity in that country, and of preventing Ro- 
magna from being deplorably subjected and dis- 
tracted, is to secure to it free institutions — to pre 
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serve, more particulaiiy, its civic guard, which 
alone can maintain public order against the dspre- 
dations which will be excited there from Rome 
and other places. In a word, it is by liberty alone 
that you can repair the evils which have arisai. 

“ I am of opinion, therefore, that the most 
formal disavowal of the declaration, made at Bome^ 
and the influence of France to secure the Roma* 
gnans a sincere and imrestrained liberty, are the 
best means (tf repairing the disasters under which 
they groan.” . 

The keeper of the seals, in defending the con- 
duct of the ministry in the affairs of Italy, having 
said, that it was generous on the part of the ge- 
neral to wish to establish everywhere the French 
charter and national guard — but that in respect to 
foreign countries, we could offer nothing more 
than advice,-— Greneral Lafayette replied in these 
terms : — 

” I have no inclination to trespass on the time 
of the chamber ; it is, however, impossible for me 
to suffer one of the assertions of the minister of 
justice to pass without making a reply. It would 
seem, from what he has said, that we have had 
only advice to give. We have, nevertheless, de- 
clared here, in this tribune, on the bench of minis- 
ters :~-in short, everywhere that we would not suf- 
fer the intervention of Austria, in the affairs of 
Italy, and that we would be faithful to our system 
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'Hon-intervention. We have declared it to all 
the powers— we have made it known to their am- 
bassadors, and also to our own. We have not kept 
our promise — ^we have, then, failed in sincerity to 
ourselves ; for our honor required that we should 
keep the promises which we hid made. In con- 
fiding in these manifestations, the Italian patriots 
have done us greater honour than we deserve; 
for they believed we should be faithful to our own 
declarations. I regret being under the necessity of 
recurring to this subject ; but, I repeat, 1 am com- 
pelled to it by the assertion of the keeper of the 
seals. 

“ I only wished to speak, (and I explained my- 
self frankly,) on the steps taken near the court of 
Rome, and the declarations made at this tribunal, 
that measures had been taken to secure the liberty 
of the Romagnans, and for the Roman states en- 
joying, at least, the rights which they had before 
the congress of Vienna, and before that unhappy 
and disastrous period at which an infamous conspi- 
racy of the powers against' the human race was 
formed. It is not less true, that trickery is 
manifest in all this. The Romagnans have not 
obtained what was said to have been granted them. 
Every person who is acquainted with that country, 
can say so ; the liberation of the prisoners detained 
at Venice, although the French government has not 
relaxed in its demands, has not even been obtained. 
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A number of these pritoners, I repeat, is, at pre- 
sent before special commissioners at Milan. I 
am inclined to believe, that in this second afl^r, 
the government of the King has been deceived. 

“ I have rendered ample justice to the govern- 
ment ; I have gii^ them my thanks for having 
done, at this moment, all that vras in their power 
to soften the horrors of this counter-revolution j but 
I conceived it incumbent upon me to inform them 
that it was their duty — that it concerned the honor 
of the French nation — publicly to disavow the de- 
claration which has gone forth in its name. This 
resemblance, this homogeneous fonn of language 
of the French ambassador, with the principles of 
the holy alliance and congress of Vienna, are un- 
worthy of a government that emanates from the 
revolution of July, and from the barricades — and I 
think I do the government a service by allowing 
them an opportunity of making this disavowal.” 

All sympathy for Poland had forsaken the heart 
of the government. It would seem that the more 
the misfortunes of this heroic people increased, the 
more the conduct of the ministers became towards 
them harsh and vexatious. The frightful disaster 
of Warsaw, instead of rousing in them any of those 
generous sentiments which had burst forth frcun 
the bosom of the nation, seemed only to have been 
a fresh signal of persecution against those illustri- 
ous remains of the holiest of causes. To some, who 
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were anxious to escape by flight from the knout of 
the Muscovite, passports were refused ; to others, 
the rank of office, which the national government 
had conferred on them, was an object of contention 
because some few sous, more or less, attached to 
anchor such a grade. “ Was it,” the clerk of the am- 
bassador coldly enquired, “ before or during the as- 
sault of Warsaw, that you were named lieutenant 
or captain ? Was the ink, with which yuur com- 
mission was written, dried by the canon of Qros- 
chow, or that of Praga ? Was the Rushian, one, 
or thirty leagues from the walls of Warsaw, when 
your country decorated you with the insignia, still 
black with powder, which I perceive upon your 
shoulder ? Let us examine minutely ; for if, when 
you were made officer, Paskewitch could discern the 
smoke of your dwellings, you are, according to the 
government, constituted by the barricades of July, 
only a soldier, to whom France owes no other asy- 
lum than a barrack, and no other charity than a 
ration" 

Then, on their arrival upon our frontiers, all 
these unfortunates were driven.back, as if infected 
with a plague, from the roads to Paris, and di- 
rected to places, where, it was supposed, their scars 
and noble misery would And the least sympathy. 

These vexations, odiously gratuitous, had pro-^ 
duced in France a general indignation, when, in 
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the discussion of the budget, the minister omne 
forward to ask the chamber for an allowance of 
600,000 francs for the relief of Spanish, Italian and 
other rt^gees. This demand gave rise to a warm 
discussion, daring which M. Mauguin placed ttik>n 
the bmeau a petition from the Polish refugees 
requesting to be admitted into the legions orga^ 
nized under the national standard. It is easy to 
conceive what a ferment this petition occasioned 
amongst the doctrinaires. M. Dupin, in a speech 
which a deputy qualified as the language of the Ho- 
ly>Alliance, sustained tliat it was asking France to 
abdicate her nationality — that the constitution, laws 
and all the advantages of the political association 
were reserved for the natives— that the Poles came 
amongst us as conquerors, dictating to us laws 
and considering themselves as a people in the nddst 
of a people, whilst they ought to invoke in their 
favour the simple benefit of the right of nations. 
And was there not a great number of those pro- 
scribed persons who abused the title of exiles 
into France for the purpose of mingling themselves 
with the civil troubles of the country, to disturb 
the populace and foment disorders ? 

Lafayette could not remain insensible to so 
many outrages against the children of Poland. > 

“ I shall reply,” said he, “ in only a few words 
to the species of denunciation which has just, been 
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nuide from this tribune, and say that if there are fo> 
feigners who take part in these conspiracies they 
must be named. 

In the mean time we have sacred duties to 
folfil towards foreigners of several nations. Re> 
call to mind what Spain was when the French ar- 
my entered it ; it was.tranquil, order reigned and 
civilization was making progress. The French 
army went there to destroy that civilization, and 
to raise again the despotic and sanguinary throne 
of Ferdinand VII. I shall not recall to mind the 
murders and crimes committed since that period, 
and which have been followed by the abominable 
massacre recently perpetrated.* 

“ When the Spanish refugees came into France, 
do you suppose that there was not some parti- 
cular duty to be observed towards them ? Do 
you think that they were mere travellers to whom 
yon should refuse the rights of hospitality as the 
orator who has just descended from the tribune 
has affirmed ? These advantages belong to every 
one and there are certain natural rights of which 
foreigners ought not to be deprived. 

As for Italy, I spoke some days ago of that 
pontifical army which has just entered Romagna 
under the auspices of a new Holy-Alliance, of 

* Alluding to the assasaination of General Torrijoi and thirty 
other protcribed persons. 
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which the French government formed a part. 
Do you know what was its first act ? It was 
to sack a church and to make a mark of the 
holy vase to fire at; You know besides all the 
murders of which it has been guilty. 

“ I shall not enter into the details, for of 
those I shall be able to .speak in the discus- 
sion of foreign affairs. Nevertheless I shall ob- 
serve in respect to Italy, that upon the faith 
of the amnesty you sent back many Italians 
to their country ; and do you imagine that among 
those who have just been massacred there were 
not some who had returned to Italy through con- 
fidence in your promises of amnesty ? There are 
still men towards whom we have sacred duties to 
fulfil and a reparation to make -. I say reparation 
without adding any thing to it — you know to what 
1 would allude. 

“ As to the Poles, you have all in this place 
answered for the nationality of Poland. Alas ! 
where is that nationality. Poles come to you ; 
remember it is your duty to make as many of 
them come as possible. I am inclined to think 
that the government sends aid and facilitates the 
means of their arrival ; for every Pole whom you 
bring is snatched from Siberia and the scaf- 
fold ; and observe above all, that it is the heroic 
Polish army, which has received just praise, has 
preferred expatriation rather than submission to 
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the yoke of its oppressors, that we hesitate to 
form into Polish battalions. 

“ Yes, gentlemen, it is our duty to draw here 
the greatest number possible of those heroic soU 
diers who were to have been the advanced guard of 
Russia against us. But as I have already stated 
on another occasion, this advanced guard has 
turned against the body of the army, imd averted 
the war which' threatened us! This was at first 
denied ; but 1 have ]>rovcd it ; and it is acknow* 
ledged.” 

The president of tlie council having made from 
his place a sign of disapprobation, 

“ Do you still doubt Mr. President of tlie Coun- 
cil, that Russia had the intention of making war 
upon us? The Poles have averted the war from 
you, that war which was so much apprehended 
and which it was so much our interest to avoid ; 
and certainly your gratitude ought to be great, 
it ought to be unbounded towards them. 

“ Under existing circumstances you cannot 
yourself refuse to form Polish battalions. A part 
of them ask to have a Polish standard. The 
sovereignty of the French people would not suffer 
any loss; and the nationality which you have pro- 
mised to the Poles would be again found under 
the standard which they would hear in France. 
And if 1 thought that the principle of national 
sovereignty would suffer from it, you know well 
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that I would not ask it. Besides it is only a se 
condary demand. 

“ In order to organize these Polish battalions, 
i would be necessary to modify the law in some 
degree as it respects foreign regiments in the ser- 
vice of France ; and you would inspire the whole 
nation with the liveliest enthusiasm. 

“ If you think that I exaggerate, ask not only 
their old comrades, but every generation of the 
French people, wherever the noble remains of the 
Polish army has passed; ask them if the name alone 
of a Pole has not awakened in them the liveliest 
sentiments? Fear not to form Polish battalions. 

** If there exist any foreign jealousy that can 
take umbrage at this, it would be another reason 
for insisting on this point; for there would be cow- 
ardice and a failing of French honour to yield to 
such exigencies. 

“ This is the demand which is made on you; I 
support it with all my power, and boldly declare 
that it will be supported by the whole of France.” 
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CHAPTER X. 

The** miaister avowRliU counter-revolutionary principles — I^Afayette 
brings to r^llection the principles of July — A dispute on this 
point between Lafayette and M. Casimir Pdricr— He refutes 
the accusation directed {against the opposition of having given 
bad advice to foreign patriots— The part which our soldiers 
acted uu Italy. 


The chamber proceeded in the diticussion of 
the budget. The ministerial committee, named 
by the bureau, hurried through the financial ope- 
rations with a rapidity so scandalous that the 
discussions of the Chamber offered no interest 
except in the political explanations to which the 
firmness of the opposition each day constrained 
the ministry. These explanations rendered con- 
spicuous the errors which had been committed by 
a system that was nairow-minded, grovelling, un- 
generous, and unpatriotic, and also the evil which 
it had produced and the embarrassments wliich 
it entailed on itself for the future. 

2 A 


VOL. II. 



354 


MEMOIRS 


These last debates impressed on the termination 
this session a character which will distinguish 
it in history as the most lamentable obstacle that 
has retarded in France the inarch of liberty and 
civilization. One and twenty months have elapsed 
since the revolution of July, and the throne, based 
on that glorious event, announced in triumph that 
it had just been admitted in the alliance of the 
great powers. ' This was the mission of the thir> 
teenth of March; but was it also the destiny of 
France? And at what price moreover had the mi- 
nistry fulfilled this sad mission? It was, not enough 
to have as.sisted with arais in hand at the funerak 
of Poland, the nationality of which' Louis Philippe 
had guaranteed in the discourse at Uie opening of 
the session ; it was not enough to have given Bel- 
gium to England, and tq have allowed the 
lilierties of Italy to be exterminated; it was 
not enough to have beheld without emotion 
the sufferings of the .patriots, to have thm. ar- 
rested on our frontiers, harrassed upon qur terri- 
tory, and insulted at the tribune; but it was ne- 
cessary even in sight of the hecatombs of Warsaw 
for the ministry impudently tq declare that France 
had done for Poland all that she cquld, and , all, that 
she ought to do. And then said the minister it is to 
you, it is to this memorable session that ought to be 
attributed the honour of having made the i^qlption 
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of July triumph in the interior without reactions, 
without exceptionable measures; in the exterior 
without war, without sacrifices'* 

And this bitter derision he himself permitted 
amidst enormous charges, complots, and civil war, 
which within had already so deeply compromised 
that revolution; and concessions, weaknesses, hu- 
miliations, which without made him undergo in 
the bosom of an insecure peace all the burdens of 
a war the most disastrous to the public fortune. 

This was not yet all. M. Pdrier wished before 
the termination of the session to resume all the 
task of government in respect to the object of the 
revolution of July, and the result which ought to 
emanate from it. The minister then declared 
haughtily from the tribune, that ail the revolution 
had in view, and the consequences resulting from 
it was to secure the triumph of tlie parliamentary 
opposition which had existed for fourteen years 
against certain ministers of the restoration. We 
see that from the quasi-legitimacy the doctrinaires 
vrere rapidly arrived at complete legitimacy ; for 
M. B^er took care to add lest any one should be 
deceived as to the nature of his principles, that be- 
fore taking oath to the received charter he had al- 
ways remained faithM to that oath — faithful to the 
government of the foreigner. In a word, he re- 
mained positive, and even avowed, that the revo- 

2 A 2 
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lution of July had been given to men who had 
only made part of the i^estoration. 

Lafayette again brought to mind the disacknow- 
ledged principles of the revolution of July, and 
qualified with singular justness the system of the 
quasi-legitimists, for whom those three great days 
were reduced to that evening, during which the re- 
traction of the ordonnances, and a frank and sincere 
return to the charter of Louis XVIII was proposed 
as the only expiation of the blood of six thousand 
citizens. 

“ Gentlemen,” said the general, “ the princi- 
pal organ of the government yesterday repeated, 
that the revolution of July was merely the accom- 
plishment of the principles and intentions of the 
opposition under the reign of the existing charter. 

” Now, gentlemen, these assertions, these in- 
terpolations, these definitions give a formal nega- 
tive to assertions, definitions and engagements, 
which it is neither my duty, nor does it concern my 
honour to regard as a personal fact. 

” It is incorrect, gentlemen, to declare that the 
revolution of July was subsequently divided into 
two systems, issuing from one source. Doubtless, 
at the moment of the revolution, there was not a 
mind so preoccupied, there was not a political 
fiction so tenacious, as, that the sentiments of 
enthusiasm and of a future time should be intro- 
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duced in the narrow circle of the doctrines of the 
restoration. 

“ But the revolution of July, gentlemen, is the 
national sovereignty ; it becomes the base, and the 
vital principle of our existence; it is the whole of 
the French people arming themselves to a man, 
and democratically naming their officers; it is 
the tri-coloured standard throwing down the stan- 
dard of legitimacy, the reigning dynasty, the prin- 
ciple of its granted charter; it is, in short a return 
to the ideas, principles, sentiments, and hopes of 
89 . 

“ Well! gentlemen, it must be confessed, these 
essential elements of the revolution of July, each 
time, during sixteen years, that we would willing- 
ly have recalled them, had been repulsed, despised, 
declared visionary and dangerous by the suppor- 
ters of the restoration and of the granted charter. 

“ I also acknowledge, gentlemen, that it was 
not without foresight, without design, that these 
essential elements were, in the first instance, in 
the name of the conquering people, proclaimed, 
established, put out of the reach of danger, before 
the secondary combinations of royalty and the le- 
gislature had had opportunity to modify and dis- 
joint them. 

“ The natural results of these first principles, 
the exacted debt of the revolution of July, arc re- 
gistered in the ameliorations presented by the new 
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charter : the initiative right, restored to the cham- 
bers, the jury, in political matters connected with 
the press, the promise of liberty of instruction, 
equality of religious worship, and the abolition of 
the hereditary peerage. 

“ It is not then correct to say that the revolu- 
tion has been but the accomplishment of the prin- 
ciples and wishes of the opposition under the 
granted charter. What is actually the fact ? It is 
that the men of July, whose popular notions most 
strongly sympathized with this revolution, and 
whose confidence in the national masses had been 
still augmented by their admiration for the sublime 
conduct of the population of the barricades, were 
anxious to proceed in the enlarged views which 
the revolution had opened before them; but they 
even saw in them the means of most speedily es- 
tablishing the union of liberty with public order; 
for, if there has been some perversity in those who 
have pretended to believe that we did not ardently 
wish for public, personal, and individual security, 
and also for the security of popular industry, there 
has also been, I must say, a strange blindness, 
and a great want of memory in those who -have 
allowed themselves to be imposed upon by such as- 
sertions, whilst the men who had always seen the 
hem idifai of a political system in the restoration 
with its granted charter, were naturally desirous 
to return within its limits. And, as we have been 
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told from this tribune that our opinions arc but 
the dregs of the errors of 89 , we may with equal 
justice reply, that the errors to which we are op- 
posed are but the dregs of the bad habits and bad 
doctrines of the empire and of the restoration. 

“ If there is a repugnance to admit that the re- 
volution of July and the late regime arc two total- 
ly different tilings, I may say opposed in their 
principles and results, if it is pretended that it was 
for the principles of the other charter that the 
blood of six tliousand brave men was spilt, and 
that to have re-established those principles would 
have sufficed, this is in truth to transform our 
three glorious days of July into that night during 
which it was proposed to retract the ordinances, 
and to return with frankness and sincerity to the 
charter of Charles X.” 

Treating of the ambassadors in the discussion on 
the budget, Lafayette urged, that most of our di- 
plomatic errors proceeded chiefly from their desire, 
after a revolution teeming with the national sove- 
reignty, liberty, and equality, to refer to opinions 
and circumstances altogether opposed to ours. He 
asserted that there was not a word of truth in the 
accusation, of a desire to excite a war, which had 
been brought by the partisans of government 
against those who did not agree in their opinions. 
It was not war that these demanded, but that no- 
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Ue and digiu6«d tone, in accordance with the ze- 
volution of July, which had been successfully 
adopted in the first moments (rfthat revxdntian.. 

In approving the Belgic expedition^ Lafayette 
expressed regret that France, already onhorrassed 
hy the protocoling influence, had ncd made a longer 
sojourn in Belgium, as the presence of our army 
muld have gone farther towards settling ths t^airs 
of that country than a dozen protocols. He could 
not but think, that if we had declared, for in* 
stance, that our soldiers should not quit the coun- 
try till the citadel of Antwerp was evacuated, that 
fortress would not have been at this moment un- 
der the influence of Dutch cminon, and that after 
having excluded our diplomatists from the discus- 
sions as to which of the fortresses should he de- 
molished, it was strange that the four great powers, 
ow* allies, should think of commencing with iHu- 
lippeville, which had nothing in common with 
those erected as a check against Frmce. 

In reproaching England with her coldness re- 
specting Poland, Lafayette did not neglect the op- 
portunity to tie our government by the recollection 
of a soleinn engagement. “ The chamber,” said 
he, “ as well as the King and the government, has 
bound itself in honour,: not to permit the Ptflish 
nationality to perish. God forbid that I ahould 
believe either of those parUea capable of weidaiew. 
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and I depend upon their faith in redeeming their 
word.” 

The ministry had suggested that the French 
patriots had given to the Poles the bad advice to 
shake the yoke of their tyrant. Lafayette re- 
pulsed this idea which seemed to imply that petty 
ambitimn had been the ground work of those great 
patriotic and national emotions which we have 
seen burst forth in various parts of Europe, espe- 
cially Poland, since the ignition of the electric 
spark by the revplution of July. “ But,” added 
he, ” if they have received bad advice, it should 
rather be referred to those timid counsels of which 
1 have frequentiy spoken in this chamber, and 
which caused it to be signified to them through the 
Polish legation, and under the dictation of the 
French government, that in two montlis their af- 
fairs would be satisfactorily arranged, and that 
they must hold out till that time.” 

Lafayette adjured the government' to repair at 
least a portion of its wrongs towards Poland, by 
gjving instructions to our ambassador at Berlin, 
to require that the Prussian government should 
no longer arrest or ill treat the Poles, when tliey 
supplicated not to be replaced under the dominion 
of the knout, but to be allowed the liberty to seek 
amongst us that ho^itality which Friince was una- 
,nimous in ofimng them. 
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Lafayette rose once more to censure the part 
which our soldiers played in Italy, where the P<^ 
treated them as Stfracena and Vandals, whilst the 
ambassador of the Fnmce of July signed, in con- 
cert with the representatives of the Hody Alliance, 
that unworthy manifesto by which <the patriotic 
Italians were enjoined to subndt unres^edly to 
the army of brigands, which the Holy See had 
let loose against the legation, and to bow, without 
murmur, under the tyrannical decree of the Car- 
dinal Albani. If our troops were not landed in 
Italy to insist that the inhabitants of Romagna 
should at length enjoy their rights, and that the 
Austrians should evacuate Romagna, Parma and 
Modena, Lafayette^ entreated the government to 
inform the chamber for whom and against whom, 
for what and against what objects our soldiers 
were at this momen|: at Ancona. 

Lafayette also demanded that an end should at 
length be put to the unhappy state of things at 
present existing in Greece, and above all that 
pains should be taken to detach that country from 
the Russian empire, which from the time of Cathe- 
rine, had incessantly exerted itself to beguile its 
unfortunate people. He concluded by soliciting 
the interest and support of government in favour 
of the generous enterprise of the Portuguese, who 
struggle, at the moment these lines are written to 
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snatch their country from the execrable tyranny of 
Don Miguel, that worthy brother of the King of 
Spain; for, said Lafayette, there it as much fra. 
termty of feeling in their biography, as there it re. 
Idticnship betwctfn their families. 
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CHAPTER XL 

Tlie Cholera bursts out— The deputies alarmed — Last acts of the 
Session — The most important laws voted without examination 
— One only law, a law of proscription, undergoes a legislative 
discussion — ^The battles of Lafayette against the law. 

The scourge which for five months had deci- 
mated France, at last burst forth at Paris. After 

«L. 

having reaped a large harvest amongst the lower 
classes, the cholera began to seize upon victims 
from all ranks in sopiety.. Nevertheless the most 
independent citizens, the most eminent functiona- 
ries, made it a point to remain at their posts. In 
the midst of these afflicting circumstances, France 
had a right to expect from her representatives an 
example of impassibility and courage. She might 
have hoped tliat in the alarm which engrossed the 
public mind, our deputies would have found cause 
for bringing to their labours an accession of calm- 
ness, of uprightness, of steadiness ; for proving 
that a transitory calamity had no power to de- 
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range the regularity with which the affairs of state 
are conducted; and for encouraging the terrified 
population, by a dignified and manly presence. 
The slightest feeling of the propriety attached to 
their exalted station, social and political, would 
have induced the deputies to present the country 
with a spectacle, the popular infiuence of which 
would have been immense: the opportunity was 
grand, it was unique ; they had not the fortitude 
to appreciate it, and the tribunes fied before the 
epidemic. 

The blow which struck MM. Pdrier, Lamarque, 
and some other distinguished deputies, was the 
signal for a disgraceful sauve qui peut, in the mo- 
ment that death hovered equalLy over all. 

From this hour, reports of commissions lay 
heaped upon reports, laws upon laws, and the 
ministry left to itself, carried through this cham- 
ber desolated by fear, almost »as many triumphs 
as the cholera carried off of sick ; to such an ex- 
tent indeed, as to produce the remark from a pa- 
triotic journal, that the laws which issued from 
this extraordinary session, ought to be separately 
classed in the bulletin of the laws, under the de- 
nomination of cholera-laws, to be provisionally 
executed, till from having been newly discussed 
and voted in the next session, they shall have ob- 
tiuned a definitive character. 

It was thus, for example, that were successively 
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smuggled through, the law upon the whale fishery, 
without even the trouble of consulting the cham- 
ber, whether they would adopt the original pro- 
ject of the government, or the project modified by 
the tardy procla'^ation of the ministry ; the law 
upon promotion in the army, the chamber of 
peers having rejected the amendment by the cham- 
ber of deputies, which put some check upon mi- 
nisterial arbitration m the choice of officers ; the 
law upon the pay of the veterans ; the law upon 
the reform of the penal code ; the articles of which 
were declared accepted without a single person 
rising either for or against them ; the law upon the 
appropriation of 1,500,000 francs for the expenses 
of the secret police, carried with breathless haste ; 
finally, that most important law, which nullifies 
almost all the others, the law of the unappropriated 
receipts, carried in two sittings ! And all this in 
the midst of the noise and confusion, which but 
for the sadness of the occasion would have been 
laughable, of orators, of reporters, of secretaries, 
rising and speaking pell mell to the tribune, and 
voting en masse. 

It might be said in short that that spectre the 
cholera, had hastened the elective chamber to 
the close of this melancholy and disastrous ses- 
sion in shameful terror, when suddenly she ap- 
peared to awake, for the purpose of twminating it 
in the unpopularity of a. measure, the most cruelly 
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exceptionable. Tlie ministry came to propose to 
the trembling centres tlie • adoption of the law 
against, foreign refugees. This time, however, the 
general had beaten up the faithful to the scrutiny ; 
all the ministerial dependents were convoked ; the 
sitting was tumultuous, important ; and wortliily 
crowned a session, which history will rank amongst 
the most unfortunate. 

The ministry of the 13th of March had seen 
with extreme discomposure, the lively and patrio- 
tic sympathies with which the populations of the 
frontiers had received the; noble wreck of the Po- 
lish army. They feared that the mighty Nicolas 
would take odence, and possibly also, that the 
presence of tlicse brave men would maintain in 
France tlie generous sentiments of liberty. The 
ministry were anxious therefore, to place these 
noble strangers under an exceptionable legislation, 
by the help of which they might watch them, sur- 
round them, banish them as condemned criminals. 
For this purpose in the midst of human misery, 
which displayed itself in melancholy spectacles 
around us, and at a time when so much public 
calamity, ought to have opened their hearts to 
feelings of affectionate sympathy, these lord 
koepci^S of France, had the pitiable courage, to 
pome und .demand against these unfortimate pros- 
cribed. beings,: already decimated by the rod of a 
t^y.f'ant, a. law of ill usage, an abominable law, of 
which the restoration itself, would not have dreamt 
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in its most gloncmsly despotic days^ it was the 
edict of proscription of the 28tb vend^miaire, year 
6, exhumed from the chests of the director, 
where it had fallen into Uie desuetude of ocmtempt,: 
to smite the peaceable refugees of 1831. It has 
been already observed, that this law^ will prove to 
M. Barthe what the law of love (hi d'amo/wr)^ was 
to M. Peyronnet ; his name will descend with it 
to posterity j it is his title to glory. 

A discussion sustained with disgraceful inferio- 
rity was followed by a still more disgraceful vic'- 
tory. But the opposition nobly sustained this last 
combat. Lamarque, Pag^, and Odillon-Barrot 
met the question onrits political side, with a ’lofty 
expansion of views, and an exquisite generosity of 
sentiment. Lafayette, faithful to the inspirations- 
of his whole life, painted in the most lively colors 
the misfortunes of Poland, the tendency of Ger- 
man nationality, the sympathy of the people for 
men of patriotic affections, who were pursued by 
the hatred and suspicions of arbitrary power, the 
simple and cordial hospitality of the. towns and 
hamlets of our frontier. 

After recognising the existence of national rights, 
which imply in certain respects an inferimaty an 
foreigners, Lafayette proved that prior, to these 
political rights there exist natural rights.iuherent 
in society, and of which neither a particular na^ 
tion, nor all nations united, can without injustice 
deprive an individual. 
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" There are,” said he, “ rights of which no 
one can be deprived, and which are not dependent 
upon the circumstances of nationality. It is im- 
portant not only to foreigners, but also^o the ci- 
tizens of a free state, that these rights should not 
be violated with respect to any persons whatsoever 
by arbitrary acts. 

“ Certainly you will think with me, that liberty 
of conscience, judicial guarantees, the right of 
expressing one’s opinions, and of coming and go- 
ing, are amongst those I have described, and of 
which consequently we should not deprive fo- 
reigners. 

" Besides, gentlemen, I think, and have long 
since said, that the revolution would not be really 
ended, that the career of political changes would 
not be closed, till we have exploded that arsenal 
of revolutionary and counter-revolutionary laws, 
that we are all agreed on proscribing in the mass, 
but which are afterwards resuscitated in detml, 
whenever one of th^ can be made to serve the 
interests of the party in power for the time being. 

“ Among these laws I reckon that of the year 
6, of which advantage is now taken, a very anti- 
republican law, in my acceptation of the word, 
thoi;^h enacted under a republican government. 

This law had for* its excuse, (a bad excuse in 
my opin^ion), that it was applied to adversaries, the 
enemies of French liberty." 

2 B 
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Lafayette blamed the expulsion of some £ng' 
lishmen, who had entered themselves among the 
Trappists of La Meilleraye, and which had been 
represented as a measure of wise and good admi- 
nistration. “ Do not,” said he, “ mistake hsursh- 
ness for strength, and tyranny for power, and the 
Trappists of La Meilleraye, will be no more dau- 
gerous to you, than the Jesuits of George Town, 
are to the government of the United States.” 

He then passed in review the duties which 
France had to fulfil towards the Spaniards, from 
whom, by the most guilty of wars, she had wrest- 
ed their liberty and their country; towards the 
Poles, whose nationality the King and chamber 
had guaranteed upon their honor ; towards the 
Italians, who were in France only because they 
believed, because they did us the honor to confide 
in, what was declared from the tribune by the 
president of the council and the minister for fo- 
reign affairs, upon our system of non-interven- 
tion. And these duties of France towards all 
these proscribed patriots, he represented as ren- 
dering the j>ropo.sed law more especially infamous. 

Lafayette traced the picture of those cruelties, 
which in breach of faith the Russians had inflicted 
on the unfortunate Poles. “ This breach of faith, 
these abominable cruelties,” said he, “ have 
merited for the Emperor of Russia, not the title 
of despot, it belongs to his avocation, but that 
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of tyrant, which I feel myself justified to give 
him here, because no motive of diplomatic con- 
venience will ever prevent my calling things 
and men by their proper names.” 

He referred to the guilty violence by which 
Austria and Prussia prevented the Polish soldiers 
from reaching the hospitable soil of France. 
“ What I am saying,” added he, ” does not apply 
to Germany ! once escaped from Austria and 
Prussia, the Poles were every where received with 
a noble and generous hospitality. 

” They experience the benefits of this new di- 
rection which German nationality is taking ; that 
respectable nationality which, notwithstanding all 
that has been said, is as dear to France, as to 
CJermany herself. 

” There they find all the sympathies which 
meet them on the soil of France, which they ex- 
perience so many difficulties in reaching, that 1 
ask again of the ministers, by what means they 
have given them to understand that the koil of 
France is hospitable to them.” 

He represented the measures adopted against 
the Poles as incompatible with the national will, 
with that will which ought to be the rule of govern- 
ment. “ That will evidently is,” continued he, 
” that you should receive them as brothers, and 
that you should do all in your power to relieve 
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them from the persecution and tyranny of which 
they are the victims elsewhere.” 

Already, at this period, the project w'hich the 
ministry has just now put in execution of forcibly 
conveying the Poles to Algiers, was spoken of. 
Lafayette who felt the necessity of guarding i^ainst 
such a scheme, took advantage of the report to 
tell the chamber, that having spoken of it to the 
minister of war, he had replied that the supposi- 
tion was false, that it was infinitely absurd, and 
that he had his authority to contradict it in the 
most unequivocal manner. Well ! three months 
have not elapsed since this ministerial denial, and 
already a detachment of four hundred Poles, who 
have not even been permitted, to touch the soil of 
France, is transported by us to the coast of Africa. 
And why this new annoyance ? Because the Rus- 
sian ministry, has, we are told, warned our ca- 
binet that some Polish soldiers, have professed 
that their purj)ose in proceeding to France was 
to overthrow the throne of Louis-Philippe ! such is 
the incredible pretence for a resolution which M. 
de Rigny has declared to be irrevocable. 

Lafayette, in alluding to the servility with 
which the government had obeyed the orders of 
the Pope in removing the tri-colored flag from 
the ramparts of Ancona, closed in the following 
terms his last parliamentary speech: 
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“If oar banner no longer floats over the walls 
of Ancona, it still floats at the head of our batta- 
lions ; and to the present time, its only result has 
been the abominable execution of the tyrannical 
decrees of Cardinal Albani, whom I can only com- 
pare with Bernetti ; I can make no distinction 
between them, for they are alike in my eyes. 
But at least, these unfortunate Itidians of the 
Roman states, whose prudent conduct has refuted 
all the calumnies which have been so industrious- 
ly spread against them, must obtain their insti- 
tution ; their civic guard must be restored to them, 
that only protection against the spoliation of which 
they have been the victims ; and 1 must repeat 
that it appears to me very extraordinary to see 
such methods ado])ted, as those whicii you pro- 
pose, with respect to the Italian refugees, who 
ought, on the contrary to iind so much sympathy 
and affection in France.” 

Tlie ministry terminated this discussion, so 
fraught with incidents and contradictions, by an 
incident which marked the abject state to which 
its policy was reduced. M. Barthe represented 
the principle of the non-surrender of the refugees, 
as a concession to the liberality of Louis-Philippe’s 
government. What did tliis government supj)ose 
for a moment that it was within its option to deli- 
ver the Poles to Russian executioners, and that 
all France would not have simultaneously risen to 
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oppose SO infamous a transaction t this is what 
confotinds the imagination. 

Such has been Lafayette’s political conduct from 
the day of his dismissal from the command of the 
national guards of France, to the close of the last 
legislative session. I have, however, omitted to 
notice one of the most important services, which 
this great citizen has rendered to the principle of 
equality. I mean the suppression demanded and 
obtained by him, of the article of. the penal code 
of tiie empire, which visited with* a correctional 
penalty the usurpation of any title of nobility, 
lliis suppression so consistent with the social opi- 
nions of Lafayette, must be considered as com- 
pleting the abolition of the privileges of the here- 
ditary uobiliQr in France, since henceforward, 
every one may assume on his own private autho- 
rity, tlie titles of duke, mar([uis, or baron. This 
is something in anticipation of better institutions. 

It may be observed that while the floating li- 
beralism of the men of the monopoly and of the 
double vote, gave way on all sides, while the 
hearts of so many liberals, whose civic virtues 
were recognised by France, trembled, the aged pa- 
triotism of Lafayette stood firm as the pharos of li- 
berty in the midst of that chamber, enervated by 
fear or undermined by corruption. 

In all these striking points of this long and di- 
sastrous session ; the address, the peerage, the 
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civil list, the. budget, and our foreign policy infil- 
trating itself through all our transactions ; we have 
seen him, faithful to his principles of half a cen- 
tury’s standing, combating inch by inch, from po- 
sition to position, the invasion of every species 
of aristocracy. Upon the holy dogma of the sove- 
reignty of the people ; a dogma, on which in his 
opinion, the interests, the wants, the civilization, 
the genius and the greatness of nations necessarily 
depend ; a dogma, in fine, with which he has im- 
pregnated all the great questions he has touched 
upon, and of which he has left on all minds, traces 
so profound that no human phrenzy will be able 
to efface them. 
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CHAPTER XIL 

The ministry watched by the Nation— Their ipopularitgr 

begins to desert them — ^They feel the necessity of a new dap,- 
trap for public opinion — Death and funeral of M, C. Pdrier— 
Death and funeral of Ijamarquc — Parallel — Distresl at tiie 
Tuilcries — Events of the 6 th and 6th of June— Condikt of 
Lafayette — Meeting of the Deputies in the evening of the 6th 
— ^The same in^the morning of tlic Afth— •‘'Conduct of Lafayette 
in these meetings — Interview pf Messieurs LafHtte, Arago» 
and Odillon-Barrot with the King— Report of what passed 
at the interview— The placing of Paris in a state of siege — 
Measure against Lafayette and Liii^itte— Lafayette remains at 
Paris, &c. 


Tub gates of the Palais Bourbon were dosed. 
The contest was actually closed for want of corn- 
hatants, an^ our panting and dismayed deputies 
had tdien refugn at their country seats ; these 
were,not yet visited by the cholera. 

Meanwhile, du^ng the almost half (^ntury that 
the revolutionary torrent had been overflowing 
France, never had a legislative campaign proved 



OK GENBRAL LAKAYETl’E. 


377 


SO fatal to the national interests of every denomi- 
nation: never had a chamber inflicted so' many 
wounds on the country. The wants, the wishes, 
the interests, the civilization, the greatness of 
France, ail had suffered derogation, and attaint 
in the withering grasp of the doctrinaires. And, 
remarkable fact! alarming i)henomenon eighteen 
months after the revolution of July ! the proceed- 
ings of this legislature sui yenms, no longer bore 
any relation wi^ the good or the evil accomplished 
by the preceding assemblies ; its acts were stamped 
with a character of originality, — a character abso- 
lutely prodigious in its kind. 

To explain: 

The imagination may be elevated by contemplat- 
ing the sangtAnary works of the convention, 
because the very crimes of the convention were 
marked by nationality, audacity, enormity the 
servility of the imp^ial senate may be invested 
with a bright side; for together with tyranny that 
senate adulated glory ; that glory whose marcli 
ovoiigsmed the human race and restored antiquity. 
In short,' there was. w infusion of grandeur in the 
democratic convulmons of the conventidh, as there 
might be of enthusiasm, and delirium in the doci- 
lity of the Napoleonic legislators to the mighty 
will of vioU^. 

But what particle of merit is discoverable, on 
the most attentive investigation, in tiic represen- 
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tatives of the France of July ? You may rub> and 
r&.rob this, impoverished specimen of humanity, 
it triU still present to view, only an anaclhronism 
with the age, a base denial of the march of human 
affairs, an inundation of dull passions, vulgar in- 
clinations, and that infirmity of lhtel]|ct yrhich 
characterized the Greeks of the Lower Empire, who 
when the religion of the Sabre was at the gates of 
Byzantium were engaged in stupidly, disputing 
whether the light on Mount Taboj. was created or 
uncreated. 

Such has been in some sort the moral and 
physical constitution of the two sessions • which 
have stifled in the bud the hopes of the revolution. 
The principle of national sovereignty, civil and 
))olitical liberty, individual liberty', liberty of the 
Press, the independence of justice, agriculture, 
commei'ce, industry, science, the fine arts, the 
rights of men, the glory of o^r arms, the national 
independence, enthusiasm, honor, dignity, patrio- 
tism, all has degenerated, all ijs tarnished by the 
breath of the two legislatures by which the fortunes 
of France have been depresse^. 

By this'^time the fears, distrusts, and sinister 
rumours which for twenty months past had been 
spread and fostered by authority, had thrown out 
the most rational conjectures upon ^e national 
destinies. The popular credulity had been attacked 
on so many points ; the alarths of the people had 
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be^ excited for such important interests, that, 
tosSed to and fro between dread of republican 
terror on the one hand, and of the yoke of the 
Empire on the other, misled by a false represen- 
tation of the desires of the patriots, it was long 
before they detected the abyss which the men of 
calumny and blasphemy were opening beneath 
their feet. 

But no sobner did the lotjuacity of the doctri- 
nmres allow room for the exercise of reflexion, and 
for the substitution of facts for words, than a 
speedy reaction was operated upon the public 
mind. The most indifferent observers perceived 
that the citizen monarchy now subsisted only upon 
the customs apd usages of legitimacy ; that the 
sole result of the revolution had been to recreate 
a king such as are all kings ; the magistracy such 
as it was ; a budget almost double any former 
budget, the assessment of taxes, the codes, the 
monopolies, the army and the church, such as 
they were ; and in short, that all that France had 
achieved by forty-five years revolutionary tortures, 
three days of gigantic conflict, and two thousand 
five hundred millions of contributions, paid in 
twenty months, reduced itself toiieither more nor 
less than a new edition of the Capetian system, 
differently bound, and adorned with commotions, 
conspiracies, civil wars, hecatombs, and prostra- 
tions at the feet of the Holy Alliance. 
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A profound sentiment of regret for the past, and 
of anxiety for the future, then began« to penetrate 
all. hearts. The timid, but loyal citizens at length 
discovered that sovereignty was decidedly no 
longer capable of being reconverted to its original 
purity, and that its feeble hands wete powerless to 
restore to France her external dignity, or to com- 
pose the domestic animosities engendered by 
thoughts of usurpation, resistance, and civil war. 
Interested devotedness, affections biassed by lucre, 
hatred masked under the pressure of hands and 
embraces, which the restoration had extended 
from the exchange to the court ; cupidity, in short 
began to discern that pecuniary, like all other 
interests must rest on pillars capable of resistance 
and endurance ; that the existence of the system 
of the 13 th March was an outrage, against the con- 
sequences of which the country must sooner or 
later take measures of security ; a position radi- 
cally false, which a breath of the national will 
might overthrow ; a deviation from common sense 
in which no government whatsoever could long 
proceed ; a wrong, the redress of which could 
claim no gratitude from France, because when a 
people are to be conciliated it is in vain they await 
the moment of necessity. The stock-jobbing Phili- 
pists therefore began to grow rather lukewarm 
towards their chosen system, and to anticipate with 
terror the new series of events, with which the 
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blindness of the government might be preparing to 
swallow up their capital. 

The transactions at Grenoble ; the dissolution 
of tlie national guards in hve or six departments ; 
the armament at Marseilles ; the clandestine dis> 
embarkation of the Dubhess dc Berri on the shores 
of .Provence ; the culpable family delicacies which 
lent impunity to this enterprise, the undisputed 
passage of the Regent across our southern provin- 
ces, from the Mediterranean to the Atlantic ; 
commerce, industry, agriculture, all struggling 
under interminable oppression ; the insuirection in 
la Vendde; the nearly accomplished overthrow of the 
GreyMinistry,andthe perturbation which that event 
was on the eye of producing in the affairs of 
France ; Poland buried in the silence of death, 
and the grass growing in the streets of Warsaw, 
under the hoofs of the Cossacks’ horses ; Russia 
calling her reserves and concentrating her armies 
on the banks of the Rhine ; in the East, Austrian 
battalions inundating Bavaria, and afl the smaller 
states of the Germanic confederation in commotion 
and anxiety ; our handful of soldiers shut up ^in 
Ancona, and our national flag piteously rolled 
up in its case ; the armed attitude of Holland ; 
the interminable farce of the London conference ; 
a conclave of Russian and German generals as- 
sembled at Berlin ; in short the complication of 
events that agitated Europe, lacerating in all direc- 
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tions our sympathies and wounding our interests ; 
all these things at length began to work conviction 
even amongst the most apathetic that the cabinet 
of the Tuileries had at least lost all care for the 
welfare of France. 

As the parliamentary im{A*essions grew wsaker, 
the ministers felt the phantoms on which 
their existence rested; gradually, and one by one 
vanishing from under them, and their conventional 
popularity deserting them. Their adversaries 
pressed them the closer that facts every day arose 
to justify their attacks and legitimate their fears. 
Their very friends moderated their encomiums, 
because futurity was at hand, and because more- 
over, those men who are most greedy of power, 
who would seek it even through the dirtiest paths, 
never seriously attach themselves to an order of 
things which has no morrow. 

On the other hand, the publication of the re- 
monstrance, or compte-rendu, in which reserved ex- 
pression, but ill-conceived severity of judgment, in- 
creased the peqdexities of the ministry ; a hun- 
dred and fifty senatorial signatures, protesting, 
throughout all France, against the march of admi- 
nistration, aud pointing out to the King and the 
country the inevitable quicksand upon which the 
throne and the state were being driven by the most 
inconceivable and grotesque imbecility that the 
clamours of intrigue ever pushed to the head of 
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afiidrs ; the voice of those citizens who hold in the 
strongest detestation both licentiousness and .dea. 
potism, but who insisted on liberty ee their pro* 
perty, solemnly declaring to their constituents, that 
the men who governed France had knowingly pre- 
cipitated her from the majesty of the revolution 
into a labyrinth of the most miserable intrigues ; 
all these circumstanees opened tlie eyes of the go- 
vernment, and made them sensible that the cause 
of their ascendency over timorous spirits being ex- 
hausted, the effect could not be re-produced ; tliey 
saw, in short, that for them to sto]) was to perish, 
and to rest on the defensive, was to retreat. 

Such was the situation of aflairs when death 
summoned the man who was regarded us the per- 
sonification of the system of the 13th of March. 
M. Pdrier’s comrades saw in the funeral of the 
president of the council, an excellent opportunity 
for re-animating expiring aflections, and feigned an 
imposing manifestation of regret fur the loss of that 
minister, and of assent to the system, *the policy of 
which they were now become the inheritors. The 
national guard was therefore commanded to assist 
in the funeral pomp, and five thousand underlings 
of the various administrations received orders to 
appear in crape, and pour their lamentations over 
the tomb of the great man whose panegyric bad 
for three days been thundered forth by the treasury 
journals. Nothing that can tickle the curiosity of 
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the idlors in a great ci^ital was neglected by the 
funeral police of Hie juste-miUeu. Programmes,' an- 
nouncing the march of the procession, the number 
and stations of the civil and military corps that 
were to accompany it, were prodigally disseminated 
in all quarters of Paris. When the day arrived, 
the most magnificent weather concurred to attract 
the people to the funeral. But neither the charms 
of an imposing spectacle, nor the influence of an 
unclouded sky after a long winter, could revive in 
the popular heart an enthusiasm which the errors 
of the illustrious deceased had extinguished. The 
people, I speak not of the emissaries of government 
ofiices, remained mute, and retired with indiffer- 
ence from that pomp, out of which the wreck of 
the 13th of March would fain derive excuses for 
all"%he faults, apologies for all the fury of the mi- 
nister whom death had just returned to that no- 
tliingness, from which, for the happiness and glory 
of his country, he should never, perhaps, have been 
withdrawn. But M. P^rier is no more ; respect be 
with ashes ! And may the tomb, veiling for ever 
the fatal errors of the minister, leave behind him 
no other remembrance than that part of the deputy 
so long and courageously faitliful to the cause of 
liberty. 

Not many days afterwards an irreparable loss 
dismayed the country; — a national and immense 
loss — the full extent of which futurity will, perhaps 
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speedily reveal. A gallant soldier, who had lavish- 
ed lr.6 blood oil twenty battle-fields, whose heart 
beat only for that France which he served and ho- 
nored under all her vicissitudes of fortune ; one of 
the highest glories of the army, and of the tribune, 
an eloquent deputy, a skilful and loyal captain 
— Lamar(|ue died. 

Although for many weeks declared inevitable, 
this death produced in Paris the effect of a great and 
sudden calamity. It was not party spirit deploring 
the end of one of fhe most strenuous champions 
of public liberty ; it was not the soldiers of Italy, 
or of Waterloo ofiering homage to the ashes of him 
who on all occasions made it a sacred and cher- 
ished duty to challenge, their claims to the national 
gratitude, and to avenge the insults to which their 
old scars were so often exposed from triumphant 
cowardice ; it was not the new anny paying a tri- 
bute of gratitude to the memory of the noble general 
who honored its youthful courage with so much con- 
fidence and interest ; it was all well-disposed men, 
to whatever shade of opinion they belonged, who 
were desirous of discharging the del>t of national gra- 
titude towards the illustrious citizen who divided his 
life between the defence of the independence of 
France without, and that of her liberties within ; it 
was the patriots of all lands that came to shed tears 
over the coffin of the philosophic warrior, who, 
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emancipating himself from the bonds of too strict 
a nationality, always fought for the junction all 
the people in the same communion of liberty. The 
tears of police, and the sobs of command were un- 
necessary here. This funeral belonged to the peo- 
ple ; the popular grief was to constitute its only 
ornament and pomp. 

Had, however, a hundred and fifty thousand citi- 
zens, of all ranks and of all ages, been permitted to 
accompany, uncovered, the coflin of one of the 
chiefs of the opposition, and afterwards to retire to 
the silence of grief, what would have become of the 
ministry and the system, which Lamarque had a 
hundred times, and up to the last moment of his life, 
stigmatised with incapacity and want of principle ? 
How was such overwhelming testimony of the 
veering of public opinion to be resisted? And 
what was to become of the 13th of March, of the 
5th of June, elapsed without disorder and without 
victims ? How, again, was the assent of all honest 
men, and the fortunate concurrence of the national 
guard to be maintained, when it should be proved 
that the presence of these honest men, and the na- 
tional guard at the funeral of Lamarque, testified 
on the contrary their distaste for the political ene- 
mies of this chief of the national opposition ? In 
this case, if all the conditions of our representative 
system are not mere chimeras, if all sense of dc- 
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oeacy is not extinct in the government of elective 
monarchy, the ministry of the I3th of March was 
done up ! 

Now that the ministry before hand had measured 
the extent of tlie danger which menaced their ex- 
istence, nothing, not even their proverbial foUy can. 
leave room to doubt but that they had conceived, 
premeditated, and contrived the horrible i)rojecl of 
saving themselves by tnmsforming a funeral cere- 
mony into a horrible scene of carnage and desola- 
tion ; for this, certainty fails us. To Imtory, i)er- 
haps to contemporary history, it belongs to verify 
conjecture. I am but an historian; J relate, my 
readers will judge. 

Lamarque breathed his hist sigh on the 2nd of 
June, 1832. The very next day, tlie deputies pre- 
sent in Paris, the several patriotic clubs, the 
schools, the Vendeans, and the refugees ol’ all fo- 
reign nations nominated committees to concert to- 
gether the route of tlie funeral procession, and to 
determine the order in wliich these dilierent meet- 
ings should present themselves. Far from oppos- 
ing these measures published by all the journals, 
the authorities sent agents to the president of the 
society, Aid thyself and Heewen wiil aid thee,”) 
to come to an understanding with that honorable 
citizen respecting various details relating to the 
ceremony. Tuesday morning, the 5th of June, the 
moirt per^'t tranquillity reigned throi^hout the. 

2 c 2 
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capital, where nothing seemed to portend the san^ 
guinary drama which was to close that event^l day.. 
The sky was serene, and every thing promised 
that the beams of a glorious sun would irradiate 
the obsequies of the illustrious dead. 

As early as ten o’clock numerous groups of citi- 
zens made towards the Imulevards, the quarters ad- 
jacent to the house of mourning. These throngs 
were composed of Frenchmen of all classes, and 
principally of national guards in uniform. The 
entire capital was agitated by a sentiment of pro- 
found regret, and appeared anxious to salute with 
tlie last homage, the mortal remains of a great 
citizen who had fallen in the breach, in the defence 
of liberty. At eleven, the corpse of the deceased 
was ])laced on the funeral car, and after some con- 
fusion, inseparable from similar (ceremonies, it com- 
menced its march, drawn by patriots who dis- 
puted with each other the honor of such a burden. 
That multitude of natives aiul foreigners crowded 
in silence over a space more than a league in ex- 
tent, overshadowing with flags of twenty difterent 
kinds, the coflin of Lumar(|ue, and uniting in one 
common sentiment of respect and grief over the 
mortal remains of the faithful friend of all free men, 
oflered a magniticent spectacle. The procession 
began to move amidst cries of Vive la UbmtiJ 
Vive Lafayette ! 

' J shall advect but slightly to the incidents which 
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preceded the arrival of the cortege at the Place de la 
Bastille, the body of where Lainanpie was to receive 
the last adieus of it’s friends. These incidents are 
Confined to a brutal attack made by some town 
sergeants, upon a young man who was crying Vive 
la Llberte'! whom they dangerously wounded, 
■niose agents of the police were, however, saved 
from still more imminent danger, by the efibrts of 
that Parisian artillery which has just been dis- 
banded for the second time. The unbecoming »>b- 
stinacy of M. de Fitz-Jamc.s, in refusing to unco- 
ver, for several minutes, while a hundred thousand 
of his follow citizens were passing hat in hand 
under his windows, gave rise to another juauiies- 
tation of resentment which would have grown se- 
rious had not the noble Duke disapja a red. 

But there is an episode whi(,’h 1 ought to report, 
as one of the most remarkable characteristics of this 
solemnity: I mean the unpirmeditated idea of going 
to the triumphal column. It has been said that 
this procedure had la'cn previously planned. This 
is not true, and to satisfy oneself that it is not, it 
is sufficient to remember that if the project had 
been preconcerted the procession would have ]>ro- 
ceeded direct from the hotel ot‘ the deceased to the 
column instead of arriving there by a very cir- 
cuitous route Avithout object. The truth is that the 
idea of thisoA'ation Avhich, while the procession was 
in full march suddenly struck some lovers of tltc 
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old. French honour, was adopts by the deputies 
who supported the pall, for Marshal Clauael and 
General Lafayette were seen following the triuint>hal 
car arm in arm, and bareheaded making the tour 
of the column, amidst the applauses of the national 
guard, who saw with transport this homage paid 
to French glory. r* 

From this moment, nevertheless there was some 
ground of apprehension that a collision between 
the people and the authointies was contemplated 
by government. Whenever a military corps passes 
before a station, the troops of the latter should 
be called to arms. Why then, on the approach of 
the funeral of Lamarque, escorted by many de- 
tachments of the line, did the post of the staff, in- 
cluding the officer on duty retire within its branch? 
Was not this violation of military etiquette this 
gratuitous insult to the memory of a French Ge- 
neral, of a nature to irritate all minds and to pro- 
voke serious disorders ? Such indeed would have 
been its immediate result, if, taking warning by the 
indignation which began to express itself in me- 
naces, those in authority at this station had not 
determined to pay to the illustrious deceased the 
honours which were his due. This scene hoWNHrer 
sowed the seeds of irritation, and it was evident 
that a small spark would be capable of kindling a 
great conflagration. 

. Already all ranks were indignant at the bruMi 
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measure Yvhich had conlined the pupils ol' the Po- 
lytechnic sdiool to their hotel, debarring these 
brave young men of the satisfaction of offering a 
Iwt homage to the military virtues which should 
be their examples and guides. From this moment 
the cries of Vive la Liberty ! Honor to Lamarque ! 

. ^wn with the juste-miliiu ! were heard in the 
procession. But it was remarked that these cries 
principally proceeded from men unknown to the 
friends of liberty, and upon whom these latter in 
vain attempted to impose silence, by representing 
to them tluit in the present melancholy circum- 
stances the love of liberty c.ould be expressed only 
by grief. 

The project of forcibly transporting the remains 
of Lamarque to the Pantheon was also siioken of 
in the crowd, but this jiroject vehemently supported 
by individuals generally supposed to belong to the 
police, appeared to be abandoned, on the represen- 
tation made by the patriots that such had not been 
the last will of the General, and that indejien- 
dently of all other considerations, his will ought to 
be respected. 

Nothing however, yet announced the deplorable 
catastn^he in preparation ; and though the order 
of march originally arranged could not be strictly 
followed, the procession reached the Place de la 
Bastille without material interruption ; neither the 
leain . which fell in torrents, nor some vexations 
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arising out o£ the attack of the town sergeants of 
which I have already spoken havii^ been able to 
divert the multitude from the accomplishment of a 
religious and patriotic duty 

The hearse had passed Place de. la 

Bastille, streams of peoplet^iaressed towards the 
platform, from which several orations were to; ^. 
delivered, and around which flocked the nationZT 
guards and the students of the Polytechnic school ; 
the latter having, in defiance of the orders of their 
chief, fonned themselves to protect from the cu- 
riosity of the multitude tlie corpse, the invalid 
bearers of the ensigns, and the orators who were 
about to speak. 

Thei)eople were there, culm in the consciousness 
of strength, silent as grief; but already might -be 
seen many moved by the love of disorder mingling 
with them and seeking to agitate them in spite cfi' 
the eflbrts that the national guard and the friends 
of Lamarque made to repress them. Occasionally 
silence ap|)eared for an instant to be restored, when 
Marshal Clausel, in the name of the army, M. 
Mauguin, in the name of the chamber of deputies, 
deUvered speeches which were received with shouts 
of aj^lause. It was thus that some- years befiire 
the words of Casimir P^rier had bten received 
over the tomb of G^ral Foy, as also those of 
Lafitte and Lafayette over that of Manuel >* land 
even those of M. de Schonen, when he pronomaoed 
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in Uie honor of the illustrious deputy of La 
Vend^, an (^ration so violent, that no journal 
dared print it entire. 

M. Pons de THdrauit, the Polish general Umin* 
ski, the Nunc^^Lfsleweil and the Portuguese ge- 
neral Saldanha, invited to pay homage to the de- 
fender of their cause, successively read speeches 
Much were hailed with the most lively satisfac- 
tion. Lafayette solicited to s^ieak in his turn, ad- 
vanced near the estrade and in a short extempo- 
rary oration called the attention of the people on 
the one hand to the place where the Hastilo lor- 
merly stood, tliat spot, sodc'eply identified with the 
revolution of 1 789 ; on the otlier, t() the united and 
numerous assembling of tiie victorious people 
during the great week of 1830. He paid a warm 
tribute of respect to the standards, not of the kings, 
but of the people of Poland, Portugal, Spain, Italy 
and Germany which overshadowed the codin of 
Lamarque, and wliich he designated the offspring 
of our tri-coloured cockade. He concluded by en- 
treating the multitude who listened to him, to dis- 
perse peaceably and to do nothing to mar the 
remembrance of this eventful.day. And, as it had 
been in agitation, as 1 have already said to trans- 
pml the body of Lamarque to the Pantheon, La- 
fayette, immediately recommended the ])atriots to 
reapeettheintentionsof tbedcceased and the arrange- 
ments alr^y made by his family. This exhorta- 
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turn vras received with general assent the depu- 
ties retired, and the funeral ceremony having thus 
terminated, never had a more imposing, a more 
remarkable protest been made rag^nst a govern- 
ment and its system. 

A succession of the most unforeseen incidents 
was the cause of saving the juste-ndlieu. 

Among the diversified flags which, at the insU^ 
gationof the English, appeared in the procession, 
were seen two red standards, from the appearance 
of which, it would have been diflicult to have in- 
ferred premeditated design. One of these banners, 
which it is confidently asserted had been bought 
during the course of the procession was totally 
without inscription. The other bore upon it as a 
device. Liberty or Death, which in the former times 
of the revolution signified only, To live free or to die, 
a motto which Louis-Pliilippc as member of the 
club of jacobins for a long time wore on the but- 
tons of his coat, but which latterly and during the 
reign of terror, was translated Liberty or 1 kill 
thee ! 

The red cap, the bloody emblem of the terroiism 
of 1793 appeared suddenly amidst the obsequies of 
iAmarque, but not till the coffin had arrived at the 
Place d'Austerlitz that is to say, at the moment of 
the termination of the cerenaqnies, £ro:^, ^^lat 
revolutionary source, 9^Ust or Doctrinahrq, ha|i,it 
arjsen? Whatever it might be, this fearful mqtto 
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staidt^ed on one of the red flags, was carried for 
some minutes through the astonished crowd. 

That some aOatchiids may hav6 welcomed this 
demonstration .wiifh enthusiasm ; that some of the 
couronnes d'imrMiTtelles which were to be seen there 
as well as at all ceremonies of the kind, may have 
heen thrown at this flag — that inflammatory 
speeches, menaces, even against Lafayette may 
have been vociferated ; that the emissaries of difle- 
rent factions, amongst whom might be found the 
hired agents of the police, may have sought in the 
obsequies of Lainarque, an occasion for disorder 
and anarchy, are facts beyond a doubt, and upon 
which the process that is now instituted, uhhappily 
imposes a reserve which nothing, not even the i^ire- 
rogative of the historian, ])ermits me to lay afflde. 

' But that w'hich is most probable, and which 
the judicial investigation will no doubt confirm, 
is that confined to a very small number of indivi- 
duals these disorderly symptoms would not have 
exploded but for the imprudent attack of the 
troops whom government had secretly drawn to- 
^^^r in the bnvirons of the Bastille, and Which 
it iuddehly unleashed oh a population nearly the 
■^hole of which was inoflfensive. The sentence 
which France awaits from the tribunals will de- 
daire for e^tample whether the squadron which was 
ddfohehin^ at h gallop hehihd the 

sweeping befoflr it alt the men, wbmeh apd 
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cMldi^n found in its passage, was or was not the 
^t, the true |igJ^ssor in tH^ horrible conflibt 
which steeped me 'capital ih %d6d Ibr’ .two dikys. 
Impartial justice, or, ih the lifacill^it; ijftflonal good 
sense, will one day decide ' the qiiest^te^rwhether 
the refusal to render in the Place the 

ihilitary honors legally due to the rCfnaiiiiB of La4 
marque, the prohibition of the scholars of the Po- 
lytechnic school to assist at the procession, the 
attack of the sergens upon the boulevard Saint- 
Martin, the i)resence in the {jopular ranks of in- 
dividuals unknown to the friends of liberty, the 
disguise of a great number of agents of police as 
national guards, and men of the people, mingling 
with ^ups of distinguished individuals, together 
with the interference of tlie city militia in the 
straggle; the almost total absence of the military 
force upon the line of procession, and its presence 
concealed about the place where the ceremony was 
to terminate— justice and reason ■will determine, I 
say, the question, whether all these circumstances 
do not prove that it was government which in fact 
struck the first blow. But admitting it to be 
doubtful, and although it may anticipate the en- 
quiry before the tribunals, I fearlessly assert oft the 
part of the people, that these deplorable events had 
the decided appearance of a casual rencounter in 
which, under different impulses, young men, ttiie- 
cbanics and national guards tobk part without 
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having had any i]|ea of insurrection an hour be- 
fore,. and struck .only when thj^., were struck at. 
Now if it be^adn^tted that of ei^t^r nine hundred 
persons aVmosti^o were engaged in this unhap- 
py; strug^l^. one. half at least were of the classes 
)nst namedji^dt will be seen to what this vast and 
formidatde plot in favor of the revolutionary scaf- 
folds, of 93 will be reduced; a plot against which, 
it was thought necessary, to bring more soldiers, 
than , ever Ibught in the fields of Wagram or Ma- 
rengo. 

Ninety-three ! always 93 for government ways 
and means ! Is it intended to be said that all tire 
young and generous amongst us have prostrated 
themselves at the shrine of that bloody era, and 
that terror is always at the gates of France I Apes! 
witliout doubt the aberrations of 93 still have ad- 
mirers among men who never beheld the disasters 
of that epoch ! But whose fault is it, if the deeds 
of the convention and the crimes of the commit: 
tee of public safety turn some young heads I 

One word, Messieurs les Dottrinaires, upon this 
your, favourite bugbear : 

It was at a time when all France was unanimous 
in its condemnation of the misdeeds of the men of 
93; it was when, placed near .the events, the. na- 
tion better understood the character of the print 
cipal actors in that terrible drama, the venality 
some, the connection of others with foreign ip- 
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tiagueB, nod the practice of every vice, wh^ch re^ 
dticed to a very small mimber the bom~fide ter- 
rorists of fanaticism, the. nation/88 with one voioe 
cqpoke its abhorr^Kce of the fatid. results (d* a sys- 
tem, the imprcssian of which was yetiVividi thus 
the le-acUon of the royalists, the asaassinaMon of 
the patriots, and all the horrors which succeeded 
to the reign of jacobinism, found neither eulogy, 
nor even extenuation. 

But as soon as the people were persuaded^that 
aU danger was at an end, they began to theorise 
and speculate upon a past era. There arose a 
school of sophists in which the most culpable vio- 
lences of the last years of the revolution were ex- 
cused, as the effects of imperious necessity, and in 
which praise was lavished, and immortality ad- 
judged to men the most fearfully distinguished in 
that sanguinary epoch. Two young historians 
then became the panegyrists of this school, in 
works otherwise full of merit. People no longer 
feared to express themselves to the same effect in 
their public lessons' of morality and philosophy. 
It is not to be denied, that these sophisms, incut- 
oated as political principles and infused into young 
minds with all the power of a persuasive eloquoace, 
have wrought on the feelings of a certain number 
of young men, of whom we must do them the justice 
to bdieve they would be incap^le of carrying 
into execution the doctrines they profess ; their 
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masters themselves would fail' to do what Utey 
6nce recommended to the adoption of their pupils. 
Bht these doughty historians, CheSS radicid philo* 
sophers; apologists of Sirint-Juste and of Hanfen, 
in'What rank are they now to be found f Tb what 
polltioat'pafty for example do MM. Cousin and 
Tbiers belong? To that interested party whose 
timid consciences start at the operation of insti< 
tutions strong and free, and who blush not to in* 
yoke punishment upon the disciples they have 
acquired, involuntarily perhaps, only through the 
most melancholy aberration of the heart and un* 
derstanding ! and it is they who now cry out, that 
all is about to become chaos and anarchy because 
tkeir words have been listened to, and their les- 
sons imbibed. Wlien shall we see France on one 
side, the counter-revolution on the other, but no 
mongrels between these two champions. 

I return to Lamarque’s obsequies. The appa- 
rition of squadrons of dragoons, overturning every 
thing in their passtlj^c, had, as I said, roused the 
an^r of the people, and destroyed the effect of 
the pacific exhortations of Lafayette. Then the 
(uies ; nous sornnes attaqu^s / am artnes ! plua de 
Bottrbona ! vm la ripublique I resounded with vio- 
lence *, and a large number of citizens and pupils 
of the Polytechnic school fell into a line, in order 
to form a rampart between the cavaby of govern- 
ment, and the crowd of citizens, womra, and 
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childitn accumulated upon the flace de la 
Bastille. But, whilst this first squadron was held 
in check, another debouched upon the Bouletrards, 
doubtless to place the cortege between two fires. 
It was then that the first fusillade was exchanged: 
My readers know the result of this first conflict, 
and the vicissitudes of the two days. 

But what became of Lafayette amidst all this 
confusion ? Directing his steps to the place where 
his carriage awaited him, and not finding it, he 
and his son mounted a fiacre, from which the 
people detached the horses, and persisted in 
drawing it, spite of the entreaties and eflbits of 
Lafayette to withdraw himself from this species of 
British ovation, for which, in America, as in 
Europe, and at every period of his life, he showed 
a strong distaste. It was, however, the only 
means left to free himself from the crowd, and 
escape from the noisy bursts of affection, with 
which he was greeted. Meantime, the combat 
began at the place where tllP coffin was, and a 
numerous crowd gathered round the vehicle of 
Lafayette, clamouring in a tone of high exas- 
peration, and soliciting the general to suffer himself 
to be carried to the Hotel-de-Ville. Lafayette 
reprtSSsed this proposition, conjuring these men to 
disperse peaceably, when the group mingled with 
which it is said, were some agents of the police 
was charged by a detachment of dragoons. At 
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tbis moment the fiacre, turmog to the right in 
or^er to reach the house of l<afayette, was aocom- 
jpanied only by a crowd totally unconnected with 
the combat, and sbrnlw to those who had so many 
times assembled in order to serve as cortege to the 
veteran of the people’s cause. 

Some cries, however, of vice la fUpublique were 
mingled with those of vice Lafayette. But it must 
not be forgotten that the spies wquld naturally 
introduce themselves among this cortege, in order 
to change its brue character. For the rest, it was 
also natural that those who sought a collision, 
should remain on the place de la BastUle where 
the combat had already commenced. It is pre- 
tended, indeed, that Lafayette’s escort had at- 
tempted to disarm a post on its passage. The* 
fact is, that some voices having been ra'ised in 
order to incite the paste de la Madeleine, to take 
arms, the officer on guard thought it his duty to 
apply for orders to the general, and to ofter him 
an escort. But Lafayette thanked him, and show- 
ing him that he was surrounded by friends, 
persuaded him to return to his post, which he did 
to the full satisfaction of the crowd. Arrived at 
the general’s house, the brave people who had 
ctmducted him there, peaceably retired, wit||put 
the least disorder having occurred during their 
long passage from the Bastille to the Rue d’ Anjou 
St. Honors. 
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These circumstftnces include the whole of 
yette’s participation in the events of the Stiiiof 
June. I have, however, omitted one which ougM 
to be told, as it reveals the existence of an intiii^ 
that time will perchance explain, but upon which 
the process instituted in tibe criminal courts 'pro- 
hibits me at present from offering a decided 
opinion. When the red cap passed bdbre the 
eetrade a eouronne d' immortelles had just been 
placed on the head of Lafayette, whilst another 
had been thrown at the red cap. Lafayette 
hastened to rid himself of these flowers, and 
holding them a moment in his hands, he threw 
them down at his feet, to signify his disgust at the 
devotion paid to the red cap, and the desire that 
he felt to see the flag of that color removed. By 
whom was the red cap surmounted with that 
wreath ? Who hastened to spread through all parts 
of Paris, and above all, through the ranks of the 
Parisian artillery, which the government regarded 
as the ‘most inflammable of the revolutionary 
elements, who, I ask, hastened to spread the 
report that the hand of Lafayette had just crowned 
the red cap ! Who could profit by this calumny, 
if it was not the juste milieu ? For it the occasion 
was opportune, the moment decisive. On the one 
hand, the rumour that Lafayette had crowned the 
fed cap, would draw a set of ardent, unreflecting 
young men into efforts sure to be put down after 
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having served to attest the existence of a vast and 
flagrant republican conspiracy. On the other 
hand, the conviction, though but for an instant, 
tiuit Lafayette had done fealty to the nnbleni of 
terror, and raised the standard of disorder and 
anarchy, was a fortunate chance, an infallible 
means of putting an end to that unlucky popu- 
larity to which unhappily notinng could be object- 
ed but half a century of sacrifice and devotion 
to Kberty and public order. 

From a feeling that 1 leave to the judgment of 
my readers M. Madier de Montjou hastened to 
inform his constituents, and above all the ministe- 
rial journal of his department, of this abomination 
of the cap crowned by Lafayette.* 

The Cnurrier du Card contaiiiH the |) 08 itivc assertion that 
when the emblem of 93 was raised on the coffin of General La- 
marque, General Lafayette was eager to surmount k with a 
couronne d^immoKteihs and that, besides, being apprehensive of 
die events about to occur, he had succeeded, not without diffi- 
culty, in regaining his house, where being at length arrived, he 
cried out : 1 am safe at last. 

A deputy having observed to M. Madier Montjou that this 
assertion made only on the evidence he had detailed, was as 
false as it was absurd, M« Madier thought fit to transmit the 
ffillowing letter to La&yette : 

** In informing several of my friends of the events of the 5th, 
I told them that you had manifested your grief at the excesses 
** of the populace and at the honors they had conferred on you 
in spite of yourself. On the 6th, conversing on the same sob- 
ject, 1 gave them to understand that several individuals de- 

2d 2 
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The latter entered his house at half past six in 
the evening. Shocked at the melancholy issue of 

** ierving of predit asserted that a ]ped banner, siupounted hj, 
** a cap had been presented to you by the people,; ^th an en- 
** treaty to place thereon a crown and that you had thought pro- 
per to yield to this request. 

1 was shortly after informed that you sternly deny the truth 
** of this. I should be sincerely obliged would you authorize me 
** to rectify the former information transmitted to my friends. 
" They would be no less happy than myself to learn that I have 
been in error.** 

The following is General Lafayette's answer : 

Grange, 13th of June, 1832. 

You ask if it is true aa individuals deserving of credit assert 
** (and which you have made known to your friends) that a crown 
** was. placed by me on the red cap that was home through 
** the procession of General Laraarque, not by the people, that 
** is by more than 100,000 citizens whose patriotic manifestations 
showed any tiling but sympathy with that unfortunate move* 
** ment but by a group whose character and motives time will 
“ unfold. 

** If I had only to speak of those, who, supposing them pos* 
** sessed of the least knowledge of the history and men of their 
country, could have carried want of memory, credulity, or 
** the spirit of party 'to the pitch of suffering themselves to be 
** imposed on by this tale and who have ctioulated it with harai^ 
lees' precipitation, you know I should be a little at a loes to 
** say whatj thought of them. . . 

** With regard to those who pretend to be aseured of the 
** fact as well as certain persons who declare they beheld it, I 
** have no hesitation in saying what my friends have already said 
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a (tey which might have been afterwards remem- 
bered with such joyful satisfaction, the spirit of 
resistance spread, but it was impossible yet to 
foresee tbfe character which this new conflict would 
assume ; dntil nine o’clock the most contradictory 
rumours were circulated respecting it, but the 
only positive fact was that in the impetuosity of 
their first movement 4 or 500 young men, in a 
multitude of small groups, had seized in the 
twinkling of an eye, on all the posts established 
from the Pont d’Avsterlitz to the Bantjue de France. 

to the face of many of them ; that i«, that their nsacrtion ia 
at once a piece of groas stupidity and a lie. 

** You may give to this all the publicity you please, and in 
** this cxi)ectation 1 shall add one short observation : 

*' I have always been opiK)sed, with sincerity and with the 
•• approval of my countrymen, to the criminal violence of which, 
** in 179^ and 1793. this red cap l>ecame in France the bloody 
symbol; neither have I bowed before the counter-revolutionary 
** usurpations which have by turns retarded the liberation of 89. 
** This steadiness during the 56 years of niy public career, is, 
** itself a protest against the more recent system which, d projtos 
** to a movement repressed by a force 6fty times its own, would 
** invoke the illegalities and immoralities of ifo many preceding 
** systems, in order to advance its work of the demolition of 
** the priiiciples and engagements of our revolution of July 1830, 
** which in spite of our mis- reckonings, will still accom|dish 
** its purpose and carry into eficct the principles I have all my 
life advocated.*’ 

Rccevez, &c. 
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This circumstance proves two things which throw 
light on these disastrous events : that there existed 
no premeditated plot, for how can we admit the 
idea of a combination of this kind, which should 
have been so feebly supported. The second, that 
if a greater number of citizens had taken part in 
the combat, this combat would have had another 
result, or at least very different vicissitudes. 
This reasoning is the better founded, as it is 
now notorious, that during the whole evening 
of the r)th, and the morning of the 6th, the 
difi’ercnt conflicts took place between groups 
of from twelve to fifteen insurgents, on one side, 
and battalions of the line and of the national guard 
on the other. 

Meantime, the government, affrighted if 
not at the conflict it had probably foreseen, 
at lea.st at the obstinacy of the resistance 
that it enemmtered, neglected nothing in 
order to engage in its cause all the timid 
and interested. 'Flie apparition of the red cap 
was for it, a true godsend! its agents dispersed 
themselves through every part of Paris, causing 
the citizens to close their shops, and to arm 
themselves against the frightful anarchy, pillage 
and incendiarism w’hich threatened them ; Paris, 
all France was, they said, about to be annihi- 
lated. This mancBuvre was completely suc- 
cessful, the capital armed itself against the 
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red cap that it everywhere beheld, and that na- 
tional guard which, the evening before had wil- 
lingly protested against the measures of govern- 
ment, expended its ammunition without hesitation 
m order to defend its property, wives and children 
against the cannibalism of the republic, and the 
rapine of the levellers of 93. 

On their side, the court and the ministry, not 
satisfied with the forty thousand soldiers who 
already protected their power, hastily summoned 
the regiments in the immediate neighbourhood of 
Paris, and required the rural services of the 
National Guard of the hanlieue ; so that the sun of 
the fith of June rose upon more bayonets assem- 
bled within the walls of Paris, to conquer the 
rej)ublic, than the mists of Austerlit/. and Jena had 
seen march against the Prussians and Russians. 

On the .'ith, the King returned from the Chateau 
of St. Cloud to the Tuileries, where the council 
of ministers was sitting, doubtless awaiting the 
announcement that the ohsetjuics of Lamanpie had 
taken place to the satisfaction of every one. It 
was there that all the measures of repression were 
resolved on, and that the battalions of the hanlieue 
came en peussani to whet their rural courage with 
the sight of royalty. It was there also that 
Marshals Soult and Sebastian! proposed proclaim- 
ing the city in a state of siege, whilst fortune had 
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lutf yet dedaredin favcurof tbe 13tii o( Mardi, and 
thoK was really danger to tbe government ; a {wo» 
position that was received with indignation, wlnld 
a paternal government dmuld doabt|j|^^ defMrivo 
eight hundred thousand Frenchmen a^^Hieir com* 
mon rights, audd treat a capital as a fallen enemy 
only when there was no longer amy thing to fear 
for any body. 

Having returned to his hotel, Lafayette iiiune> 
diately became the object of the most lively solid- 
tude. The interest and curiosity of the people was 
intense, his friends and enemies were the more 
eager to have intelligence of him, as rumours, the 
most contradictory and alarming were in circula* 
tion respecting him. Here, it was asserted that 
the insurgents had conducted and lodged him* in 
the Hotel-de-ViUe ; there, tliat his body, pierced 
by many bayonet wounds, was being carried 
bleeding through tlie streets of Paris by the repub- 
licans, and instigating the people to vengeance; 
elsewhere, that the government had seized and 
thrown him into the dungeon of Vincennes. 

No part of this was brue. Lafayette, beset from 
without, and doubtless also from within, by the 
i^nts of tlie police, was at this moment, what he 
was in all circumstances: calm, inflexible and 
prepared for any event. As my situation plaoed 
me in intimate communication with hiuH l;was 
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cabled on this occaskm, as on many former ones, 
to observe the sentiments which in these new mo- 
ments of trial agitated his nund. He was wholly 
absorbed bf grief and ind^natum. He shuddnced 
to see fVen<di blood shed by French hands, and 
was horror struck at the want of faith, and the 
fatal blindness of the government which had con- 
jured up new calamities, and kindled strife between 
the combattants and the throne of July. But if 
Lafoyette condemned the faults of the government, 
he censured with equal severity the imprudent 
temerity of the young men who sought in revolt 
and violence for that redress which they should 
have left to time, the laws, and the regular opera- 
tion of the chambers and the press. 

As to the dregs of all factions, the instruments 
of foreign influence who had mingled in the trou- 
bles of the 5th and 6th of June, with the view of 
bringing back despotism by anarchy ; — as to the 
wrecks of all regimes. Republicans, Carlists, or 
Imperialists, who shewed themselves, as they 
always do, wherever bad passions are to be grati- 
fied, and lucre to be gained, — Lafayette had no 
need to disclaim all connection with them. The 
history of his life attests that such men have 
always found him foremost among their enemies. 

That for which Lafayette most ardently hoped 
and prayed, was, that the blood of bis country- 
men might cease to flow ; that Frenchmen, misled 
by the excitement of a generous sentiment, would 
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speedily resame their obedience to the laws, and 
diat the King, rendered wise by the spectacle of 
so many disasters, would renounce a system of 
government, whose deplorable results were blood* 
shed, everlasting bloodshed ; but no shadow of 
liberty, prosperity, or confidence. What Lafa- 
yette most dreaded, and it was a danger which he 
would gladly have averted by the sacrifice of the 
few years he might have to live, was, that a go- 
vernment, guilty in so many ways, should profit 
by its sad victory, to change suddenly from re- 
served tyranny to open and cruel oppression. 

Meanwhile the conflict was maintained ; the 
noise of the fusillade continued, and deep anxiety 
was depicted in the countenance of Lafayette. 
Between seven and eight o’clock, several patriots 
successively called upon him, to inquire what 
could or ought to be done to put a period to the 
disasters which desolated the capital, and the still 
greater misfortunes with which it was threatened. 
But the time was passed when Lafayette could 
interpose between the people and the throne of 
.fuly. lie had, several months since, acquired 
the melancholy certainty that that throne was no 
longer accessible to persuasion. Besides, is it 
not a weakness natural to human nature, to listen 
impatiently to the remonstrances of those whom 
we have wronged, and to be angry at the most 
honest intentions of men who have it in their 
power to reproach us with want of faith ? 
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A few weeks before the disturbances of June, 
several Deputies had implored Lafoyette to make 
a personal appeal to Louis>Philippe, to point out 
to him the dangers to which France and himself 
were exposed by the policy of this government. 
Lafayette replied, that he was certain such a 
course would be perfectly useless, and that it 
would be better to hazard a joint measure ; that 
is to say, the compte rendu, of which he gave the 
idea, and for drawing up which, he was appointed 
a commissioner by his colleagues assembled at 
the residence of M. Lafitte. 

In this state of things, it was agreed that the 
Deputies of the opposition present in Paris should 
meet in the evening at M. Lahtte's, to deliberate 
on the measures to be adopted for restoring pub* 
lie tranquillity. The meeting was verbally fixed 
for nine o’clock ; but, as every regular mode of 
convocation was impossible, and as every body 
had been thrown into confusion by late events, 
not more than twenty members were able to at* 
tend. Among these were M.M. Lafitte, Cabet, 
Lafayette, George Lafayette, Mauguin, Odillon 
Barrot, B^rard, Nicod, Laboissi^re, Tribert, 
Clause!, Marschal, Tardieu, Girardin, Gautier de 
Rumigny, Taillandier, Pourrat, de Brias, Audry 
de Pnyraveau, Subervie, Comte, Ac. 

' For a considerable time, the conversation was 
confined to the reports in circulation, and which 
were alternately repeated and contradicted With 
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8nr|MriMAg rsfMity. Several individoflte bneMn- 
neoted witb the Ghjunber of Deputies, joined the 
meeting, and prevented all regular deKberation. 
Besides, none of the Deputies present appealed 
to have ‘formed any fixed ideas resptleting the 
important events which were passing, and the 
issue of which seemed yet to depend on an infinity 
of chances. They were divided in opinion as to 
the degree of blame or praise due to the conduct 
of government in this fatal catastrophe, as well as 
the direction to be given to events, in case it 
should be their lot to exercise that direction. 
Some bitterly deplored the re-actionary obstinacy 
of the government, which rendered revolt and in- 
surrection the only means by which liberty could 
defend herself ; others could not find terms suffi- 
ciently strong to blame the turbulent spirits, 
whose criminal imprudence had compromised the 
cause of the revolution, by rendering the law the 
auxiliary of its enemies. But all, it must be con- 
fessed, joined in one common feeling of indigna- 
tion and disgust at the unfortunate hornet-rouge, 
whose unexpected appearance had paralyzed so 
much loyalty to the revolution, annihilated so 
many prejudices against the ministry, created so 
many supporters of a despised system, and, ih It 
word, changed'^the fate of that day, so big^ivith 
happy results. All. too, appeared intent bh 
stopping, speedily, and by any possible meansj 
the' dreadful effusion of blood. 
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Ja a word, this ioicoiaplete tand undedded 
meeting presented no trace oC the lesolution and 
energy wlueh bad characterized the memorable 
assemblies of 1830. This was, perhaps, because 
the most ^jast^able resentment was cheeked and 
dismayed at the idea of a deadly conflict between 
the conquerors of 1830 and the monarchy of the 
barricades. In short, there are things which 
though true, are nevertheless incredible. 

. Such was the state of feeling when Laiayette 
joined the meeting at M. Laiitte’s. His presence 
brought the discussion, or rather the conversa* 
tioQ, into a more direct channel ; and the ques> 
tions upon which the Ministry had assembled 
to deliberate, were then broached. It has since 
been reported, that at this meeting a profmsal 
was made for the deposition of the king. This is 
utterly false, and the only circumstance which 
could have given rise to this fabrication of the 
police spies, was the observation made by one of 
our most honourable fellow citizens, that the in< 
surgents in several parts of Paris were shouting 
“ P/mt de Bourbon* r That these cries were 
raised is a fact which admits of no doubt. , 

The meeting proceeded to consicler of the 
means of checking the. efliision pf bipod, and iin-. 
plowing ^e copquerpr to use bis victory with 
moderation, especially considering thq^large share 
he had had in . the cause of the conflict. ^ Two 
measures were proposed, viz.— an addresf, and o 
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deputation to the hing. These propositions were 
dwousied. Lafayette assented neither to the one 
nor tfae.other; first, because, as be said, he was 
eooTinced of their perfect- inutility; and next, 
because if, as was asserted, all was ended, -it 
would ill become the national opposition to tahe 
such a step after the erent, especially as it was 
certain that the doctrinaire deputies had, :fi»r 
several hours past, obstructed the avenues to .the 
throne. Lafayette also alluded, with sincere re- 
gret, to the ill success of the efforts be had made, 
at two great periods of his life, to solve the 
problem of a citizen monarchy, founded on the 
bases of the sovereignty of the people.. 

However, an address appeared to be deter- 
mined on, and the discussion next turned on the 
way in which it should be drawn up. Some of 
the Deputies were of opinion that it ought to 
express the horror felt by the opposition at sight 
of the bonnet-rouge, profound indignation against 
the insurgents, entire approbation of the vigorous 
measures which had secured the triumphs of public 
order, and a hope that the guilty would be 
punished with inflexible severity. 

This proposition, which was v^emently sup- 
ported by certain Deputies, was opposed by 
M.M. Lafitte, Mauguin, and Lafayette. The 
latter declared that he shared in the utmost de- 
gree the horror with which the boniKt-rouge bad 
ihspired his colleagues ; that at all times he had 
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avowed his antipathy to diat emblem^ of tin 
anarchy of 1793^ as well as to all ideas connected 
with it ; and that he concurred in the mott de- 
cided manifestatiMi of the sentimenta of his cok 
le^ues and himself on that point/ However, he 
also thought that the governmenthad committed 
errors of the greatest magnitude, for which ^ it 
would not be right to grant a bill of indemnity, 
and that, in present circumstances, more than at 
any other time, it was the duty of the representa- 
tives of France to remind the throne of July 
of the conditions of its existence, the engagements 
it had violated, the rights of the nation disavowed 
and trampled upon, and the disasters entailed by 
broken faith, and to urge the necessity of aban- 
doning the disastrous system of the 13th of March, 
which daily w'idened the abyss that separated all 
that the revolution of July wished to unite. 

As to the punishment to be invoked on the 
beads of the insurgents, Lafayette was of opinion 
that the government required no excitement on 
that point, and that, on the contrary, it was the 
duty of the representatives of the nation to solicit 
the sovereign clemency in behalf of men misled 
by sentiments whose extravagance alone was cri- 
minal — men who had shewn themselves in the 
day of their triumph so merciful towards their 
enemies. The roan who had defended the mi- 
nisters of Charles X against the just vengeance 
of the heroes of the barricades might well bold 
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this kmguage to tl» monarchy which he had 
reared^p. Be«des, Lafayette had always con* 
corred in the opinion of Carnot, who addressing 
Louis XVIII said, ** in civil discords there are no 
criminals, but only conquerors and conquered.” 
As M. de Martignac justly remarked in his de* 
fence of the prisoners of Ham, in religion as in 
politics, martyrdom creates fanaticism, and fana- 
ticism, in its turn creates martyrdom.” 

Without any determination being formed on 
the question of the address, it was ag^in proposed 
that a deputation should be appointed to make 
some verbal representations to Louis Philippe. 
Lafayette refused to form par^ of this deputation, 
for two reasons which he candidly explained. 
The 6rst was, the positive conviction impressed 
upon him in his last conversation with the king 
that the governmental opinions of that prince 
were so tenacious, that persuasion, at least from 
him, would have no effect on the system adopted'. 
Lafayette’s second reason was, that his presence 
must necessarily remind the king of having vio- 
lated or forgotten a solemn engagement. He, 
therefore, wished to spare his majesty, and to 
spare himself, an interview which bitter recollec- 
tions would render mutually painful. 

As I have before obsen’ed, all these proposi- 
tions were made in a desultory conversation ra- 
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tber that! i|i a regular deliberation. The metting 
broke up at midnight, without having eCWie to 
any determination ; but with the understanding 
that it was to a<semble ag^in the next morning at 
ten o’clock atM. Lafitte’s. I will offer no opinion 
on this adjournment, wlien every moment cost the 
life of a Frenchman. I have already observed 
that the spirit of 1830 had vanished, and that the 
men whose courage had the'n triumphed over so 
many obstacles, seemed to be annihilated. 

We will now take a glimpse at what was 
passing elsewhere, while a handful of Deputies 
were assembled at the hotel of M. Lafitte. It 
may readily be suppased that the attention of the 
government was fixed on that meeting, of whiclk 
recent events doubtless magnified the importance. 
The reiterated cries of “ Vive Lafayette,” at I-a-’ 
marque's funeral, had dispelled the illusions of the 
juste-milim respecting the lost popularity of that 
general. The man of .July had been triumphantly 
escorted by the people : it had even been pro- 
posed to conduct him to the Hotel de Ville 
through new barricades, and to make him the 
president of one of those meetings which, twenty 
months earlier^ had sanctioned the work of the 
people, and struck the last blow at the perjured 
dynasty. This was more than sufficient to urge 
to violence a government which felt that it pos*! 
sessed power only in convulsions. On the other 

voi.. II. It. 
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haiid^if wsurreetion were overcome, e^there wtt 
no das|bt it would be; what a prize foif the deetri- 
naires would be an anarchical plot hatched by 
Deputies, and headed by Lafayette; the man who, 
it would be said, had adopted the false device of 
liberty and public order. This would at once 
overthrow the old and inconvenient popularity of 
Lafayette in America as well as in Europe; In 
the midst of all these embarrassments it is alleged 
that the arrest of M.M . Lafayette and Lafitte was 
suggested on the night of the 5th of June; that 
this measure was warmly supported by the same 
men who next day succeeded in getting Paris 
placed in a state of siege, and that it was only 
abandoned on the representation of two generals, 
members of the council, in whose opinions the 
king concurred. However, as the participation 
of some Deputies in the events which had just 
excited the indignation of the capital, was not a 
thing to be overlooked, it was determined at all 
events to put the liberty of M.M. Garnier^Pag^s, 
Cabet, and Laboissi^re under contribution. 

Partial conflicts continued till a very late hour 
in the night; but the forces of the combatants 
were too unequal to render the events doubtful. 
Thirty thousand troops of the line, fifty thousand 
national guards, and a formidable amount of arti* 
lery; all combined under command of n mar* 
shal of France, and opposed to seven (Nr'<eigh€ 
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rtuMiAiedLjEOuiigeineB. almost without arms; left. 
Atom tbet hour of daybreak, no . chance fi>r the 
iosurgents. 

. Such was the condition of affairs at ten.o'ciock 
on the morning of the 6th.. The Deputies of the 
opposition again repaircil to M. Lafttte's. Thera 
were assembled M.M. J^fayette. George La- 
fayette, Odillon Barrot, Mauguin, Corceiies, GaN 
nier-Pagc‘ 3 , Laboissi^re, Cabet, Jolivet, Berard, 
&c. But things were changed since yesterday : 
the triumph of the government wos secured. 
However, the discussion was maintained on the 
same grounds, and the same opinions were ex- 
pressed. An address and a deputation were still 
talked of. On the one hand, it was wished, to 
address the triumphant power in a tone whicli 
would spare none of its faults, while on the other 
hand, adherence was urged to the measures of 
the preceding day, and an appeal to the severity 
of the government, against the anarclusts who bad 
distuihed public order. I do not know the patt'i-- 
fftiedeptUieg y/ho, in theseUistressing circumstances, 
were the partisans of salutary rigours. I shall 
merely observe, that on the two questions of the 
address and tlie deputation to the king,. Lafayette 
repeated tlie arguments which he hod advanced 
the preceding day, and then be retired, as well aa 
severed of his colleagues, before any determinabon 
had been adopted. 

However, the members present adopted the’ 

2 K 2 
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proposition a personal: eommaDication> to the 
Idng^ .imd for this purpose appointed MvM. La^ 
fitte, Odillon Barrot, and Arago. The object of 
their; mission was to urge measures for checking 
the disasters which afflicted Paris, and to prevail 
on the govevBinent to be merciful in its victory. 

This interview, which presents one of the most 
characteristic traits of the history of that period, 
has been the subject of the most contradictory 
versions. As I roust here depend on my recollec- 
tions 1 will not attempt to give this important 
conversation literally ; but I do not hesitate to 
guarantee, witli all my responsibility, the truth of 
the facts 1 am about to state. In a word, I do not 
fear being contradicted by any disclosures which 
time and political necessity may perhaps bring 
about. 

I must also beg pardon for details which may 
perhaps appear trivial : they arc necessary for the 
complete understanding of the scene I liave to 
describe. 

With feelings of deep grief, the three deputies 
left the hotel of M. Lafitte, convinced that they 
should find the palace overwhelmed with that 
affliction which everyone experienced, and which 
the misfortunes of Paris rendered so natural. It 
was, in fact, amidst the roaring of cannon, pointed 
at the breasts of Frenchmen, that they went to 
invoke the clemency and justice of the govern- 
mmit, and to appeal to the power of reason in a 
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quarter which had so liberally employed the rea^ 
soning' of force. Imbued with the feelings which 
that melancholy and important mission naturally 
created, M.M. Lafitte, Arago, and Odillon Bar- 
rot, silently proceeded to the TuHeries* 

Just as the caleehe in which the throe deputies 
were seated had passed through the gate of the 
palace, a gentleman of their acquaintance, who 
had just come out of the palace, advanced towards 
them and said, Be quick, Guizot is just gone.” 
The king, therefore, it must be observed, was 
decidedly under doctrinaire influence, when the 
men of July came to address him in the name of 
peace and liberty. This is an extenuating circum- 
stance, which history must take into account when 
passing sentence on the acts of the royalty of the 
barricades : justice demands this. 

It was four o’clock. l..oui8-Philippe had just 
returned from a ride through some of the streets 
of Paris. The French people are never indifferent 
to the sight of a king who, on horseback, inhales 
the fumes of gunpowder. The national guards, 
who beheld in the streets some of the bodies of 
the slain, seemed perplexed at their triumph. 
Wealth and commerce, which had thought them- 
selves consigned to the phrenzy of jacobinism, and 
had been dreaming of nothing but scaffolds and 
bmnets-rouges, now rejoiced to see the anarchy of 
1703 put down. In short, the enthusiasm was 
for the security of interests, and not for the cause 
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of humMity and liberty. Consequently tfaetoyel 
cortege, as it proceeded along amidst the expiring 
report of the fusillade, like the precursor of tiie 
calm that was to succeed the storm, was greeted 
with acclamations. Now these acclamations, the 
real cause of which was apparent, must naturally 
have produced a feeling of triumph and security, 
little favourable to the success of the mission 
which M.M. Lafitte, Barrot, and Arago had un> 
dertaken. 

However, these honourable citizens were re- 
ceived with visible satisfaction by the crowd of 
aides-de-camp and odicers on duty who filled the 
saloons of the palace, and who seemed more dis- 
tressed at the bloodshed of their brethren, than 
vain of their inglorious victory. It is gratifying 
to render them this tribute of justice. 

The three Deputies were immediately intro- 
duced into the bedchamber of Louis X^H., 
transformed by the ouvriers of July into the office 
{cabinet de travail) of Louis Philippe, who was not 
long in making his appearance by a door which 
communicated with the Queen's apartment. The 
manner and physiognomy of the King were calm, 
his deportment was easy, free from agitation, ahd 
expressive of none of that anguish of mind which 
might have been justified by his situation. His Ma- 
jesty received the three patriots with politeness ; 
he said he was very glad to see them ; ,4hat the Op- 
ykosition could not have chosen negotiators mere 
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agraenble to.him^ and after desiri^ them to be 
seated, and placing bimself before his writing* 
table, he seemed ready to listen to them. 

. What occurred then ? If any facts are to be 
relied on, the following is what took place at this 
memorable interview. 1 relate the cifcumstances 
without comment, just as they were transferred 
from another's recollection to mine ; — 

M. Odillon Barrot was the first to speak ; and 
in a serious, measured, and respectful address, 
this honourable orator represented to the king 
that the Deputies of the national opposition, like 
all good citizens, deplored the disorders and cala* 
mities of the preceding day ; that they could not 
express their censure and indignation at the cul- 
pable excesses of those who had set at nought 
the laws, and resisted the legal authority with 
arms in their hands ; but that it was likewise 
their duty not to disguise from the chief of the 
state, that the retrograde policy of his cabinet, — 
the disregard of the engagements of July, — the 
disappointment of the expectations of the revolu- 
tion,— -the neglect of national honour, — and, 
fifjally, the whole of the system of the Idth of 
March, bad exasperated and inflamed the mutual 
animosities amongst the citizens, which had 
caused blood to flow in the streets of Paris, and 
were a prelude to the most, frightful of all cala- 
mities, a ciyil war. Placing thus before the king 
,th» respective wrongs of the government and its 
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advergavies, <]y[> Odillon Barrot concluded by con- 
juring his Majesty to stop the effusion of blood, 
which stilL continued to flow, — to silence the 
cannon, which then resounded even in the royal 
abode,— to be indulgent towards the vanquished, 
— and to prevent a renewal of these scenes, by a 
prompt and . frank return to the principles on 
which his dynasty had been seated by the revolu- 
tion. 

. The king replied, that having been audaciously 
attacked by his enemies, he had a legitimate right 
to defend himself ; that, in short, it was time to 
quell revolt, and he had employed cannon as the 
the shortest way of ending it ; that he had, never- 
theless, rejected tlie proposal which had been 
made to him, of placing the city of Paris in a state 
of siege ; that, as to the preteiuled engagements 
of the Hotel de Ville, and those republican insti- 
tutions about which the opposition made so much 
noise, he could hardly comprehend what it alt 
meant ; that he had more than fulhlled the 
pledges he had made, and given to Prance as 
many republican institutions as he had promised, 
and even more ; tliat the programme of the Hot^ I 
de. Ville had only existed in the brain of M. de 
Lafayette, whose incessant appeals were evidently 
the result of a mistake ; that, with respect to- the 
system of tlie 13th of March, it was wrong to give 
the credit of it to M. P4rier;.that ^s system 
belonged to the king, and was the result of bis 
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OW0 convictioDs, the fruit of his meditations, and 
the expressions of his reflections on politics and 
government; that he, Louis Philippe, had con* 
sented to take the crown only on the conditions 
indicated by the development of this system, 
which was most comfortable to the wishes and 
wants of France, and from which he would not 
deviate, even should they ntime him in a mortar 
(the king's literal expression): “ in short," the 
king added, “ it will not do, gentlemen, to allege 
vague accusations ; specify the charges you have 
to make against the Perier system of which poor 
Perier is guiltless enough. What have you to 
say against this system ? Let us hear it.’' 

M. Arago replied, by a rapid and animated 
exposition of the divisions by which France was 
lacerated, and which the policy of the government 
cherished with an almost scrupulous solicitude ; 
he referred to his own family, which had sur- 
rendered itself to the schism of political opinions ; 
he instanced his brother and his nephew, who, 
perhaps, at the very moment he was speaking, 
were ranged in opposite ranks, prepared to take 
each other's life : and, to characterize the situa* 
tk>n by an exampb, be adverted to the League, 
and to the d’Ailly, who, under Henry IV., slew 
his own son in the streets of Paris. M. Arago 
then spoke of the public posts given to the par- 
tisans of fallen regime; of the scandalous 
indulgence which screened the machinations "of 
the Carlists, whilst the failings of individuals and 
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tho pi«8» were forosecuted witii e ngoor samro 
arapled in the ‘judicial annals of the restoration. 
M-. Arago mentioned, likewise, the astonishment 
and deep disgust which the apparent impunity 
the Duchess de Berri seemed to enjoy, excited 
throughout France, and the invidious interpreta- 
tions to which this impunity might give rise. - 

At these words Louis-Philippe exclaimed^ that 
his government had no other enemies than the 
carlists and the republicans- that what had been 
objected to him was only the result of their ma- 
ticBuvres — that he had been accused of avarice 
(he, in whose eyes money had never possessed 
any value,) — that his best intentions had been 
perverted to such a degree, that, for a long time 
past, he could not read either the Tribune or the 
National — that his father, who was the best citizen 
of France, had been calumniated like himself, and 
impelled to givethe revolution a bloody pledge,w\\\ch. 
heoughtto have refused* — that the exigencies of the 

* This disapproval of the most important act of the political 
life of the Duke of Orleans, recalls to my recollection a fact of 
vrhich I was witness. At the Hotel de Ville, some young per- 
sons were congratulating themselves, befhre the citisen-nio- 
narch, at having at lei^th got a patriot prince for a khig. 
“ Yes, my friends,” exclaimed Louis-Philippe, pressing their 
hands, “ yes, a patriot like my father." 1 also recollect that 
these expressions caused Lafayette to look serious ; that they 
appeared to him to require explanation, and were one of the 
dtief causes of the interview he had immediately%fter widifbe 
lianteoant-geneia^^iii which the beses.of the prognumae of tike 
Hotel de Ville were proposed and accepted. 
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revoliUtoiis were equally onsostamable^tlMit 
he, LoutS'Pbilippe, was not obstinate, which hehad 
shown when, after long resistance, he bad im- 
properly given way to importunity, and effaced 
from the outside of his palace, and from his ar- 
morial bearings, the fieurs Je Us, which had been, 
from time immemorial, the arms of his family. 
With regard to the representations concerning the 
Duchess de Berri, Louis-Philippe declared, that 
if that princess was arrested, justice should take 
its course ; but that, whatever happened, his 
reign should not witness a bloody drama. At this 
moment, the cannon of St. Merry made the glasses 
in the palace shake. 

The discussion having brought M. Arago to 
foreign affairs, and this deputy deploring the state 
of abasement and submission into which France 
had fallen in the eyes of Europe, the king, on the 
other hand, took credit to himself for his foreign 
policy. “ This policy,” said he, “ has prevented 
the Powers from doing what they were resolutely 
bent on doing. For more than six months I have 
held them in my own hands. The King of Holland 
is about to yield. I give Prance a new ally in 
King Leopold, whom I make my son-in-law, in 
spite of many causes of umbrage. In short, if it 
must be told, the Powers are in such a position, 
that my throne would be the most difficult to 
shake not one of them has the stuff of a Duke 
of Orleans.” “ But, Sire, the affair of Aticoha. 
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What!' the tri-coloured flag removed, by order of 
Rdme, from the towers of a citadel occupied by 
our soldiers? What! the ambassador of the 
King of July at the feet of the pope ?” “ Not so 

loud. Sir,” said the king, quickly, ** I can bear 
you. True, there is, indeed, something to say 
respecting the afiair of Ancona ; but it was neces- 
sary to succeed— it was essential, and we have 
succeeded. And surely some condescension 
towards an aged and obstinate priest involves no 
vast consequences. Besides, whatever were the 
means employed by my ambassador, he has com- 
pletely justifled himself in his correspondence. 
Proceed.” 

The discussion having returned to the system 
of the 13th of March, the king, who afiected to 
make a very good use of M. P^rier, pretended 
that this system was really but the continuation 
of that of the 3d of November. “ I appeal,” said 
he, *' upon this point, to M. Lafitte : was it not 
that system you followed ?” The late President 
of the Council at first maintained a negative si- 
lence ; but Loiiis-Philippe having subsequently 
again insisted upon this parity, M. Lafitte loudly 
protested against an assimilation, which was the 
more incorrect, since it was notorious that a ra- 
dical difference between the king and himself, as 
well respecting affairs at home, as the direction of 
our exterior policy, had occasioned hia retirement 
frdm the council. 
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In conclusion, Louis* Philippe observed to 
M.M. Odillon Barrot, Lafitte, and Arago, that 
his duty requiring him to listen to the represen* 
tatives of France, and to study tlie wants, and 
wishes of the country, he shotiid always receive 
them with pleasure; that whenever they made 
any well-grounded representations he should pay 
attention to them ; but that, candidly speaking, 
he had found nothing in their statement, and that 
the system pursued by his government being the 
result of his own conviction, he was sorry to be 
obliged to declare that he could make no change 
in it. 

On rising, M. Lahtte told the king that he 
should retire penetrated with the deepest sorrow : 
he entreated him to compare the eagerness and 
enthusiasm which his presence formerly excited, 
with the effect it now produced ; that this altera- 
tion denoted a deep-seated evil, and he conjured 
his majesty to ask himself, whether a King of 
France, who required QO.COO men to guard him, 
was really King of France. 

Such was, in substance, this conversation, which 
left behind it lasting and deep recollections. 
Will history, at whose tribunal it is already ar- 
raigned, regard it as an isolated fact, an aberra- 
tion sprung from temporary circumstances, and 
the illusion of a triumph, or, pronounce it to be 
the result of a premeditated plan ? 1 will not 

attempt to answer this question, but I will wind 
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up this chapter by a few words on these two hy- 
potheses. In the first, the exultation of victory 
may be considered an extenuating circumstance. 
In the second, the royal words would be a point 
of national law submitted to the decision of 
France, a trial judged in the eyes of the world : 
for no identical example can be brought into 
proximity with this deplorable fact. How ! when 
the whole representative system obeys the irasci- 
ble laVrs of advancement ; — when every thinjg is 
tending towards social and political perfectibility ; 
— when human reason is marching with giant 
strides to new conquests ; — when three days strfi 
ficed to overthrow a throne, a dynasty, and a 
charter, to destroy an old and create a new order 
of things '^ian there exist a man, who^ morO 
powerful than destiny, shall fix France im-< 
movably in her present condition, and deny her 
all hope of a better future, amidst the movement 
which modifies the universe ! 

No, this never has nor never can be thought of 
Ixiuis Philippe I 

I Owe the utmost respect to the crown, but I 
also owe respect to the truth. —If the king bad 
ever cherished this fallacious hope, 1 conscient. 
tiously aver, that he would have no cause to fear 
disturbances -like those which occurred in June ;' 
for, instead of an insurrection, we should have a 
general revolution. ^ i 
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CONCLUSION. 

What inference is to be drawn from all that 
has been stated in the course of these volumes ? 
This question may be answered as follows :-~that 
both system and ministry ej(hibit the traces of 
decomposition, and the mark of death ; that La< 
fayette continues to be the highest and purest 
personification of the revolution of ‘July ; that he 
has endured the same alternations as betrayed 
liberty, and that he will obtain the same triumph, 
when, the episode being concluded^, the history 
shall terminate. 

But what will be the duration of this episode ? 
That of a situation which by its very nature is 
condemned to perish. Iluin is in the idea of the 
8th of August ; life and improvement are in the 
immortal principle of the Hotel de Ville.* 

1 will prove this, by drawing up here the ba- 
lance account of the monarcliy, called the mo* 
nareby of the barricades. 

If I should be asked for proofs, where is .the 
need for them? 1 trace these last lines on the 
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29th of July 1832. I write not far from the tombs 
where repose the victims, who, on the anniversary 
of this day died for their country. There, at the 
gates of the Louvre, near the palace which they 
conquered for the royalty that they created oh the 
the public square, repose, forsaken and forgotten, 
the first martyrs of liberty. Their fathers, wi- 
dows, children and friends, alone honour the 
manes of the heroes of July. They alone have 
memory and tears for those heroic actions, those 
sublime deaths which struck the world with asto. 
nishment and admiration. What! Two years 
have hardly passed away since they fell under 
the balls of the Swiss; twelve months scarcely 
intervenes fr6m the day when you affixed their 
names under the arch of the Pantheon, and yet 
you no longer offer them a recollection, a tear, a 
song of sorrow, a funeral right ! All around them 
is cold and sterile I The word revolution, the 
great revolution of 1830, docs not once appear in 
yqur mottos ! The victory of the people over a 
monarchy of fourteen ages of duration, has no 
place in your memory! Oh, shame! Oh, moral- 
ity! Oh, human respect! — Yes, I repeat it, .so 
much meanness and baseness cannot endure; 
there is in this impiety a destiny of reprobation ; 
it is attested by the murmurs of the tomb. Let 
us, however, quit these sad thoughts, and in con^- 
elusion, recapitulate the errors which government 
has committed, the consequence which they have 
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produced, and the means of safety which yet 
remain to the government, if, indeed, it still be 
within the scope of human power to save it. 

Is it from want of knowing how to combine 
resources and to unite ditferent elements that the 
new monarchy has allowed the revolution of July 
to perish? No. The evil is not the result of 
error. It is for having knowingly oi>pose(l the 
principle of our regeneration, that with the most 
fruitful elements of liberty, glory and prosperity, 
that it has created only impossibilities. It is from 
having disavowed all the historical and actual 
conditions of its existence, and repudiated all the 
analogies of its position ; it is from having wished 
not to acknowledge that it owed its existence to 
the power which had created it ; it is from having 
castoff the popular rube of July, and decked itself 
in the tinsel of legitimacy ; it is from having 
wished to ingraft itself on the old stock, and to 
deny all connection with the people ; finally, it is 
from having connected itself with the aristocracy 
of bankers, of men of the college, of prefects, of 
advocates, and pretended philanthropists, who, 
during seventeen years, have been endeavouring 
to found a noble race, that the citizen monarchy 
had disinherited France of all improvement inter- 
nally, and all dignity abroad. 

Properly speaking, however, the question now 
is, less one of liberty than of equality, less a strug- 
gle between democracy and power than between 

VOL. II. 2 F 
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democracy and a silly coterie, which possesses 
only the inconveniences and pretensions of the 
old patrician race. All the faults of the monarchy 
of July, its dangers and our own, result from its 
alliance with the doctrinaires. To this alliance it 
has sacrificed its right and its legitimacy, the real 
legitimacy which it derived from the people. 

These doctrinaires have attempted to establish 
between the revolution and the king whom it 
created, relations characterised by incoherency 
and impossibility; investigation has been pro- 
nounced revolt, reason a chimera, and liberty he- 
resy, They have placed the monarchy of France 
at the head of a faction, and drawn it into a cause 
which is not its own. Envious of our prosperity, 
and humiliated by our glory, they have unfortu- 
nately bound us by those shameful treaties which 
compel us to cast down our eyes to the earth. 

But it will be asked what interest can this petty 
aristocracy have in impeding the development of 
the principles of the revolution I Follow it in all 
its alternations of success and reverses of joy and 
grief; mark it changing fortune with the empire, 
the restoration, and the revolution ; extending its 
hand for the gold and the cordons of Bonaparte, 
or gorging itself with the gifts of legitimacy ; hear 
it speaking of liberty whilst labouring to produce 
slavery ; of glory whilst extolling foreign occupa- 
tion, of the country whilst conspiring for its vas- 
salage, and you will understand the interest which 
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actuates it. This interest has impelled it to re^ 
establish by speeches of the Sorbonne of minis* 
terialism and of a stock-jobbiiiij faction that which 
the night of the 4th of August, 1789, abolished, 
which the convention pulverised, and which the 
empire, in the height of its power could not recon- 
struct: what shall I say? That whicli Louis the 
11th, Kiehclieu, Louis 14th, and Louis the loth 
themselves hud discredited, namely, a privileged 
nobility. 

How, however, is it possible to review privi- 
leges in the midst of electoral commotions, and of 
the movement of a revolution labouring with liber- 
ty ? How sicatrise the wounds of aristocracy and 
repair its past injuries in the midst of a war which 
comi)els an api)eal to all the national power, and 
all its generous passions. Torpor within, and 
peace abroad, arc then the necessary conditions 
of the triumph of doctrinaire interests, and hence 
the monarchy of July can only sustain itself by 
opposing internal liberty and external indepen- 
dence. 

This is the circle in which the policy of France 
has turned during two years. The error of the 
new monarchy consists in the belief that this sys- 
tem and this party constitute its strength. It 
does not recollect that these same doctrinaires did 
not oppose the restoration until the latter had re- 
pulsed their aristocratic assumption, their plebian 
origin, and their v.anity. A single recollection, 

2 f2 
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however, is sufficient to remote this blindness, 
namely, that elected royalty itself has been insti- 
tuted on account of, or from tbe belief in, its po- 
pular utility ; but of what utility to our institu- 
tions can an aristocracy of advocates, bankers, 
and rhetoricians be ? What service can this fic- 
tion of nobility render France ? 

Of what, moreover, can this aristocracy be 
made ? Where are its elements, its illustrations, 
its recollections, and its domains ? 

“ Those who destroyed the government of 
Charles X.,'* said M. de Poligtiac in his prison, 
'* are the doctrinaires. Those who have gained 
a shameful victory over the good, the loyal, and 
the generous l,afayette are the doctrinaires. The 
enemies of the existing government, the enemies of 
your liberties, are the doctrinaires. Mistrust them.” 

And how have the doctrinaires destroyed the 
legitimacy ? As they have very nearly destroyed 
the popular monarchy, by wishing to arrive at 
power by means of doctrines independent of cir- 
cumstances, and having no reference to the period. 
Thus, in order to turn the restoration to their pur- 
poses, they brought into discussion, one after the 
other divine right, the constituent faculty, and the 
monarchical principle of the Bourbons. Then, 
as now, they isolated power from its origin, and 
cast uncertainty on its future, in order that it might 
offer itself afterwards as a resource and conduct it 
according to its views. 
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That which they did against Charles X. they 
are now doing against Louis Phillippe. Events 
have changed the face of every thing. A mon- 
archy on popular conditions alone survived the 
restoration ; the victory of the people had invested 
royalty with a new right, a new power ; it was 
the defeat of an old principle and the establish- 
ment of a new one. What did the doctrinaires 
see in this iinmen.se innovation ? Nothing but a 
vacant throne and seven portfolios to bo given 
away. The question was simple : they made it com- 
plex ; it was merely one between the monarchical 
principle and popular sovereignty ; they set about 
encumbering it with aristocracy, democracy, su- 
premacy, traditions, and territorial ascendancy. 
In short, I know not what doctrines re- produced or 
for the first time created, in order to vanquish the 
new society by privilege, as they had undermined 
the restoration by a semblance of liberality. 

The most fatal error which Louis Philippe has 
committed is that of believing the doctrinarians, 
when they endeavoured to persuade him that his 
situation was precisely similar to that of William 
III. and that the revolution of 1830 resembled in 
ail its bearings the revolution of 1088 . 

In the first place, William Ill’s mission was 
to form an aristocratic monarchy, for to the aris- 
tocratic principle he owed his crown, and that 
element prevailed through all the system. But 
who crowned Louis- Philippe? The democracy. 
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And what were the actual political conditions 
under which that event took place ? The inte- 
rests of the democracy. Where in France is now 
to be found the aristocratic element? No where. 
Thus then the Prince of Orange remained faithful 
to the national wish and to the principle of his 
existence as King of England. But Louis- 
Philippe, a king springing from the barricades, 
in attempting in 1832 to raise up out of worm- 
eaten ruins, an aristocratic monarchy in imitation 
of that of England, only separated himself from 
the cause which produced him, and took up arms 
against his origin. It is just as if William III. 
attempted to plant in England the absolute mo- 
narchy of Louis XIV. 

Besides, to assimilate the royalty conceded to 
William III. to the popular royalty of the Duke 
of Orleans, is to pronounce a bitter condemnation 
on the latter. In fact, the policy of William III., 
wholly English and proteslantas it was, consisted 
solely in obeying the natural will of which he was 
always necessarily the devoted and ardent de- 
fender ; in gaining by negociations auxiliaries to 
this principle; in upholding it in his alliances, and 
defending it in twenty battles. Let us not forget 
too, that then liberty was protestantism, tyranny, 
Catholicism. Now, who armed all the protestant 
states of Europe against catholic France, the 
natural enemy of the principle of the revolution of 
1688 ? Who placed England at the head of that 
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propagandism of liberty ? Who combatted, with 
all the activity of revolution with all the national 
resources, against the restoration of the Stuarts, 
that is to say the re>establishmcnt of the prin- 
ciple of the. right divine? Who threw the 
gauntlet to the cneinie.s of England, in place 
of awaiting them in cowardly apathy ? Who was 
the prince that, confirmed by the declarations of 
tlie parliament of the Stuarts, and wishing only 
to hold his crown from the hands of the nation, 
dreaded not to summon it to a House of Commons 
the most dcmocrativc? William ill. compre- 
hended his situation and knew his part. 

Hut the monarchy granted by the people of 
1830 — that monarchy which owed its title to con- 
sent, how has it managed its democratic princi- 
ple, and disposed the national interests which 
consented to be personified in it? Let us see ; — 

After the exclusion of the perjured dynasty, 
and the triumph of the sovereignty of the people, 
the duties of the new monarch were extremely 
simple ; they resulted from his situation. 

Within : they consisted in rendering himself 
king by the vote of the nation, instead of remain- 
ing one by that of the 221. This would have been 
easy, if not by the convocation of the primary 
assemblies, at least by the immediate calling of a 
new Chamber: by the re-construction of the 
peerage on the elective principle, in virtue of 
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which the new dynasty itself existed ; by the in- 
stitution, through an initiative law, of a complete 
renewal of a magistracy, who could not be ex- 
pected to defend interests which were not only 
not in unison but hostile to them ; by giving to 
France municipal and departmental institutions, 
deeply imbued principle of election which had 
raised up, as by magic, a monarchy, an army, a 
million of citizen soldiers — that principle which 
shewed itself still active even under the empire, 
and which was imposed at the restoration as an 
irresistible necessity ; by the organization of the 
national guard, still upon the same principle, as 
the secure and regular guarantee of order and 
liberty ; by realizing the liberty of the press, per- 
sonal, civil, and religious liberty, in fact as well 
as in law ; by abolishing monopolies destructive 
to common rights ; by harmonizing the organiza- 
tion of the army with the principle of equality, 
which governs the whole system; by giving to 
this army the moving national guard as a reserve ; 
by diminishing the load of public charges, at least 
by rendering the assessment of the taxes more 
equitable and less vexatious ; by purging our 
codes of the laws of exception; by breaking 
down the shackles of public instruction, and shed- 
ding its light over the masses ; by repudiating the 
luxury and corruption of the old monarchies, as 
unworthy the youthfulness and nationality of the 
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throne of July ; in fine, by re-uniting all opinions 
round the throne, and making it fly with swelling 
sails over the waves of the revolution. 

Such is what^as due from the monarchy, in 
order to persbhify in itself the principle of its ori- 
gin. ~ Let us now see what it has done. I will 
state its deeds. 

It has disdained the national sanction, and has 
preserved for six months a Chamber which had 
sunk in dissolution when social order was over- 
turned ; it has made the peerage an intricate mix- 
ture, a grafted institution — an embarrassment, an 
obstacle ; and the judges who used to send the 
enemies of Charles X. to the scaffold, now send 
Carlists and republicans to the galleys. The 
elective principle has been every where stifled, 
corrupted, eluded. We have municipal councils, 
which the central authority always keeps in the 
most disgraceful state of tutelage; mayors, the 
creatures of the central authority ; national guards, 
whose superior officers are nominated by the cen- 
tral authority. The 4th article of the ancient 
charter concerning the Catholic religion, is abo- 
lished ; you are now permitted to adore the Deity 
after your heart and conscience, but if you happen 
to be St. Simonians, woe betide you ; you will be 
disposed of, or it will not be their fault, as a scis- 
matist of La Rochelle or the Cevennes. The 
asylum of the citizen violated, and searched; 
family papers, the secrets of tlie fire-side, the rc- 
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putation of Frenchmen, all at the mercy of the 
police ; the state of siege, the military commis- 
sions, and the mournful knell of condemnations to 
death ringing through the streets of Paris ; the 
prisons gorged with victims, and the bagnios 
filled with statesmen ; treachery peopling the pri- 
sons, and revolting even to the judges ; these are 
the certain signs of the respect paid by the go- 
vernment to the liberty of the press, to religion, 
and every other liberty ! Compare all these acts 
with the acts of the most tyrannous periods dur- 
ing the last fifty years, and you will find, that if 
they are not identical, they are at least alike in 
principle. And it is by its principles more than by 
its acts that a political ministry is to be judged. 
The system of customs remains in tact, the com- 
mercial restrictions are the same; those monopolies, 
the most odious to the nation, are preserved : pub- 
lic instruction is constantly shackled ; the prefer- 
ments in the army are hardly established on a 
more liberal footing than under the arbitrary ma- 
nagement; the |)eople are oppressed by the weight 
of taxes, distributed in the most unequal shape ; 
the civil list eats up the labour of two thousand 
communes, enough for the subsistence of an army ; 
and the court, placing its confidence in the most 
mortal enemies of the revolution of July, steers its 
bark towards the restoration. 

Without : the policy of the revolutionary mo- 
narchy consisted, without speaking of the diver- 
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sity of the means at its disposal, without speak- 
ing even of its affections, in feeling that war 
against its principle was inevitable, and that be - 
fore it was declared, as declared it would be 
sooner or later, it ought to have cultivated the 
sympathies of neighbouring nations, which would 
have corroborated its internal peace, and con- 
veyed the dangers of war a hundred leagues from 
its frontiers. I shall not here re-state the manner 
in which the system of the 13th of March might 
have made its immense resources available. 1 
have no need to refer to causes ; behold the 
flagrant palpable results of the progress of this 
system both internally and externally. 

In the interior : — before that unfortuuate day, 
the 13th of March, hope revived under the aus- 
pices of a ministry composed in part of timid 
but honest men ; this hope has been extinguished. 
We began to feel a little calm — and were aroused 
from it by the fire of musketry. We asked for 
internal peace ; we required that blood should 
not flow in any part of France, and they gave us 
civil wars. Our liberties would have strength- 
ened with their growth ; but our liberties, our re- 
pose, our future prospects are placed in doubt, 
and despair and disaffection has seized upon every 
heart. The earth seems to bear two Frances, ir- 
reconcileable with each other — the one the direct 
offspring of the restoration, of Coblentz and of 
Ghent — ^thc other the personification of 1789, 
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1830, the consulate and even the empire. To 
which of the two will the victory belong ? 

Externally : - the 13th of March has obtained 
in compensation for the abandonment of Belgium, 
Italy, and Poland, for the rejection of a crown 
for a French prince, for the infraction of the prin- 
ciple of non-intervention, for the sacrifice of our 
natural allies, the glory of our arms, and the 
security of our frontiers, it has obtained — a crown 
for England, Italy secured for Austria, and for 
Russia — Poland. 

And to what end so many losses and humilia- 
tions ? In order to separate from popular states, 
popular power, and popular movements. Are we 
not told that in their train always follow pillage, 
murder and civil war ? One word on this out of 
the way theme for a popular monarchy to broach. 
Let us judge of the two principles by their appli- 
cation to the present epoch. Spain, Portugal, 
Naples, Piedmont, Brazil, and Poland, have been 
for the last six years, the theatres of the greatest 
popular revolutions. Now, what acts of ven- 
geance, what devastations were committed by the 
patriots on the adverse party? Were they the 
patriots who took the power from Riego’s hands, 
who confiscated the property of the citizens, who 
peopled the deserts of Africa and the prisons of 
Lisbon, Madrid, Milan, Turin, and Venice? 
Were they patriots who assassinated Ney, Labe- 
doyere, Berton, Caron, Bories, and so many other 



GENEBAL EAFAYETTE. 


445 


victims of monarchical gentleness? Were they 
patriots who ordered the bombardment of the 
town of Antwerp whilst under the protection of 
an armistice ? Were they patriots who dragged 
a whole population into the steppes of Siberia ? 
Were they, in fine, patriots who stained the 
bridge of Arcole with blood and buried their 
victims under the waves of the Seine ? And in 
Italy, what acts of popular vengeance were per- 
petrated by the men who effected the revolutions 
of Modena and Romagna ? Reckon up, for the 
last ten years, the victims of the despots, and 
those of the patriots, and say to which party 
belongs the charge of barbarity, to which the 
credit of humanity t Be wise, then, and invoke 
not the memory of the past 1 

But what are the reasons alleged by the go- 
vernment for persisting thus in their deplorable 
errors! They allege their parliamentary majo- 
rity and certain addresses. These constitute 
France in the eyes of the men of the 13th of 
March. 

A government directed by majorities resulting 
from a good elective institution is undoubtedly 
the most rational of systems. But a government 
supported by a majority vicious at its core, such 
in fact as France has been subjected to for the 
last seventeen years, is the most dangerous in- 
strument that a nation can place in the hands of 
tyranny. Who received the octroid charter? 



MEMOIRS OF 


USt 

Who modified that charter in 1815 and 1817 ? 
Who from 1814 to 1832 enlarged the budget from 
700 to 1200 millions ? Who augmented it by 100 
millions, even after the loan of 1817? Who 
voted the thousand millions of indemnity, the 
Spanish War, the double vote, the septennial law, 
the law of sacrilege and the law of birthright ? 
Was it not the majority ; that majority, the ele- 
ments of which still exist in the Chamber? Such 
majorities as this have sanctioned, for a century, 
all the crimes which sully the history of the 
Stuarts. And that France should have committed 
her liberties to the custody of such a power! 
Her future happiness, her destinies depending on 
a scrutiny ! Give her at once an elective system, 
in which her wants, her wishes, and the interests 
of thirty-two millions of men are not represented 
by even two hundred thousand electors and two 
thousand eligible to be elected, and you may then 
boast of your majority ; you can do it. 

With respect to the sanction of the addresses, 
I recollect that when the revocation of the test 
act and the act of uniformity were sanctioned by 
James the Second's majority, that prince received 
addresses from the Catholics, from corporations, 
from the colleges of Oxford, from the inns of 
court, Sic. Sic., in which absolute power, the royal 
prerogative, right divine, the prudence of the king 
and his love of religious liberty were lauded to 
tb^ skies. James II. also received addresses 



GENERAL LAFAYETTE. 


,447 


of congratulation when Jeffries and Kirk gave 
the partizans of Monmouth by thousands to the 
scaffold. What, however, was the fate of 
James II. ? But let me resume. 

The monarchy of July, stripped, by the system 
of the 13th of March, by its acts and by its de- 
clarations, of its utility, the only bond on the 
contract, its fairest prerogative, its only right, had 
no longer a solid foundation. 

All that this system gained in duration France 
lost in liberty, in strength, in industry, in honor. 

Around this system gravitated at . different 
points of distance, the heroes of Ghent, Grenoble, 
Nimes, and Lyons. Perhaps these were titles to 
the esthne of the jmie-milku, but the France of 
July had no more wish to range herself under the 
dictatorship of the paladins of legitimacy than 
uuder that of the men who promenaded round 
the prevotal guillotines in the plains of Alsace, 
the Rhone, and Dauphint;. She is forgetful of 
these glories ; she recognizes no such services. 

The system of the 13th March has deprived 
France of her resources, when France has no 
desire to be invaded ; it has created for her only 
enemies, when she wanted only friends. 

The system of the 13th March has destroyed 
the work of July, and raised the shade of legiti- 
macy, buried for thirty-eight years with the head 
of Louis XVI. France wishes not to be disinhe- 
rited of a sovereignty so dearly purchased. 



MEMOIRS 09 


448 | 

In compensation for the loss of her recognized 
rights, the system of the 13th March offers France 
a ruinous repose, an infamous peace, projected 
canals, the formation of roads, the construction of 
monuments. France requires only liberty, honour, 
honest ministers, and all the consequences of the 
revolution of July, let them be popular, or mo- 
narchical. 

The system of the 13th March has destroyed 
trade and commerce ; because the prosperity of 
trade and commerce is either consequent on a 
state of peace with a security of its duration, or 
on a state of war with presumption of victories. 
But we have neither war nor peace ; and France 
cannot exist without trade and commerce. 

The system of the 13th March has deadened 
the spring of the arts, stifled the sciences, frightened 
away po&y, deprived life of all its blandish- 
ments ; its cupidity has dried up all the sources 
of pleasure and happiness. France did not fight 
at the barricades in order to conquer a cloister. 

The liberty of the press is consecrated by a 
law of 1830; but the prisons gape before it — 
thanks to the laws of the republic and the em- 
pire! But France has read, in ike pages of 
Montesquieu, that one of the principal tyrannies 
of Tiberius was the abuse he made of the ancient 
laws, the offspring of the civil dissensions of 
Rome. France repudiates such a monstrous 
imitation. 
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The patriots are the objects of your raillery* 
for having flocked to the barricades under the 
fire of the Swiss. They are now compelled to 
hide their scars, aiid to fly the signals of their 
glory, in order to escape the police>serjeant8, or 
the clubs of their hired ruflians. France is weary 
of the impunity of these hangmen : this reign of 
terror must also have its 0th Thermidor. 

Either France, or the system of the 13th 
March, must then peri«h. 

France will not perish ; because she possesses 
for her defence the union of all the interests of a 
great people, whilst her enemies have only 
weakness and pride to overcome her with ; and 
because, whilst they gain over to their side the 
deputies, the electors, and the jmtc-nuUcu of all 
denominations, there is left for her only the feeling 
of the rightfuincss of her cause, the spirit of 
liberty, and the hatred of her enemies. 

To say the truth, France likes not the jtute- 
milieu, because she knows no juste-milieu between 
the ancient and the new dynasty— between the 
hereditary and the non^hereditary institution of 
the peerage — between tlie rejection and the ac- 
ceptance of Belgium — between war and peace — 
between the liberty and the censorship of the 
press — between the freedom and the monopoly 
of commerce — between religious liberty and St. 
Simonianism— between natural independence and 
the chains of the Holy Alliance— between the 
vox,; II. 2 o 
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hatred and the friendship of freemen—between 
glory and shame, honour and infamy. France 
thinks, in truth, that the juste-miUeu means no- 
thing when applied to questions of actual policy. 
The juste-mlieu round which France would have 
rallied, was a popular throne, environed by repub- 
lican institutions : this has been denied her. 

The doctrinarian system, jmte-milieut are 
then condemned to perish. But roust they neces- 
sarily drag along with them, in their downfall, all 
that is propped up upon their unpopularity ? 1 
do not think so ; for I state the extreme limits uf 
possibility. The very nature of a representative 
government opens an expensive view o ' happiness 
to the monarchy of the barricades ; and offers the 
probability that that monarch, giving way before 
the condition of humanity which is to change, 
will avow to France that it has been the dupe of 
false and interested representations ; that it has 
received bad councils, committed faults ; that the 
term of all the usurpations which paralyzed the 
revolution is arrived ; and that it feels the neces- 
sity of marching with the events, if not with the 
men, of July. 

France deserves to hear such language as this, 
and to recompense it by oblivion of the past and 
confidence in the future. 

But if the monarchy is not inclined to reject 
any of the councils it has received ; if France is 
condemned to bow in silence her forehead to the 
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dust, it should not be forgotten that, in the event 
of a violation of the constitutional compact, the 
refusal of the taxes is tiie literal, the complete 
interpretation, and, in some sort, the dogma in 
full vigour of the representative system. 

And, then, what comes next? Ordinances? 
— Coups dY*tat?— Or, if they are not strong 

enough to play that game 

Wc must await the judgment of Heaven ! 


Hit i,\n. 


BAY LIS AhD LKIOUTOir, JOKBSOll'i^OETt rLBBT«ttmXXy« 




